

Talking Points Kul Gautam, Deputy Executive Director, UNICEF
Dinner with KwaZulu Natal (KZN) Officials

Hilton Hotel, Durban

10 October 2004
Honourable MEC for Health Dr. Zweli Mkhise

Honourable MEC for Education Ms. Ina Cronje
His Worship the Mayor of Durban, Councilor Obed Mlaba

Colleagues, Partners and Friends,
It gives me the greatest pleasure to visit South Africa again, in this your tenth anniversary year of freedom and democracy, certainly a country of momentous achievement when it comes to the transition you have undergone after the long and difficult years of apartheid,  certainly a country of innovation and one of great challenge.   

I am especially pleased to be invited to visit the Province of KwaZulu Natal to meet with its leading citizens who are boldly moving forward on the agenda for children.   Thank you very much for inviting me here Dr. Mkhise, and for hosting this evening’s dinner. 

On behalf of all of us in UNICEF and especially on behalf of my colleagues in the South Africa Country office, I would like to express our appreciation to the Province of KwaZulu-Natal for the strong multi-sectoral partnership you have enabled us to develop here with you. We are deeply appreciative of your effort to allow us to work in partnership with you towards the betterment of children’s lives.  

If I may, I would like to take a moment to reflect on the achievements of this partnership, which include:
· spearheading birth registration in public hospitals
· implementation and monitoring of micronutrient malnutrition deficiencies

· training programmes for a strengthened health delivery system,  in particular, PMTCT health facility staff training and counselor training

· promoting safe schools and communities

· building local government capacity

· Building community capacity 

· Strengthening support to orphans and vulnerable children.

For these remarkable initiatives for the children of this province, 
UNICEF congratulates and thanks all of you.
Hon. MEC, distinguished guests:

I’ve heard so much about this province and, I might add that I have always wanted to visit this vast Indian Ocean area of South Africa that is the home of the majestic Drakensburg Mountains, themselves a great repository of historic rock drawings of the original people of this area.   I have also read about your formidable history, the daunting battles to preserve sovereignty, your  outstanding leaders like Mahatma Ghandi who made his home in this area, and about your struggle during the apartheid years. 
Most important, today, I have looked at the Provincial Government’s priorities as presented to stakeholders in August, and I noted among them, KwaZulu-Natal’s determination to eradicate poverty and eliminate inequality, protect vulnerable groups, develop human capability, strengthen rural development and community infrastructure and develop a comprehensive response to the devastating impact of HIV and AIDS on the people of this Province. 
These priories are very much in line with the Millennium Development Goals set by the Heads of State and Governments of the world, and match up those A World Fit for Children, the outcome document of the United Nations Special Session on Children. 

I congratulate the Province of KZN on these bold plans, and I look forward to your continuing and growing partnership with UNICEF in taking action on these issues.  In fact, during my visit here over the next day or so, I will have the opportunity to visit with two of our partners who are dealing with HIV and AIDS and with very young children.  I do look forward to seeing and learning more about this important work from the ground up. 
Honorable MECs, distinguished guests:

if I may, let me take this opportunity now to congratulate you on the success of your recent campaign to stamp out two of the worst childhood killer diseases, namely, polio and measles.  It is my hope that the Province of Kwa Zulu Natal will link any future campaigns of this kind to multi-vitamin supplementation.  In UNICEF, we have seen that this small modfication can greatly benefit for all who receive this immunization by increasing coverage and protection.  
I cannot here emphasize enough the importance of your support, and indeed that of all South Africans, in adopting an integrated, holistic approach to addressing micronutrient deficiency, which affects a third of the people of sub Saharan African, including South Africa, affecting minds, bodies, energies and the economic prospects of nations and which can be effected at a very low cost. 

Action would include mandatory fortification of wheat flour and maize meal, ongoing training at local government level on compliance monitoring, biological impact monitoring, and food-based, indigenous approaches to improving the plight of vulnerable groups. 
I would also like to extend my congratulations to the Province of KwaZulu Natal and its education sector, headed by MEC Ms. Ina Cronje, who is here with us tonight, on our partnership to create safe schools -- safe spaces to offer protection to all children from the ravages of HIV and AIDS, places promote girls’ leadership, and uproot the violence plaguing our children.  

I also commend you on fully adopting the principle of integrated sustainable rural development (ISRD), or people-centred development.  As I understand it, this is one of the key yardsticks of the South African Government for the United Nations Development Assistance in this country. 
In this connection, UNICEF is working here in this province, in partnerships both at civil society and at local government levels within the municipality of Nkandla, to help build a model municipality that’s “Fit for Children.”  Using the Nkandla experience, UNICEF hopes to apply this approach to community development in partnerships with other local municipalities here and in other provinces.
Last but not least Hon. MEC:

I commend this province for its progressive leadership and commitment to children’s rights and access to social services through birth registration, a key to accessing all other rights.  As you know, the launch of the Prince Mshiyeni Memorial Hospital Birth Registration Unit by Deputy President Zuma and UNICEF Executive Director Carol Bellamy took place took place last June. 
I am happy to learn about the progress made since then which includes the launch of the pilot project including research to establish baseline data on birth registration around the Umlazi Township and the catchment area served by the hospital.
If I may, I would now like to pose a challenge to the great province of Kwa-Zulu Natal, and that is that the Government of KwaZulu-Natal  promotes the launching of a nation-wide cross-sectoral drive entitled: 
 “Birth Registration for all South African Children by year 2007.”
This is a challenge that I do hope that you in this great Province will  take up.  UNICEF would hope that you place all of your goodwill, strength and development know-how behind this drive.   My UNICEF colleagues and I believe that this is a challenge that KwaZulu Natal is best positioned to of the deliver on.  We believe this because our partnerships with you have demonstrated to us that this is place that is getting closer to becoming a “A Province Fit for Children”. 
I thank you.
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