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UNICEF certainly got its money's worth when Sir Peter Ustinov became a Goodwill Ambassador for UNICEF in 1968.  Because there are so many of him!

First there is Peter Ustinov the hugely talented theatre and film ACTOR, with lots of honors including two Academy Awards.  And there is Peter Ustinov, the Award-winning AUTHOR of a host of successful plays, screenplays and best-selling books, including a brand new one.  Then there is the Peter Ustinov, the renowned DIRECTOR, of films, plays and yes, even operas.   And anyone who has seen his one-man show "An Evening with Peter Ustinov" will agree that he takes a back seat to no one as a stand-up COMEDIAN.

But Peter Ustinov the HUMANITARIAN and advocate for children is the one to whom I particularly want to pay tribute -- with this token of our love and its dedication to this special day.    For thirty years you have been a one of the world's leading advocates for children's concerns.  You have actively supported UNICEF National Committees and country offices through participation in hundreds of advocacy, fundraising and media events.  You have visited UNICEF programmes wherever you travel.  You have starred in several important UNICEF documentary films – including one on China's children in 1986 and on Russia's children in 1993.  You have given many UNICEF speeches,  thousands of interviews, and made countless radio and television spots in support of UNICEF programmes – some of which have even won major awards.  You were vital to the International Year of the Child activities in 1979, and you were here reporting on the World Summit for Children in 1990 – your strong support has never flagged.  Sir Peter, we are all in awe of you and give you our deepest thanks.     

And now I know that everyone here is eager to hear from you.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen:

There are two problems about proposing a toast to Peter Ustinov.

One is that in a few words one cannot do justice to all his innumerable talents and achievements.

The other is that Sir Peter is likely to reply. And no matter how funny one may try to be, it is certain that he, without trying, will be far, far funnier.

And if one happens to be Secretary-General of the United Nations, there is a third problem. In a recent BBC radio programme, called “The Candidate”, Sir Peter applied for my job. His performances soon made it quite clear that his qualifications are simply unbeatable.

He speaks French, German, English, Italian, Russian, Spanish, and even some Turkish and Greek. Even the languages he does not actually speak, he can imitate so well that it sounds uncannily as if he is speaking them.

Actually, he would not only make a first rate Secretary-General. He could easily double as permanent representative of all the member states. Indeed in one of his more memorable television sketches he did just that.

How fortunate we are, then - and how fortunate the world’s children are - that for 30 years Sir Peter has been serving UNICEF as a Goodwill Ambassador. And not only UNICEF. He has been a strong supporter of the whole United Nations system. And he has been phenomenally successful throughout his life in using the arts to form bridges of friendship between people in different parts of the world.

There can be no better friend of the United Nations, and no finer exponent of the values it stands for. Sir Peter, let me thank you for all your magnificent work on the UN’s behalf. May it long continue!
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