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Mr. President, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am very pleased to join you today to introduce the Secretary-General’s Report on progress toward implementation of the Declaration and Plan of Action of the World Summit for Children. 

Mr. President, it has been eight years since leaders representing an unprecedented number of governments came together, here at the United Nations, and vowed to put the best interests of children first – in good times and bad, in peace or in war, in prosperity or economic upheaval.  

Those few days in September 1990 marked an exhilarating juncture in history – a moment when the world set out to assure a better future for all children, especially those caught up in the horrors of armed conflict and violence, neglect, cruelty and exploitation –  as well as disease, malnutrition, illiteracy and all the countless other consequences of poverty and discrimination.

By signing the Summit Declaration, 181 countries committed themselves to protect the lives and to diminish enormously the suffering of children, to promote the full development of their human potential, and to make them aware of their needs, rights and opportunities.

The actions taken by Governments flow from a recognition that the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) offers a way to make respect for children’s rights and welfare truly universal. Indeed, the outcome of the World Summit for Children stands as the single most important international initiative in support of the implementation of  the Convention.

Mr. President, the nearly universal embrace of the Convention is itself a measure of the energising power of child rights  – a power that is increasingly fuelling the drive to make the Summit goals a reality. 

So far, 191 countries have ratified the Convention, thereby acknowledging their obligation to uphold the right of children to survival, protection, full development and participation. No other human rights instrument has inspired such overwhelming international commitment.

Indeed, we have seen more gains for children in the eight years since the World Summit for Children and the simultaneous entry into force of the Convention than in any other period – much of it sustained progress that is amply documented in the Secretary-General’s mid-decade report and in subsequent assessments. 

The statistics speak for themselves:

Today an estimated 1 million fewer children are dying each year compared to a decade ago. Over 80 per cent of children in developing countries continue to be covered by immunisation services, which are helping to prevent two-thirds of the deaths associated with neonatal tetanus – and 85 per cent of measles deaths. 

There is continued progress toward eradication of polio and guinea-worm disease. Acute respiratory infections, the second major childhood killer after diarrhoea, are being combatted with national control programmes in two-thirds of the most severely affected countries.

 A billion and a half more people than in 1990 are avoiding crippling iodine deficiency disorders by consuming iodised salt. 

And in numerous countries, we have seen improvements in breast-feeding and early childhood care and development, as well as access to safe water, reductions in vitamin A deficiency – and the narrowing of gender gaps in education.

Mr. President, these are altogether remarkable achievements, literally unimaginable half a century ago. And they would not have been possible without the vital partnerships that have developed between governments, donors, international institutions and broad aspects of civil society, including non-governmental organisations, community and grassroots groups – and children themselves.  

Th evidence of these partnerships can be found in the 125 progress reports submitted so far by States Parties to the Convention. These reports, which are reviewed by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, provide information on progress toward the achievement of Summit goals – and on national programmes of action designed to facilitate the development of strategies for the realisation of children’s rights.  

Yet in many ways, Mr. President, our work has hardly begun. Much of the global progress for children has been uneven across regions and countries.  

Every year, an estimated 12 million under-5 children die, most of easily preventable causes. Some 130 million children are not in school – most of them girls. An estimated 160 million children are dangerously malnourished – while 1.4 billion people have no access to safe water and 2.7 billion lack adequate sanitation. Some 250 million child labourers are denied a childhood. And millions of children are slain and brutalised in armed conflict – hundreds of thousands of them as soldiers fighting adult wars.

Mr. President, there is especially urgent need for major progress in such areas as under-5 mortality reduction, reduction of maternal mortality, malnutrition – and in providing access to basic quality education and adequate sanitation. 

The year 2000 Summit targets in these and other areas are challenging. The civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of children are inseparable – and their implementation requires integrated, multi-sectoral strategies, reflecting the Convention’s holistic approach to child rights.


The prospects for breakthroughs are also complicated by the deepening of  poverty; which is being accelerated by the spread of  global economic distress. Progress is also hampered by  the shameful decline in Official Development Assistance (ODA) – by the growing number of humanitarian crises involving children – and by the explosion of HIV/AIDS, a pandemic so devastating that it threatens to undermine, or even reverse, decades of hard-won gains for children. 

At a time when AIDS mortality rates are declining in affluent countries thanks to new drug therapies, the disease is cutting a swath through vast areas of sub-Saharan Africa and East and South Asia, where such therapies are far beyond the reach of the overwhelming number of afflicted children and their families. Moreover, the numbers of children orphaned by HIV/AIDS seems all but certain to quintuple, to 40 million, in little more than a decade.


Yet even in the face of such grim realities, there is no mystery about what must be done to achieve the Summit goals. The solutions are known, and their estimated cost is well within the world’s means – less than 1 per cent of global output.

Moreover, there has been significant progress in ensuring the availability and reliability of data used to measure progress. 

These are all encouraging elements. But in the final analysis, Mr. President, the end-decade goals of the Summit cannot be achieved unless governments make a solemn  re-commitment – political and financial – to the Summit Declaration and Plan of Action.

There must be sustained efforts to build national capacity. Countries must ensure that national laws are in conformity with child rights and women’s rights. And  institutional arrangements for implementation of these rights must be strengthened. 

In all of these undertakings, strong actions by governments – and the support of the international community – are essential.

The Summit outcome has already proved its value as a framework for the design of approaches to implement the CRC, especially at the national and local levels –as well as the parallel implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). 


Mr. President, the process of accelerating progress toward the Summit’s end-decade goals must begin with an up-to-date review of progress at the national level between now and the end of the year 2000. It is an effort that must be supported by  regional forums established to promote implementation of the goals – and  here, as elsewhere, the central role of governments cannot be overemphasised.


The international community must also give serious consideration to the Secretary-General’s initiative to promote a co-ordinated response to the UN Summits and Conferences of the 1990s. The plan would use the machinery of the Administrative Committee on Coordination (ACC) as well as the benefits of  enhanced coordination among the UN Funds and Programmes and the specialised agencies. 

In this connection, the United Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) has already demonstrated how effective a mechanism it can be for promoting inter-agency collaboration and coordination. 


Most importantly, Mr. President, Governments need to redouble their support of  the national and regional strategies for accelerating progress toward the Summit goals between now and the end of the year 2000. 

The General Assembly’s plan for a Special Session in 2001 to review progress toward the goals offers a unique opportunity in this connection. This Session, together with an additional event, should be used to mobilise the broadest possible movement for child rights – to launch a new agenda for children – and to identify updated goals for children in the first decade of the new century. 

These two events can also help inspire renewed commitment to the outcomes of  other major UN Conferences, as well as the plans for the year 2015 established by the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) of the OECD.


Mr. President, the decade of the 90s began with two momentous events in the struggle for child rights: the entry into force of the Convention on the Rights of the Child – and the World Summit for Children. 

It is ending with an equally momentous opportunity – the chance to guarantee the right of every child to a full and healthy life. The international consensus on this objective is well established. Now is the time to make good on that noble and historic commitment.


Thank you. 
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