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STATIENT TO UNICEF EXECUTIVE BOARD 127th MEETING
9 SEPTE:(BER 1954 BY DR. C. 4. EGGER, DIRECTOR,
AFRICA,EUROPE AND EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN REGIONAL OFFICEH

UNICEF ASSISTANCE TO EURQPE AND NORTH 4LFRICA

Although the problems and the background situation in Europe are less
dramatic than those in Asia as described to you at the 126th mecting, I can'v
agssure you that both the govermments and the people in Southorn Burope and
North Africa are no less interested in improving their living conditions and
their health standards for future generations of mothers and children. 4s you
see from the requests which have come before you this ycar from these countries,
the value of UNICEF's aid and that of the specialized agencies of the United
Nations is being increasingly recognized and sought by them, and by the
increasing number of countries that are joining this international coopcrative
for children, This great iﬁterest is confirmed by the very real work that has
gone into the implementation of the programmes in which UNICEF is assisting in
Southem Europe and North Africa. ,

The requests from Europe now beforc the Board are for help in
maternal and child health servieces, in milk conservation, care for handicapped
children and in mass discase control. I would like to show you a morc |
comprehensive picture of our work in these fields in Europe and North ifrica,

Mass Health Campaigns - Trachoma

The Board learned at the last‘session of the satisfactory Jdevelopment
of the trachoma campaign in lorocco, We arec vory happy now to report on
progress in the second territory where trachoma is being attacked, Tunisia,

. Since early 1954, trachoma control work has been going on in Tunisia and more
than 200,000 mothers and children have alreacy been treated. There is great
enthusiasm among the health authorities and advisory personnel over the first

results. As in Morocco, it is difficult to evaluate the results at this stage but
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it is intercsting to note that there are indications that the trachom campaign
will prbve as fruitful in Tunisia as in Moroeco. The programme in Tunisiea
has not been easy because we do ﬁot deal with a stationary populétion but with
nomadic groups which can be reached only with consilerable difficulby. Success
of the canpaign is dependent very largely on the clucation of the people,
health ¢ cucation playing an important part in this whole work. The Tunisian
authorities, not only in relation to trachoma but also to other health programmes,
have mede very good use of films and other means of transmitting basic health
knowledge to the pcople. |

You will see from the requests before. the Programme Committee that a
new country, Spain, has become interested in establishing the first pilot
campeign against trachoma in its southern provincss. Trachoma in Southern
Spain is similar, clinically, to the disease as it appears ih North 4Africa,
We now have ness campaigns moving ahead in lforocco and Tunisia and a pilot campaign
is being prepared in Egypt. With the adldition of a campaign in Spain, we
shall soon be abie to deal with trachoma on a regional basis,
Maternal and Child Welfare

Turning to another fiell which is of real importance to the rural

areas in Southern Europe,l skould like to tell you cf the levelopment of
adequate maternal ancd child health services. £Dven the more advancel countries
in Burope arec greatly concerned about their infant mortality figures and are as
anxious as the under-ceveloped countries to find the cguses for high mortality
of'infants, whether diarrhea, syphilis, pneumonia or prematurity. UNICEF is
giving ail at various stages of ZJevelopment and at various levels. This aid,
however, should be seen as a complementary action to that taken by the health
authorities and pecople of the countries concernel; if one is to have a true picture
of this great effort being ma le, one rust look at the pregress as a whole.

For example, if we analyse the value of the proposed UNICEF participation in

HCW activities in §E§ig, we must take into account the real effort of the Spanish
authorities since the war to develop their own ILW services, Spanish
peliatricians znd nurses have tried to utilize the best known preventive

concepts in this work with the result that infant mortality -ropped from

approximaﬁely 100 per 1000 live births just after the civil war to 50 per 1000 in
19%3,
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I would like to montlon herc that the training work of the
Internatlonal Children's Contre, in offering workers from nany countrics v4’u§
the possibility to study and observe modern decvelopments, has ha! considcrable
influence in the advancement of these sérvices in a number of countrics,

Hanlicapped Children

The Boarl will remember that some years dgo UNICEF made its first
investment in equipping of centres for the training of personnel for the care
an. rehabilitqtion of handicapped chillren. This initial investment has led to
a much wider cevelopment thanboriginally anticipated.v The first hanjicapped'
children's prograrme in furope was. in Greece, Such help has also been given to
Italy anl to isustria., In cach case, UNICAF's assistance has helped to bring
together in the work for handicapped children a number of organizations~university
./mGQﬁﬁg} social welfare workcrs, and so onyand probably for the first time,
these countries have realizej that this problem can only be attacked by
close collaboration of all interested groups, The idea has emerged that
such a programme on’'a much broader basis would help the individual organizations
through the use of natiomal cehﬁres,td develop improved methods of care and of
training of personnel, UNICEF may be asked to participaté further in these
-schemes. In each of these programmes credit must also be given to WHO and
to the United Nations Department of Social Affairs for their excellent
services and advisors., 7

To cope with a serious omtbreak of poliomyelitis in Greece UNICEF
was recently able to provide three iron lungs vhich will arrive in Greece in

the coming week, to be used in treatment of an increasing number of cases.

Milk Conservation x _ . ' ';

In the field of milk conservatlon, our projects in Burope are developing
satlsfactorily as you will see from the Executive. Dlrector s Report. The +wo new-
dry milk plants, one in Slovenia and one in Southern Italy, will start operations
in~Oc£ober. In Southern Italy, five dairies are being equipped and four
liquid milk plants will be in operation by the end of this year,

With regard to Yugoslavia, we have agreed with FAQ that a bfoader study
will be made in the coming winter on the bhasis of which Yngoélav plants may be

guided to cut down their production costs and smooth out Jistribution problems.

Further attentlon must also be glven to the economic aspects of enCOuraglng
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production, effective price policy and methods of distribution,

Work in the milk processing field is also going forward on other
fronts as evidenced by a new request from Finland for additional UNICEF
assilstance in the bottling of pasteurized milk and‘by a request from the
Government of Greece for assistance from UNICEF and FAO in both a survey of
miik production ahd possible additional participation in the development
and utilization of milk resources in Greece, ‘ \ .

Environmental Sanitation

We have received a request from the Government of Greece for an
overall environmental sanitation programme in Norbhern Greecce. Both WHO
and.ourselves are intercsted in and appreciate the real value of the work
that has gone into the preparation of this request and feel that it deserves
consideration, and we want to bring it to the attention of the Board at the
earliest possible moment;

National Committees

Before closing, I would like to refer to the increasing numbers of
‘national committees in Furope, Such committees have béen‘establishéd
in Nbrway, Denmark and Sweden and we are developing increasingly better
relationships with them in order to permit them to keep up with the development
and progress‘of our work and tq enlist the support of the public and of
especially interested groupw. 1 I am convinced that, if we want to maintain
these helpful committeces, we will have to remain in close contact with them,

let them share in our work and help in the development of their activities.




