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UNICEF AID TO THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN LAREN ¢
STATEMENT TO THE UNICEF EXECUTIVE BQLRD ON 20 MARCH 1953
BY CEARLES EQGER,. DIRECTOR, UNICEF OFFICE FOR
AFRICA, EASTERN MEDITERR.NE.AN /ND EUROFE REGION.L OFFICE

1. On previous occasiohs I had the opportunity to tell the Board of the egrly
stages of our work in the BEastern %editerranean; the planning which had been

at the\basis of our programmes, the gradual shift of emphasis from emergency aid

to refﬁgées towards more 1ong-term work with the govermments of’this area, and the
start of the first mass health campaigns which had been assisted by UNICEF in the
fields of tuﬁerculOsis and venereal diseaces. ,
2 I em happy at this moment o report to the Board of some real progress whi;h
has been made in advancing child welfare activities in Eastern Mediterranean
countries. It can be stated that UNICEF has now caught up a certain backlog as
compared to other areas and that first results are beginning to show up which will
have a resl impact on the welfare and health of children,

3. - This more active phase of our work has been greatly encouraged and even -
ins@ired by a growing interest among people and povermments taking place in the
Eastern Mediterranean to improve their living standards. This undercurrent has
mede the countries in this area particnlarly receptive at this time to the
character of aid that UICEF and the specialized agencies of UN are offering,
emphasizing the‘vjoin}t. effort to be made, and keeping in line with the possibilities
of de;élopment that exist in the countries. Progress has been made despite a.

certain restlessness, which has marked the political life in this area. To-day

/T would like
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Imﬂdﬁmtomnmmwsmedowmﬂnwﬁﬁﬁ%tthwwmﬁmUmmme
in the yiddle Rast,

L. Concerning the first long-term programme, UNICEF assistance to introduce
preventive vaccination against tucercu1051s, broad mass campalgns are under way in
Iran, Iraq, Turkey and Egypt. To show the 1mpact of these campaigns it might be A
useful to note the numbers of ohildren already reached, From 1949 to the end of
1952, 6 million children have been tested‘and'Z.l‘million of.the 6 million tested
have been protected against tuberculosié throﬁgh PCG vaccinations The campaigns
are continuing at an average rate of 200,000 children per month being tested in
the aforementioned counpries. The 6 miilion children that have been tested so far
do represent roughly 1/5th of the total child population in Eastern Mediterranean
countries,

5. In Iran and Iraq the work of 1nternatlona1 and national teams has so far
centered around the capitals, Baghdad and Teheran Where most of the schools,
orphanages, childrens institutions, and so forth, have been covered., Preparations
are being made to extend now this work to cther areas outside the capitals, In
Turkey the extended mass campaign, reinforcéd by international assistance, has
gotten under way by early.Janugry 1953 and good reports have reached us so far

on the progress being made.

6. In BEgypt the campaign is contiﬁuing under the Governmentts sole responsibility
after the withdrawal of international personnels Supplies and equipment have been
turned over to the Goverrment and a plan ajreed allowing the Govermment to continue
the prozramme on their own, Advisory assistance will continue to be made
available to the Egyptian Government by the residént BCG fdvisor in the TH
Regional Office. |

Te The start of the campaigns in Libya and in Lthiopia has been somewhat

~ /delayed by the
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delayed by the difficulties WHO is increasingly encountefiﬁg in the‘feéruitmeht
of qualified personnel, o v‘.“

8. ‘dequate supply lines have now been established for all the campaigns.

Fof fhe Iranian campaign BCG vacéine is being flown regularly to Teheran.from the
Pésteur Institute in Paris, whereas vaccine and tuberculin fbr the Iraqi, the
Ethidpian and the Libyan campaigns is, or will be, made available from fhe
Vaccine and Serum Institute in figouza near Cairo. The WO team leaders |

Dr. Ganshier and Dr. Tabona in Iran and in Iraq are doing outstandiﬁg work, both
in demonstrating and in carrying out preventive tuberculosis véccination.apd |
mustvbe; ﬁogether with their nationzl coeunterparts, congratﬁlated for théif
perforﬁance. |

9. In the éourse of this coming year we have to determine the charadter and
scope of ﬁNICEF's assistance for the continuation of these campaizns. This will
be an oppbrtune moment to evaluate the progress mede so far. Wﬁé‘ié somevwhatb
concerned, for instance, as to the relatively high number of'hegéti;e reactors
found in Iran. It has further. teen increasingly realized that the quality of a
campaign is directly relgted to, the degree- of educational preparafion being made
among parénts, teachers, heglth authorities, and so forth, by those responsivle
for the organisation of such campaignse |

10. HﬂLARiA: I would like here to give an overall picture of how, through
joint effortslof govermments in this area with the assistance of the World Health
QOrganization, of UNICFF, of the Technical Cooperatioh*ﬂdministration; efforts a;e
being made to attack Malaria from all sides to try to limit its effects, which
are still serious in certain parts of the Eastern Mediterranean. In §z£ig, for
instance,kUﬁi03F has assisted the Govermment in continuing and extending its
protection“ofﬂﬁhe population in South and East Damascus through 1argé-scale

/spraying measures,
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spraying measures., Under the direction of a young, very qualified, Syrian
Malariologist, Dr. Fakir, more than 100,000 people have beep protected early this:
year. North of this campaign, the Govermment, with WHC assistance, has established
a training and demonstration centre in Homs, which has already started its work and
trained a mumber of teams working in the governmental campaign. This training:and
demonstration centre will expand its activities and carry larger scale spraying
measures along the Orontes Valley to [leppo. For this expansion, UNICEF!s
participation may be requested. Similar efforts are being madg in Lebanon along the
coast and between the two mountain ranges of the Lebanon and the Anti-lebanon, with
the help of the WuyQ Malaria Advisor, Dr. Grammicca, in order to cover all malaria
ridden sreas of the two countries in a parallel effort. From northern Syria,
malaria campaigns will have to be extended to the area between the two rivers, the
Tigris and the Euphrates, where the slow~flowing confluents of the -two large rivers
constitute many breeding places for the mosquito larva.

11. This area shows great possibilities of later asricultural development and.-
may offer ground for the resettlement of many people if it were possibple to build
roads, to make water available and to eradicate malaria. The Food and Agriculture
Organization and the World Health Organization, are jointly, with.the Syrian
Government, considering plans to assist the Govermment in opening this area.
UVICFF's help at some later stage for the introduction of lar:ze-scale measures to
attack ¥alaria may be requested. However, malsria does not stop at the Syrian
frontier. It goes into Iraq and follows again mainly the dimction between the two
rivers., In Iraq malaria has already teen the concern of the Traqlan Govermment
for some time. Additional efforts are being made, with the assistance of "0, in a
pilot campaign in the Suleimanje Valley, along the mountain range of the Iraqiw
Persian border which is. the couniry of Kurds. This first stage of

/modern
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modern malaria control will be expanded with UNICEF*s asslstanoe along the whole'
mountain range there, reaching later the plazn alcng the two rivars. ‘ |

2, In Iran an exoellent WHO Advisory Team has been helping in a large~} h
seale malarie campaign whioch the Iranian Government haa successfully organized S
and TCA has supplled DDT and equipment for this purpose. | \
1z, In Turkey, here again, primarily in the south—eastern part of the oountry

aleng the Syrian border, adequate measures to sontrol malaria were taken after a

the war and with considerable assistance by lSA the Turkish. Gavernment has made

impressive prngress in this diroction,

14, All theae efforta demonstrats that you cennot deal with malaria on a loeal
basis., It is a problem of regional dimenslona and governmental offorts misgt be
eoerdineted on an overall basia. Although this plan hes, in its early stagee,
been developed empirioally, it has gradually been.woven into an overall pattern
which will allew a oencentrated atteck being made on malaria from a;l sidea. I
sould not think of a better example of UNfCEF*s effortsvbeing inteénated in

a general program where our assistanee was being considered by a Government

of speoial value. | |

15. At thia time the Regional Malaria Adv1sor ef WHO, Dr. Mbrin, is leaving
this erea to take up a new assignment a8 a WHO expert for the malarie oampaign
in the French Cameroens, and we wish to pay him.a tribute for ﬁhe eontribution
that he has made +to introduse the modern technlques of malaria oontral in

many countrles in the Eastern Mediterrancan and for his partioipaticn in

the preparation of this overall plan,

16, VD PROGRAMMES: You ﬁill have soen in the Exesutive Director's Pnogreas
Report the work which has been aoccomplished by the I;eqi Be jol campaign. Howaéaé; N
this Report can only give en incomplete picture of the tremendous efforts being

/made by the
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made by the teams t- visit'the individual villages in 8 Bejel~stri§keg’a:ea. In
the marshy area in South Eastern Iraq it sometimes means that the teams have to
get up at 2 ° olook in the morning and ride in cars fnr'ix hours over rough . .
oountry foads. They then have to ohange to a motor launoh and travel for flve ‘
hours on fhe river until there ig‘not sufficient water to carry the launqh,ﬁand
then t?gy\have, for‘tpree gours,“to‘qbange over to a smaller rowing boat“in qrder
to reach one of the villages. They arrive there in the afternoon, go te wvrk ‘
immsd1ately and examine the whole villege and select those that show signs ef this
digecase, They trent these with penieillin, seek qut all the oontacts and eften
deal w1th other current allments at the same time until sunssat, Then'they |
have before thsm the same 1ong Joumey over the return route in a Small rowiné
boat whcse crew is by now tired and must be convinced with additlonal pay and
good mords to oontinue. They then go on by launch and by oar to arrive baok at
their base in the carly hours of the morning to faoce & new day af work..‘

17, Th;s campalgn w111 be contxnued thrnughout 1953 with some personnel
assistance by WHO and pen101llin from UNICEF.

18. MCW: From a small beginning of two simple training and administrative .

.

centres in Lebanou and Syria, vehicles for Israel and the more oomprehensive}
programmes for dJerden and leya, all previously approved by the ExecutiVe Board,
the present recommendations to‘the Board of 4 othor major p:ojeqts indicate the
increasing emphasié Peing given to the work in this field in.ﬁﬂe Bastern
Mediterranean by thé govgpﬁments, WHQ and UNICEF.I In Lebanon the first g?oup
of nurses have finished their tfaining and passed their examinationsvearly this
year to go back to thelr casas and take up work as auxiliary nurse midwives,
equlpped with a UNICEF midwife bag. |

€«

/ 18. In Syria
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19, In Syria the start was a little delayed but training is now gcing ahead

and the first course is due to take plece new. Vehicles prov1ded to Israsl have
oarried doctors and nu;ses to remote and hithertu neglected villages. Final
plans for the Jordan and Libya MGW progects have been worked out and proourement
is now under way for Libya. The four projects now before the Board reveel the
consldereble efforts that have been made OVer the me;ths to prepare these
recammendations for the Board, and are the result of an intelligent planning
whioh has been developed by the MCH Advisor of the WHO Regional Ofine,

Dr, Heseelka and our Area Representative, mr. Hans Ehrenatrale end his staff

(and in the case of Turkey of the WHO Regional Offioe for Europe).

"

.205 Looking over all four programmes, one mey deduce that there 1s no fixed
scheme being epplied autemeticelly to all countries. Each programme, as such,
looks different and hag taken into account the spe01e1 conditions prevailing

in that aountry, its partlcular health organlzation, its needs and assistenee

that may be available from other sources. For 1nstaﬁce, in Turkey an everall
comprehensive and thorough plan hes been developed which oalls fbr UNICEF and

WHO assistance to advanoe mother and child health work cn all fronts. In
oemparison to this we are being asked to assiat in Israel in the develepment

and exten81on of now mother and ochild health services in permenent settlements
whioh ere'prlmarlly ocoupied by immigrents reoently arrived in Isrsel end for
villages 1onv 1nhebited by Araeb peoples.

2l¢ In Iraq, on the other hand, the planning had to take aceount of treining
aetivit1es already aseisted by the World Health Organization and TCA. Here UNICEF"
is completing these tralning programmes by congcentrating on the training of

rural midwives and equipping of centres inm rural areas.* ; D
2%, .In Egypt ‘the help given by UNICEF will ellow the Government %o mointeln and

improve gradually sctivity which the Govermment had developed over .a nnmber of |
Years in making appropriate mother and child health centres available to the

Egyptian village and needy oclty people,
JUNICEF's aid in
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28, - UNICEF's aid in expendable supplies will permit these centres to improve
their work and it is hoped that their attendance will increass. The Governments
in turn will expand the training of staff to make sufficient persommnel available,
24, I very mach hope that UNICEF in future Will maintain this flexibility in
this field and show the same understanding fof;varyipg conditions when defining
its attitude towards requests that are reaching us, although all of them have one
common objective, .
28, SCHOOL FEEDING: You have before you a recommendation for school feeding
in Iraq which is a new type of programme characterized by the speeial type of .
partieipation of the_Government, I would like te add some general remarks &9
this, Here again we hope that this type of programme may be developed in. ether
parts Of,th@ Fastern Mediterranean‘Region. We feel that where real interest-
has been expressed for supplementary feeding of children in schools, whioch is
substantiated by nutritional needs where there is a willingness to participate en
a substantial scale in such a programme from the beginning, ond there exists
realistic expectation thet such a programme will be continued through importation
of cheap foodstuffs.or. development of local products, subsequently we should be
receptive to such requests, They do not only merit our attention frem the point.
of view of better nutrition of school children, but they may, at the same time,
allow gcvérnments to pay more attentioen to the general health of children and
improve their schoul health facilities,
26, uCP: Extensive country visits have taken place since the last Board Meeting
to develop suitable plans of operation to implement three programmes that the Beard
appreved last time fer Turkey, Iraq' and Egypt. Experts of the govermments end of
. the intermational agencies have ‘carefully eoxamined on the spot the productioen,
collection, proeeésing and distribution of milk, in éfdék te plan

/host qoncretely
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most concrEtelylthe manifold reeponsibilities thét have to be met to execute this
work. Joint visite between EﬂO Dairy Experte and UNICEF Milk Engineers have taken
place asg a‘result of which the‘plan of o?erationa for Turkey 1s being'signed at the
moment and two comprehengive draft plﬁnslgf operatioﬁs have been drewn up in clcge
collaboration with the Egyptian and Iraqi Governments.

27. We will have the opportunity to hear afterweards the B0 representetives wha
accompenied our group, Mr. Anderscn and I would Just like to wnderline the value
ve attached to such Joint visits, which ere increesingly dbringing FAO much neerer
to the main fields of owr MCP activities¢

28. On previcus programmes, the Board will be interested tc learn thet the Igraeli
Milk Conservation Progremme was signed in Deceﬁber‘after e pericd of considerable
negotiations ﬁhich have been brought about by the changed outleck of the Israel
eccnomy. We are happy with the solution fhat has.been found 1n‘channeling the main
matching obligations'of the go&ernment into inweetﬁents to further milk production
and collection. | |

29. Regaording Iren, a speclal recommendation has been submitted to the Board, for
some additicnal WNICEF aid. In the recent past we have had new opportunity to
gauge and appreciate the real interest of the government to see this programme
through and the understanding displayed by the TCA Mission for a possible further
participation in this progreamme.

30. EMERéENCIES: Our main assiétance to emergency programmes hasg coptinued tc

be the supplementary feediné of the resident pofulatién in Gaza and for the child-
ren and mothers in the Jordﬁn Border villages. The Boerd will note with interest
the utilization made of the Yuéoslav contribution In the form of pre-febricated
houses, helf of which heve already been erectedvin Geza and which have nmet with
great satisfactioﬁ on behalf of the population which i . using and will uge these

pre-~Tabricated houseg in the near future. . /30, We are
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3, We are o‘bliged to UNRWA for the ékili they have shown in erecting these
bulldings as well a8 to the Egyphien Government in perticipeting effectively in
the transport s erection a.né. ﬁartial subaidiéing of the units to be utilized for
schocls, clinics tnd milk distriﬁﬁtion centers.

Problensg HLhesd of Us

32. The main cell on UNIGE?'B egslgtance in the immediate future will still be for
the continuation of niaes campa:[éns alregd.y initiated elming at full echievement of
the targets set forth. In the second place, UNICEF will have to initiate end
develop further the mother and child welf‘are‘. progreumea under operation or presently
being recommended +o the 'iaoe,rd;. Tiley are of real importence to the Eestern
Mediterranean area. For each of the projects we are stepping in at e differvent .
moment and under va.ryiné circuﬁléta.nlce—s. .We may be expéctecl ¢ give further assis- - -
tance both to improve the qﬁali'i:y llzxf.the ‘ser‘vices :;*ex}dgred ag well as to extend "

the work tc other areas. Dependiné on the decisione‘ of the Joint Commilttee on
Health Policy Meeting, we msy be abdle to completg th;t-ough envi.rcn;ngntal sange- .
taticn the preséi'xt i'ecognized type of essistance in the fieldjof mother and child
health. | | | |

33, 4 largely wnsolved prc’bleﬁ réiﬁain;a: that of nutriticn in the Eastern Mediter-
renean. In scme respecte UNICEFR ie giving eid tvorwerda meeting this problem in
asplsting governments o develop and Improve their cwn milk resources and possibly
in intrcducing 'supplemnté.ry school vfeeclin.g where there 1s scope for continueticn
end extension through the éountrlee oWn Yegources, 'Ihi_s might be caupled with
further essistance in the field of school health. However, we have to ask curselves
if this is enough. The WEO Advisor of the Syrien MOW Programe, Dr. Humn, efter
meny menths of study of child'health ;prohléms in Syria, haos indicated thet in his
opinicn melnutrition is the moét imjpcr‘bant problem affecting the health of children,

which hos teken the greatest tcll in humen lives , especially in the post-weaning
| [rericd. Much
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pericd. Much more attention will have to be 'pa(id to the educetional aspects of
nutrition ag pert of owr MCW pregrames and we should be more sctively concerned in
surveying the possibilitles.of encowraging the productlion cf proteln fcod itenms
other than milk, particularly qualified for . child feeding.k
34. We may alsc anticipate geographicel extensicn of cur work in the Easterm
Mediterrenean, particularly in the area arcund the Red See where preliminary prc-
Jects and expressions of Interest have reached us from Saudl Lreble, Yewen, the
Protectorote of Aden and the Trust Territery of Someliland. In the Suden end
Ethicpia we have so far only engaged In smanll-scale BCG operations and further

SN
vislte to those countries might widen the scope of pcssibgé\}g;ugistance tc¢ then.
38, TFollowing up on exlsting prcgrexmes and the possibilities of eﬁtering intc
new fields, will require concentrated attention on behalf of UNICEF 1 we are £
- meet the demends that are made on us.
35. s I indicated et the begimning, UNICEF has develcped intc a fully cperoting '
agency of the Unlted Nations in the Eastern Mediterrenean. In the past we nove
been rather conservative in publicizing cur efforts and in owr direct reletiocns
with governments the time kas now come tc pay more attention tc this problem. We
have & right and 1t 1s cur dubty to tell the pecple in the Fagtern »Mediterranean
what UNICEF hes alresdy been able to do in company wilth other specialized a.genc:';.es
of the United Naeticns in assisting countries to develcp thelr child welfare mro-
grexmes end the impact it 1s beginning tc meke on the health of children, as well as
stressing the foundation which hag been laid for permanent work for which a growing
understanding is develcping in the Eastern Mediterranegn. We may thus be able alsc
to ask, with more Justificeticn than in the past, the gevernments of this arca to
rerticipate in the work of the Fund, not only in contriduting tc the work in their
own countries but alsc In helping us to carry the work on in other countries ¢ the

Eastern Mediterranecan ag well ag in other arcas of the world.



