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The world is at a unique crossroads, changing
dramatically right before our eyes.

The reduction in global tensions provides the
opportunity to turn from confrontation to a major
effort to save the lives and improve the living
conditions of children everywhere.

A World Summit for Children at United Nations
headquarters in New York this September will
bring world leaders together to put the needs of
children first.

Oral rehydration therapy. Immunization.
Breastfeeding. Growth monitoring. Simple, low-
cost methods that have already proven their
effectiveness saving millions of young lives.
What's needed is a strong personal commitment by
world leaders to increase funding, mobilize
communities, and save an additional 50 million
children over the next decade.

Helping children means helping their parents —-
with community-based programmes that provide
clean water, day care, income for women...
programmes that monitor nutrition and other basic
health care services.

Entertainment and education attracts parents and
their children.

A children's circus promotes community pride, and
helps forge links between parents, street
educators, and information about nutrition and
health.

A concert audience is entertained, as it learns
the value of immunization.

Role-playing teaches youngsters the dangers of
AIDS.

Other activities reach out to street children, and
help them re-enter society. The first step: drop-in
shelters that offer a hot meal, a shower, a place
to play, medical treatment, adult guidance and,
most important of all, the affection they so badly
need.

A corn mill means less time in the kitchen and
more time learning to read. It also frees mothers
to acquire the knowledge that can save a child's
life.
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This education for living requires everyone's
participation--a grand alliance for children.

Personal contact, the mass media -- all forms of
communication -~ get everyone involved and help
assure sustained progress.

A grand alliance can help ease the suffering of
children caused by economic problems, and the
aftermath of war.

The United Nations' adoption of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child is an important first step
toward making basic children's rights part of
international law.

The next step is for world leaders to become
personally involved and forge policies for the
survival, protection and development of children.

The goals are simple: provide children with the
environment that lets them develop to their
fullest.

Protect children from exploitation, war and
disease.

These are attainable goals that the people want.
Now is the time for leaders to meet at the World
Summit for Children and seize this moment to

provide national security based on people, not on
weapons. .

Time is important, because the children cannot
wait. They need and deserve first call on every
country's resources now.

Because these children
are tomorrow's world. -



