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To: Edgar Koh
From: Robert Cohen
Date: 11 April 90
Re: Contents, Special Summit issue Intercom

This is to update you regarding progress being made in fleshing out the June
issue of Intercom dedicated to the World Summit for Children.

1. Summit overview: the first article will be an overview of the critical
children's issues that will confront the world leaders who will be attending
the summit. It will incorporate the latest information available at press
time about the summit itself, parts of Peter Adamson's excellent overview
piece on children's needs for the 1990s, and summarize the goals UNICEF has
articulated for the summit.

2. Board Summit debate: I will write a story on the discussion on the Summit
that is to take place at the upcoming meeting of the UNICEF Board. ,«

if
3. Mobilization for the Summit: I have rjeo1uej3teji_j|rJJL£l̂  ' S*
representatives in the six Summit-initiating, countries dealing with (<f
-̂ »H*»r̂ '-«'.-<f>«.>-̂ -'«'.*fĉ twW!««5«̂ '̂ '-'----̂  •̂ .•-̂ *̂ ĴCT*̂ T̂ ° *-r*,.>.,-**«J**»«srf- ,v.-p ?̂*'. -. "~-~*7̂rŴ'i..'-.-*;.̂;*,»«*)l3̂«. ^ "• i

preparations and mobilization taking place around the Summit and the ^
development of a children's agenda for the 1990s. I have also requested an ,V j
article on the upcoming Amman pre-summlt meeting and requested interviews with '7 ?* ,
several UNICEF regional representatives while they are in New York for the | .̂jf it"
Board meeting. ^V • <

^f^'" * V //
4. National Committees, NGOs and other partners mobilize for the Summit: this "*TV/
piece will bring together information from diverse sources regarding " '
non-governmental efforts in preparation for the Summit. I will be attending ~~>.
the NGO Forum on the 19/20 April. Per Miljeteig-Olssen is gathering relevant 's
materials for me.

5. Convention on the Rights of the Child: given the importance of the Summit
**'" for the implementation of the Convention, we will have an article combining a)
^ - lan Steele's background piece on the Convention; b) unofficial summary of the
^• Convention itself; c) adaptation of Philip Alston's review of legal aspects of

the Convention and d) material on ratification process in Ghana, Ecuador, U.S.
and other countries (I have sent out requests for information).

6. UCI and the Summit: since the focus of the Summit seems to be on "doing the
do-able", I think it would be appropriate to feature UCI as being among the
highest-priority "do-ables". I have been trying to obtain a copy of Terrell
Hill's paper on UCI to see if it can be adapted to Intercom's requirements.

7. Foreign debt, adjustment with a human face and the Summit: at the planning
meeting it was suggested something be included on Jhpw the debt question might
JjBpac.t_.on the Summit. This is obviously a delicateTarea and we want to handle
it in the most constructive way. Rolf Van der Hoven said he would soon provide
me with short papers on these two subjects and invited me to attend the 17
April open meeting on these issues, to determine if inclusion in Intercom is
useful.



8. Facts for Life: I 3m asking Tony Hewett to prepare an article evaluating
the impact of Facts for Life as a mobilizing tool for child well-being and the
lessons provided for child advocacy in the 1990s.

9. How Nations Serve Young Children: Cassie Landers has agreed to prepare a
"think" piece on worldwide child care and education, on the occasion of the
Summit. In part, it will be a review of the new book "Profiles of Child Care *"
and Education in 14 Countries".

10. Articles from the Field; I have-solicited "personal opinion" pieces from a
number of UNICEF country offices that would describe successes and problems in
public mobilization on children's issues, drawing lessons for the Summit and
beyond. Of course, we do not know what response we will get from the field.

We have contracted with artist Susan Rotolo to provide eight original
illustrations on key children's themes for this issue.

Your suggestions and guidance will be most welcome,

cc. Hehr Khan, Sam Koo, Marion Dempsey


