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1. Greetings, and on behalf of UNICEF, the Substantive Secretariat, I welcome all of you! You have come from all corners of the world to this event which we all feel has a particular place in this year’s global calendar of events. Between Monterrey where governments discussed and agreed on specific actions to finance the agenda for development, and Johannesburg, where later this year governments will assess progress after the World Social Summit, this special session squarely reminds the world of where it all starts: with children. 

2. Not only Heads of State and Government are arriving in record numbers (HERE latest figure) You as well have come in historic numbers: About 3600 NGOs are accredited, and we expect over 1500 NGO representatives from all over the world to participate. This is a historic event in many respects, but one of the more important ones is that for the first time in the history of General Assembly Special Sessions governments have approved for accreditation to the Special Session NGOs who work directly at the grass-roots level with UNICEF for the rights of children – an invaluable and rich source of expertise and experience is here!

3. You are about to be part of a UN Special Session that is different from many others in many ways. But first: how did we arrive at this moment:

· WSC in 1990, 71 Heads of State and Governments signed the World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of Children and the Plan of Action for implementing the Declaration, later endorsed by 181 countries. The Convention on the Rights of the Child had just been adopted by the UN, and had in fact entered into force. At the time, the NGO movement, alive and thriving and so instrumental in the drafting of the CRC, did not play a significant role at that 1990 Summit.

· In 1996, the mid-Decade review following the WSC stressed that the General Assembly should consider holding a Special Session to examine how far countries had achieved to fulfil their promises to children and implement the Declaration and Plan of Action of WSC.

· In 1999, the General Assembly invited governments and relevant organisations to undertake reviews of progress made since WSC, and encouraged appropriate national, regional and international preparatory activities. The Secretary-General was requested in that resolution to submit to the special session a review of the implementation and results of the World Declaration and Plan of Action.

· “We the Children” – this report by the Secretary-General to the Third Preparatory Committee session outlines that considerable progress was made since 1990. Most notably in the areas of polio eradication, neonatal tetanus, diarrhoea, vitamin A and iodine deficiency elimination, good advances were noted. But for many of the goals, achievements were less than impressive. Infant and under-five mortality only declined by 11 %, rather than the goal of  33%; malnutrition only declined by 15%, rather than by 50%; there was no real progress in the reduction of maternal mortality (the goal was 50%), and universal access to safe drinking water is far from being reality.

· 6 regional ministerial meetings took place in preparation for the special session, reviewing progress made in meeting national commitments. Civil society and NGOs met all over the world to contribute their views and expertise, and children and young people under 18 years of age came together in over 20 meetings spanning the globe. The results of all of these meetings have contributed to the impact this special session will have for the future. 

· Three Preparatory Committee meetings – a few outcomes:

· The outcome document was to be concise, action-oriented, forward-looking, ‘do-able’ and progress was to be measurable

· Children and young people’s involvement in the special session was to be substantive – although the exact nature of this was unclear at the time.

· Governments addressed the need to incorporate commitments made at world conferences over the last decade.

4. I said this special session was special. Why? At the top of the agenda is of course the ‘outcome document’, “A World Fit For Children” which will be agreed upon at the Special Session (has just been agreed upon??…), setting the new global agenda for children. Governments are committing themselves to take far-reaching actions to promote healthy lives, provide quality education, protect children from abuse, exploitation and violence and combat HIV/AIDS. More than twenty specific targets and benchmarks are foreseen. Governments endorse economic and financial measures to finance the agenda, as the world now knows that investing in children is not only right, but economically reasonable. Broad-based partnerships will be the foundation for the agenda, at global, regional and national level, beginning with the formulation of national plans of action. As the Substantive Secretariat, charged with the development of the NPA guidelines, UNICEF has committed to develop these guidelines in close consultation with our NGO and other civil society partners. 

5. Over the course of its drafting, the ‘outcome document’ has benefited enormously from the constructive criticism and concrete language that NGOs have provided While the over 90 NGOs gathered in the Child Rights Caucus have worked tirelessly during the Preparatory Sessions and in between, up to the last minute, NGOs at national and regional levels have lobbied their governments as well.

6. We all want this Special Session to be truly special. You will all have seen the programme of events: this is an exciting new way for the UN to organize a General Assembly Special Session. What better thing to do on the occasion of the Special Session for Children than to actually give children the space to talk with each other and to talk to governments and other leaders! There are many: 387 (CHECK latest figure). As we speak, they are about to finish a three day children’s forum in which children coming together from all regions of the world speak about the issues from their own perspectives, uninfluenced, in their own ways. Two of these children will address the General Assembly plenary debate tomorrow, a first in UN history. As of today we do not know yet who these two children are: they are only now being selected from within the children’s forum participants. Children will also address each of the official Roundtables, and the Women’s Leadership for Children meeting. 

7. There are many children here as part of NGO delegations who are not participating in the children’s forum. For them and the children’s forum children opportunities are provided to meet, to exchange views and to see how one could continue to work together in the future. One exciting and important innovation are dialogues between heads of government delegations and children, organized by region. 

8. In addition to the official debates in the plenary and the Committee of the Whole, the Roundtables, the Women’s Leadership for Children Forum, and the public-private partnership dialogue, there will be over 100 supporting events, organized by NGOs, governments and UN agencies, many in collaboration with UNICEF which all give testimony to the enormous wealth of knowledge and experience around children rights. There are “constituency events” (the religious leaders symposium is taking place today; there is a parliamentary forum; there is an event on child-friendly cities with mayors of some of the world’s big cities; national ombudspersons for children come together and discuss ways to work together better). There are panel discussions on issues ranging from children in armed conflict to education to children’s participation. Participants will discuss how to obtain governments’ commitment to mobilize the resources necessary to finance the agenda of  the world fit for children. There are around 70 NGO-organized supporting events, regional caucuses, fora covering thematic issues and artistic performances, with an extraordinary substantive and geographic coverage. And finally, on Friday, there is an event to celebrate and carry further the Global Movement for Children, this monumental worldwide force for children of which the special session is just one, but one very important piece. 

9. But as we all know, the success of this special session is only in parts determined by the endorsement of the World Fit for Children, the official meetings, and the many other organized events that take place. What counts so much is the personal encounter of people, the informal conversations in the corridors, the rich exchange of views and ideas across continents and regions and across lines between opposing opinions. We look forward to these most fruitful dialogues. 

10. So we thank you all for coming in such historic numbers; to have contributed so meaningfully to the preparations; and to now help the world embark on a new global agenda for children. I wish us all three peaceful, constructive and memorable days and wherever we belong, much success in translating the outcomes into a better world for children. 
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