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Good afternoon, young friends. 

I believe you have all seen the outcome document, “A World Fit for Children”, both the official version and the child-friendly version.  I’ll try to summarise for you the highlights of this document.

But let me first say something about the significance of the title, “A World Fit for Children”, because it reflects quite a revolutionary concept.  Historically societies have groomed children to fit their social norms and values. If that was our intention, we would have called this document “Children Fit for the World”, or something to that effect.

Instead, the ambition of this document—and of this whole conference, the Special Session on Children, is to make the world fit for children.  That means the best interests of children, for their survival, development, protection, and participation, become the major objective of this conference and document, and its follow-up.  This is the essence of the vision articulated in the Declaration.

Creating a ‘world fit for children’ was the vision of the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child…the 1990 World Summit for Children…and now the 2002 Special Session on Children.

What should a world fit for children be like?  Such a world, we believe, and as the document says in para 14—would offer children: The best possible start in life; quality basic education; and opportunities to adolescents to develop their potential and participate in social, cultural, spiritual, and civic pursuits according to their evolving capacities.

In this document, and at the Special Session on Children—leaders of the world will commit themselves to uphold 10 major actions and principles, including: Put Children First; Fight Poverty: Invest in Children; Educate Every Child; Protect Children from Harm and Exploitation; Protect Children from War; and Combat HIV/AIDS.
Here I want to emphasize to you principle #9—Listen to Children and Ensure Their Participation. This is what we’re trying to do here at this Children’s Forum. I hope we all realise what a tremendous advance this is in the progress of human civilization. For centuries, millennia in the past, in all societies, we are used to children listening to adults—not adults listening to children.
Now we are saying adults too need to listen to children and view them as resourceful citizens whose views must be heard and respected, as holders of rights.
In this respect, I am glad to say that views of children, including those of many of you here in this room were heard when you took active part in the end-decade review of progress and lessons learned since the 1990 World Summit for Children.  Major meetings were held in Beijing, Berlin, Cairo, Kathmandu, and Kingston, and their outcomes all fed into the Special Session preparations and the outcome document.
Of course, parents and families have the primary responsibility of rearing children, and guiding their development (as stated in paras 6, 15, and 31).  But we do aspire in this document and conference to changing the world with children, which is the slogan of the Global Movement for Children—a grand alliance of partners working to ensure that every child has the chance to grow in peace, health and dignity.
Besides children themselves—and their families—there are a number of actors who can play an important role in creating a world fit for children.  They are listed in para 31—governments, NGOs, the private sector, religious/spiritual organizations, parliamentarians, the media, international organizations, among others. 
To achieve a world fit for children, some specific actions need to be undertaken in the coming decade—these involve actors in initiatives to achieve specific goals in the priority areas of health, education, child protection and HIV/AIDS.
Let me now hand over to our colleagues Tom Burke and Sabrina Bendali, members of the Child Rights Caucus Steering Committee, who will speak in greater detail about the key elements of the Plan of Action of the World Fit for Children.
(…)

What will it take to achieve the ambitious goals and targets that Sabrina and Tom spoke about, which will be agreed at the Special Session on Children? Of course it will require: right policies/approaches/strategies; political commitment and good governance; but it will also take resources—massive amounts of resources.
In the Section dealing with mobilising resources, we talk about a variety of ways in which funds can be raised—including more from national budgets; more international assistance; more debt relief; and better trade policies, among other means.
Resources can also be mobilised by getting the private sector to do more for children—to demonstrate corporate social responsibility; to invest in R&D benefiting children; to follow child-friendly labour, environmental practices. A lot of resources can also be liberated by getting governments to reduce military expenditure and lessening the arms trade.
More resources are needed in all countries—but most countries will have to generate resources from their own efforts, although some countries, particularly in Africa and Asia, and among the least developed countries—will need massive international co-operation. The document calls for all of this.
How will we make sure that all these promises for creating a world fit for children, taking actions in the priority areas of promoting healthy lives, providing quality education, etc., and mobilising additional resources will be kept and honoured by governments and others?

The final section of the outcome document, called “Follow-up Actions and Monitoring” makes some specific suggestions.  These include:

· All countries of the world asked to prepare or to strengthen plans for implementing the goals and strategies adopted at this conference;

· All countries asked to develop monitoring systems to track progress;

· UN agencies and others asked to help countries;

· Specifically UNICEF, as the world’s lead agency for children, asked to prepare a consolidated analysis and to report on implementation, in collaboration with many partners—among them children themselves. 

And how can children—all of you—participate in the follow-up? I see at least five avenues for your action:

1. The first is to share and to raise awareness of the outcome and commitments coming out of this conference, including through communicating the key points of “A World Fit for Children”, and building on the Say Yes for Children campaign; 

2. Second, find out how your country plans to develop a national plan of action to achieve the goals and targets agreed at this conference, or integrate them into existing national plans, and promote civil society participation in this process, including that of children and young people, to the extent possible;

3. Third would be to identify what actions and priorities are relevant for your communities, and to find initiatives you could be directly involved in—whether it’s making sure that all children get quality basic education, or ensuring that children who come from disadvantaged groups have equal access to services;

4. Fourth would be to mobilise and engage others to become involved—not only young people such as yourselves, but also adults.  We have long underestimated and undervalued the power of children to influence adults, but we are seeing proof of it, from changing attitudes and mindsets to even influencing major consumer and political choices. 

5. Finally, and I’m sure I don’t need to emphasize this to you, who are clearly motivated, young leaders—maintain unwavering commitment, and stay the course!  The future is in your hands.  As the anthropologist Margaret Mead said, “Never doubt that a small group of dedicated individuals can change the world...indeed, it's the only thing that ever has”.
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