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The following corrsspondence and attachment relates to a proposal by the
representative of France on the Fxecutive Board for the creation in Paris

of an Internationsl Children's Centrs.
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Exccutive Office of the Secretary-Ceneral

Maveh T, 1943
Lear Dr. Rajchman,

The attached letter dated March 5 from the Delegation of the French
Republic tc the United NWations has besn received by the'Secretary-Ceneral
today. Since the lxecvtive Board of the Internaticpal Children's
Tmergency Fund ie meeting on March @ ke has asked me to transmit this
letter to you urgenily without waiting until a full exsmination of its
contents had been made. No doubt the Exscubive Board will wish in due
couree to consult with the Secretary-General on certain aspects of the
important proposael put forward by the French Govermment and he will be
giad to participate for this purpose in the Board's deliberations in
whatever memner it may consider appropriate.

' Yours sincerely,
(sgd) Martin Fill
Deputy Execufive Assistant
t§ the Secretary-General
Dr. Ludwik Rajchnan
Chairman of the Execubive Board of the
Internationzl Children's Imergency Fund
United Nations - Manhattar Office
Los Fast Lond Street
Tew York 17, New York
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As you Xnow, the French representative on the Executive Doard of
the ICIF submitted to that body In 1947 a propesal for the establishuent
in Paris of an internationsl children's centre. The main purpese of
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training, to underteke scientific vesearch and investigations conceraing
child problems, to make imown the work carried out in this Tield 2y the
various varticinabting ccuntries and te provide the widsst possilbls public
information on hygicne and pireventive medicine irn regerd to children.

Following this proposal, the ixscutive Poard of the Furd decided
wo consider the fecilities cffered Ly the French Govermmsnt and to use
them for the organizetion in Paris in 1643, and agein in 1949, of an
international course in pediatrice,

This course, liks the nilot centre fer BCG vaccination at present
functioning in Paris, 1s only one branch of the organization originally
enviszged by the Prench Government vhich would, -if established, eusure
continuation of ths beneficial work which this body has initiated and
which 1% continues to promete. In the view of the French Govermment,
such an institution whose activities would extend veyond health problems
and educational mutters, would come within the field of acticn of the
United Uastions, particularly the ICEF, and should work under ites auspiceg
in ¢lose cellgboration with the Urited Nations Department of Social Affaire

and with the United Fations organs and specialized agencles more

particularly concerned with child problems, This collsbtoration could
e ananved hy avvceroatine Prawm ke varwoaantatdsar AT the TOUT an oY AIs
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General and the Director of Studies, a2 group of e
participating countries.

I have the honour to inform you that the Franch Covernment has
requested me, after discussion of the matter by the Council of Minlsters,
to submit this préject to you officially and to ask you to inform the

Executive Beard of the ICZEF.

/The Executive Beard .
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The uyecutLve Boa”a of the ICWF hav1ng alrealy in 1048 and
in ite budget for the flrst half of 19&9, assured “the ;inanc;no of
‘the Jnternatlonal course on ﬁedlatrics qnd the pilot cvnt“e cor the
study cf BCG in Paris by means of the French contribution to 4he
" ICEF, the French Government is of the opinlon that the same direct
method could be used to ensure the functloning of the Interndt1onal
Children's Leﬂtre. '

I am also aathorized to iniorm you o? the Governmen+‘s decigion
to pr0v1d° suitable rreuisss *or the International Children's Centre,
wiere the d1f?erent serv1cps, counci; TOOMS 4 iecture Trooms, ex.lbltﬂon
halls and research 1aboratories could be arranged.

) I havg.the‘honour to be stc.

(signsd) Georges Boris

R
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Note from the French delegation. to the Executi#a Board of .the ICEF concerning

the proposal for the estavlishment of an Intornational Childrenfé Centre in

Parisg,

= Sa——

Peverting to the proposals previously made by its representatives.to fhe
Programme Committee and the Executive Board of the ICEF (17 June 1947,
letter from the Chairman of the Executive Board of thq ICEF to the
Secretary-Gereral of the Unlted Natiqns bf 30 June 1947,. Programme Cowmittes,
' August session, 1947, Executive Board of the ICEF, October session, 1947,
and the statement .of the French delegate to the Third Committeé_of the

Paris General Assembly on 2 Decembex -1948), the French Government, aftgrA
discussiqﬁ by the Council of Ministers on 16 February 1949, offers the ICEF

special facilities for the establishment and operation of an Intermational

Children’s Centre in Paris.

The five essential tasks to bs carried out by ths International

Children's Centre ave:

1.

O S GUR

teaching;
investigations,
public information;

sclentific research;

'comparisoq of the work done by various institutions for

- maternity and child welfare in the parsicipating countiries.

1. Teaching.

The teaching envisaged is of a new and progressive type. It is inbended

for an international-public, consisting of all the men and womwen interested

in childhood problems. It must facilitate an exchange of ideas, methods and

rqsulﬁs in allimatters concerning children; This teaching, which ig

oggentially different from the traditional teaching of faculties, institutes

of political and social studies, and the various schools fbr tralning experts

in child welfare, is directed towards practical and immediate application.

The experience gained in the courses given in 1948, supplemented by that of

the courses arranged for 1949, ghould contribute to ensure.its efficlency

end valus,

This teaching is intermational. It is anticipated that the teaching

" staff will conbinue to be recruited from well-known specialists in the

different countries invited to participate vho are either %isiting Paris

or will be invited there specially. Trips, including short stays in

different countries will be arranged for the students following the course,

as vas done in 1948 ard 1949, These trips will provide not only visits

and contacts, dut also speclalist tralning, which is included in the goneral

/syliabus of the
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sylladus of the course, ,

The students wilY be drawn from the various partici patinL nationg.
Arrangements will be wade :for them to work and live together.in order to,
cultivate a apirit of invernational co-operation and wmutusl understandlng
and to encourage the exchange of ideas. It is permiseible to hope that
& modest but effective conbribution will thus be wade to creatiné a p§w
outlook in all who have charge ef children. The meeling together of
children®s specialiste from ail parts of the world, over a period of
several, Ponths is something quite different from congresses, brief

conversations and 1nde¢dual miSSLGns and will bring about 8 new tvue

" of international co~onera+ion and solldaritv in child welfare.

will be doctors, surgeons and cbstetriciens specializing in the treatment
and prevention of physical diseéaas and psychic disordsrs in children,
the tsaching is also intended for welfare woriers; architects vho are
to oulld and adapt hospitals, smatorie .and climics for éhildrenj hgaith
officers in charge of establiehments and vork for healthy, sick, cyibpled
or deserted children or those ih the care of the juvenile courts; -teachers
and e@ucators of all kinds; and-éocial'workers]dealing'with child probleus,
rarticularly. among the children who have suffered so much during the lest
-few years in most countries cf the world, _

The tsaching mugt brar directly on-present-day'problems._ These‘ _
are lnnumgrable, very vagled and continually present to all: problems
‘of mutrition for expectani motners, nursing mothers and children,
pathelogy ¢f pregrnancy and birth, the protectlon of chlldren agalinst
bontagLous diseases, mental hygierns in home @nd scheol, the reaajasfment

of rerv srted and dellnquent children, the organization oF group leisure

activitiss for children, the care of children vhose mothebs are at work etc.

These guostions, which are at the base of world social problems, must

be the subject of feaching and demonétration in the various stages of

ths courses orﬂanlzed by the International Children's Centre. The students
will.thus be made the piomeers of an international movemsnt on behalf of
children; and’ will be provided with a baslc training adeguate td inspire
fruitful action con a‘world-wide scale. The social character will be
accentuateé by compariﬂoﬁ between the various solutions applied to child
problems by, countries with dlfferlng sconcmic and social structure and

by ccwparieon of concept1ons, ach*evements and results,

;
N :

-
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2. .. Investigations.

: .,',' -

The International Chlldren 8 Centre muet be equipped to undertake,
at the euggeetlon of the part1c1pating States medlcal and eoc1al ]
investlgat*ono on Ohlld problems and*bocompare results, It must also . ..
be & feference centre for meternlty end child welfare ingtitutes in
the dlfzerent countries. It will place at, their disposal an 1nternat10nﬂl
collection of documents on present -day probleme and give them -the. beneflt
of world experience The neod for such a technical information service
hes for long been appanent and its eetabliehment should 1ncreaee the

efficlency of *ndiv1dual efforts. .

The international Jnveetlgat ons of the Centre, co- ordlnated with -
those carried- out by the eociel services of the Unlted Nations, WO,
UNESCO and FAO, will supplement and asglist tne_work of theee various

bodies in the’h;ghlyuepecialized field of child welfare, It is hardly

. necessary to give examples. The problems of juvenile delinguency, .

problems raised by children suffering from sensory and motor defecte .
(e.g., eaf “blind and paralytic caildrcu), the problems of nutrition, |
‘ , ezls, school liygiene as a Wnﬁie, pre
’ women workere and the medical and educaticnal e rporvision of orphanages
are. only listed here to show the velue of such research and the reeulte
which may be expected.from an 1nte:nationel ceqtre deelgned to encourage
and co-ordlnate the efforts of the 1nveet¢gators. . -

3. Public. 1nfofnation. ' o , . -

‘Research on infentile'mortality and stilibikth: has shown the
importance of psychologlcal factors and the need Ior an effort to educate
the rublic in general _end mothers in particular, in Chl;d welfare .

Thle nubllc _nfornatlon is above all naticnal the problems arlelng

and tne psychological methods of public instructlon vary from.eountnynk Palgeny

to country, but they have nevertheless a common basis and useful ideas, . ..

can be passed from one country to another,

o

Public education is 1ndispensable on, ente-natal care, over- etrain
of the mother durlng pregnancy, the. need, for qualified assistance at
conf'insment, the Sp801&l care needed by new-born chlldren, the high
death rate amonget whom 1s largely due to the ignorance of. the people ‘
around them, the nmeans of counteracting undeelrable featuree of artif1c1el
feed1ng, prevention of 1nfect10ue dzee&eee, advantagee of medlcel
supervision of feedlng, and the damage done by rule cf-thum) methode end

veriocus euperstltione A special effort would be mede in this fleld by

g /the International
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the International Children's Centre, which might make comparative studles
of the resulte obtained in the different countries, eompere methods etc.,
and the effect of different typss of propaganda used: Aleafiets, posters,
press articles, teaching in schoole. The results of this study would
meke it easier for each country to choose a euitable-policy. It would
be desirable to meintain close collaboration with the secial_sereices
of the United Nations and the sPecialized agencies,
L. Scientific research.

In research, which is closely linked to 1nvestigation,”the
role of the Iﬁternational-Children's Centre would be limited—to a certain

-number of problems of obvioﬁs'international bearing and izmediate
jractical interest. 'There is no question of the Intermationsl Childrent's
Centre intervening in the gcientiflc researches undertaken by national ‘-‘a
institutions, which have suitable fieans aveilasble and in which research
is carried-out Wy eminent exﬁerts.
However, the International Centre mi ‘
(a) in tackling certain problems which could better be solved on
*the international plane < for eXemple, the unification and
standardization of certain processes of'child vaccination, a
comparative study on nutritional problems and growth, and the
influeﬁce of certain geographical and climatic factors on a group
cf countries. From this point of view the Centreis activity woulid
enmbrace the same type of woék ag the pllot station for the etudy of
BCG vaccination established by the ICEF in Paris.
The Centre could appeal for permanent of temperary aséisfance from
. the leading specialists in the subjects under consideration., It would '
also be a useful technical training centre for young research workere\
from various countries, It 1s not necessary to insist on the valuable
results which might be obtained from the active collaboratlon of 3pe01allsts
worklng together with all their energy on a given problem,
(b) To assist certain countries where the facilities for specialized
research are not suffilcient for the study and solution of perticular
problems lying essentially within the gsphere of applied science,
the Intermational Children's Centre would collaberate with the
specialized agencies, which might ‘promote necessary researeh, and
also with national institutions and bodies. '

5. Comparison of the work done by various institutions for maternity

and child welfare in the countries participating.

The Centre would he & link between the various speciallzed agencies

dealing with problems of childhood in the perticipating countries. The

/directors of .
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directors of these institutions would undoubtedly find 1t bemeficial to

meet together periodically for Jjoint discussion. on the problems in their

field, or . to apply to thelr collaborators there for useful 1nfcrmaﬁion
ORGANIZATION OF INVERNATIONAL CENTRE

. The Centre would be under the direction of an Executive Board, acting

under the supervision of the ICEF Execﬁtive Board and the United Nations
Department of Social Affairs, )

" The Executive Board would consist, apart from the delecates of the
" ICEF Executive Board, of: a representative from the United Nations
Department of Social A~fairs, a representative of WHO, a representative
of UNESCO,:a representetlive of FAQ and representatives of the participating
‘States, | o :

‘The work would bhe organized by a Direbﬁor-General, agsisted by a

Secﬁion'Officer.for each of the btrasaches of work suggested: . teaching,

education, investigetion, research. The staff would be recruited in the

FINANCING AND AREANGEMEHTQ FOR STARTING WORK
.For the establlshment of the International Childrer's Centre, the
French Goverrment offere to place at the disposel of thé ICEF the

ChEteau of Longchamps, and until the ChZieau is made fit for use, suitable

premises are offered in the Place du Palais de Chaillot in Paris.
Since the Executive Board of the ICEF has already, in 1948 and in

the budget approved for the first half of 1949, essumed the finencing of
the intermational course on social pediatrics and the pilot siation for
BCG vaccinatiﬁn in Parie out of the French contribution to the ICEF, the
French Government is of the opinion that the séme direct method could be
used to ensure the functioning of the Internationsl Children's Centre. °
As has been done in the past, the Centre would use all the theoreticael

and practical means of teaching made available to the'oygaﬁizere of the
course in 1948-40, and also the modern installations now being developed

in Frence thenks to ICEF aid, '
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