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M O’”’TE S RELATIVE TO THE

U’N’I TED NATIONS

CHILD REN*S Furi D

(UNICEF)

19,46 -198.2

I.uGUELE , EUSTAMAN1’E

.PHYSICIAN, DOCTOR OF

IX Tl?ODrJCTI ON. s

From the moment when

PUBLIC HEALTH

I received the first reports on the

work in support of the infant;.”.population of the wor~d,

primarily from the organization for emergency assistance

known as the United Nations ChildrenSs Fund, ~ ,

uyIcE?, 1 have had admiration for its wnrting goals and for

the leaders who have directed it, as well as professional

respect for their ideals and capacity for work, and personally,

gratitude for having permitted me to associate the efforts of my

country and myself to the executive Board of UNICEF in 1962 and 1963.

I have extracted from the pages of my memories those

that follow which are related in various ways and with differing

intensity to the United Nations Children’s Fund for the period

1947 to 1982.

?IT?STJ:JAPE>!:ESSOF THZ lF!TTIATIWZTO CPE,lTE‘WZ U!JIT!?D

NATIONS CIITI,DR,E?JtS.FIJ?KJ

In Ame 1976 the !it?crctaryof Health and Zocial Se~ices

in Yexico, Dr. Cistavo 13az,appointed the delegation to attend

(.kfK+3s~r+~~
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the International conference of Health which met in New York ●
to study and~ in this case, to approve a constitution for

the World Health Organization. The delegates from Mexico were;

Dr. Octavio ??ondxag&n#Under-Secretary of Health and Social

Services and Drs, Miguel E. ~stamante, .AltertoP. Le&,

Gustavo Rovirosa, and Jos~ Zozaya.

In the Cmference assembled in July 1946,the proposal for

the Iiorld Health Organization was drafted and signed,with the

Organization itself to tx established on the prior ratification

of the constitution by 26 member states.

During the weeks of work at Hunter College, I had the

opportunity to WCOIW acquainted with the principal personalities

who were worlcingin the field of world health, and<.among.various

of whom I maintained friendships for many years. 9

.%TO!KJthe leaders I recall Dr. Thomas ParranS Surgeon

General of the Public Health Service of the United States,

Dr. !3roc!<Chizholn of Canada, and Dr.’&idrija ?tampar, ”i)%rectorof

Health of Yuqoslatia, who was the President of “the First World

Health Assembly, which was convened in Geneva, Switzerland

in 1948.

Among the American countries the delegate from Brazil,

Dr. Geraldo de Paula Sousar was a prominent figure in the

Conference for having been, together with Dr. Siming Zi of

Chinar a ProPonent in the United Nations Conference held in

San Francisco, of the idea to create an international

Organization of health.

●
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The delegates of the American countries took a very

active part in the debates of the Conferea!e, .inwhich two

oPPosln9 points of view were discussed. Some delegates ~iere

proposing that only a wbrld health organization remain,

abolishing all ~ther exiht~ng health organizations of inter-

national” character; another group:was maintaining,” :,

respecting the countries in the Americas, that the organization

constituted by the Pan American Sanitary Orcjimization”:(nowthe Pan

American Health Organization) and the Pan Anerican Sanitary

Conferences, traditions which:had been:-hiktorkcally important,since

1902, be continued.

Finally, it was decided for the delegates of various

countries in the Americas, among them Brazil, ch.ile,United

states, ~~lambia, I.!eficoand Venezuela, that the integration

of the e:?istixg regional health organizations with the >!orld

Health Organization would be accepted, in due time, once the

latter had been established.

The debates in the International Health Conference lasted

several weeks in a physical ambience of intense heat, without

air conditioning in the meeting rooms, and without simultaneous

translation, although consecutive translation was carried out

.inthree .Ianquaqesand, at times, in fo~lr. AS a beneficial

result, %vond the aqreement which was achieved in the pro-

longed sessims, ‘+:ebecame acquainted with all the delegates,

as well as ,wi.thpersons whotiere attending tiitfiout.right ‘to vote,

since their countries were not memters OE the Vnited Nations,

and fi.nally~?ithpersons froin Variou: gro’upsinter”es’tedin peace

and the veil-hing n: the world who were accredited as

observers.



During those days in July 1946 and in those circumstances

I got to know an obsemer, Dr. Wdi,ik Ra.jchmanwho, with other

persons +~r?ng those years, was pursuing a crusade against

hunger”and lack of shelter and employment among the EUrOpean

population??zffected as a consequence of the i;orld liar. The

organization “For Aid to and l?ehabilitation of the Abandoned,

>;aln~Uri~~~edand .qo~less Inhabitants of Europe” was supported

by the United Vations Relief and F!ehabilitation Administration

(-U?’RR.I).Dr. Rajchman and his colleagues concerned themselves

with ener~e?cy assistance to the children of Europe and to their

families. ~.-lclerstandingt?,athunger, illness, misery and

ignorance extended to almost all the children in the world, the

need tc extend the work of UXTCEF to the entire world and to ●
continue its vo::k in a permanent form was seen clearly,

SiX=3 ~,-,e%neficial and admiuable work of UNICSF an~

recalling the rjeneva Declaration of the’.l?i.ghtsofthe Child

o“f26”Septemter 1924; , a recommendation was formulated in

1946 by the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations

in order t%t a new institutional force might be given’ to the



-5-

..

●

;0
.

I listened to discu~sions on the duplication that would

occur in infant health care in the world with the establishment,

on the one hands of the World Health Organization, which should

have mother-child health programmas, and, on the other hand,

of UNICZ? which would assimilate itself to the programme of—.

“theNorld Health organization.

THE I!I?ET3FOR UNICEF AND ITS ALTRUISTIC AND OPEN CO-OPERATION

WITH TIIZNORLD HP.ILTHORGANIZATION

The Xexican delegation to the World IIealthAssembly had

supported the ideaof creating a ~iorldorganization, without aLnl-

ishing that of the Pan American Sanitary Organization, now the

Pan A!nerican Health Organization, which is of regional character

and functions ak’.arkgional office o“fthe WHO without diffi-

C!ulties’.throughagreements.with the latter.

l%e existence of the specialized regional organization

wide.1.y5enefiLs all the countries of America.

Tk,:eaEoliSh_Inent. of the Pan American Orcjanization~ in

o’rder to maintain on~y’the World I{ealthOrganizationr provoked

many and heated discussions, but finally good

pre~.iled rmd Article 54 of the Constitution of

the sol.~tionthat functions admirablyand is an

undcr:~taxdinq and co-operation between nations,

judgment

WHO provided

example of

It ~~ a

triumph for the cause of physical, mental, and social health

in the xorld. I though~ then,and tine has confirned ?k,that

the Gnite5 :JationsChildrents Fund complements, kt does not

substitute for,aor interfere with, I-JHOand 2,1S0.
—
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Tl_.efact that the fuiidsfor the budget of UhTCEF, an ●
organizakian of the Economic and Social Council, are not

included in the regular budget of’the United Xations produces

cli~ficcltiez for UNICEF operations.. Its regular budget

is made up of voluntary contributions, principally those of

gover!??wlts 22d individuals, very.limited, which vary from yea:

50 Ye~r and ~o~etimes decline to dangerous levels in terms of the

crganizs!d life of UNJCEF.

It is noteworthy that the countries are aware of the reality

of UNICEF assistance, as for example, improvement in the health

services and the health of mothers and children and as in

programmed for the protection and encouragement of a healthful

life in the rural areas. One can observe this reality in Mexico

where one sees the initials of UNICEF on the potable water supply ●
pumps in many isolated communities.

I;@.::::..ri-j.’>l.e,but no less real., is t?,eassistance which

Y:,TcE? ;>r.mides to doctors, nurses, auxilia~ nurses and

practic~.lly ?:rpcrienced midwives in t?~eprogrammed for i.nfarrt’

and:mternal protection,
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● Which oppressed many countries in the Americas, such as malaria

and yaws (framboesia tropics) and, in the programmed for

mther-child czre, the resources of UNICEF were meshed x:i’:h

ti:osea: the ?an l,merican Sanitary OFfice and, through these,.

wit?. those of the L’orldHealth Organization in its regional

.&,ta,j~n~UP the position Of the Secretary-General of

the pan American Sanitary Office, I had already hat? the

opportunity at different international meetings to know :5ss

Katherine F. Lenroot and }’Js.Shirley Enochs who had undertaken

admirsble rorl< in the Children’s ~dreau of the United States

znd i~ inter-z=rican progranm?es of co-operation and I could

understand t~eir admiration For the works of L~CEF in the

● ?:3xl.d.

2esi2es co-operati>g :n the direct care >ro5rar.ms ~or

~,=$.~.~:-~and c:,ildren and ir.We ca~aign agai?.st illnesses

t>.atca.a~e the greater Dart of infant! mrtality, UhTICEF

provi3ed technical assistance and resources ?or estatilisk.ing



-8-

resolution- zpproved, which was of prim~rdial interest for ●
:’.s>:ic~, stzted that the countries overwhelmed by the intensity

0: :.;ala::z, a,disease.”i;~ichimpedes the culti~mition and

de-..clp~:e:?t?t0? the most :ertile re~ions 3R5.increzses infant

.:nrt,..lityrshould undertake a can’paign for erriclicating it.

i II~.’c:3c.r2z, for having directed the Department of Demography

of :Y:eSecretariat 0: Gove.mment , a?? havin: been Governor OE

+>+f+y],,: c ..4- .,,:~.,ich,-n.asaf~ected bv malaria, issued on 17 Eece!nker

,. .. ..e ~.. ,+ ,.I. .: -,.. L:.,e,.--. .—---, ___...J. . . . personnel, CIOC:OZ5, ir.secticide sprzyers,

. ...... .L-. ..’-, ... -,-n.
C.7:G ::..:11 LC2 . . . . . . . ,:-dlth i.ns.pectors,as ,..211as la-Eorakory equlp-

........_:or microscopic examinations o< blood in ozder to penetrate
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The rural homes accepted this form of dentification,,and,

in many small localities, used it for a postal address, as

for example, “C.N.E.P 825n and the name of the locality.

The vehicles with the acronym “uNICEF”y S.S.A.” marked the

penetration in Mexico of the health sanitation activities,

carried out by the personnel in the most remote rural regions.

On writing these lines in 1983, in which are linked

historically the work of UNICEF and the Secretariat of Health

and Social Services, only one or two deaths or none, have been

recorded in recent years, whereas around 18,000 deaths annually

were ocurring ii 1535 from this disease.

●
For the presidential period following that of Don Adolfo

Ruiz Cortinez, Dr. Adolfo Lopez Mateos was elected. In order

to be aware of his views on international problems, it is

worthwhile to recall his words at the UNESCO Headquarters in

Paris in March 1983, at which time he described clearly the

‘.
objectives for achieving a dynamic peace, which, in fact,

characterize the functions of the international organizations:

‘*War,hunger, ignorance and illness are the worse
scourges of civilization. It will not be possible to
attack any of them on a worldwide scale without an
active and fruitful international cooperation. This
fact, which appears evident when one alludes to war,
is no less certain for the circumstances pertaining
to disease, which, is more extensive each day in
many regions. As such it requires measures of joint
action, on each occasion more precise and more complex
for all that pertaining to hunger, against which it
would not be possible to fight without the assistance
of all continents, and for all that pertaining to
ignorance, which is, at the same time, the most
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concealed cause and the clearest consequence of
the tragic injustices of history. To avoid war
is without doubt, and above all presently, the
most compelling task. But peace does not only
presume good juridical and political agreements.
The United Nations understood this from the
beginning, and, for this reason, created a body
of specialized institutions, among them FAO for
food and agricultural supportf WHO for the
maintenance of health; and UNESCO for the develop-
ment of education, science and culture.

The work of the three institutions that have
just been mentioned and that of the agencies that
complement them, such as the ILO, should be
realized in narrow coordination and requires,
among all parties, equal energy. Man, without
doubt, is a vulnerable body. To defend him from
physical misery implies a duty which cannot be
prescinded. But man is, also, a menaced conscience.
From this arises the necessity of attending to
his spirit, of training him through studies, and
of opening the ways to a liberating culture for his
intelligence, sensitiveness and character.”

President Looez Mateos and his wife, Mrs. Eva Samano de

Lopez Mateos, who directed the National Association for the

Protection of Children and INPI, the National Institute for

the Protection of Children, created in 1961 “under the moral

and social imperative of protecting the child through all

means”, increased the contribution for UNICEF.

The patronage of the INPI,

the President of the Republic,

composed of the Secretaries of

presided over by the wife of

Eva Samano de Lopez Mateos, Was

Health and Social Services

Dr. Jose Alvarez ~ezquita, Finance, Lie. Antonio OrtiZ Mena,

Public Education, Lie. Jaime Torres Bodet, and National -

Patrimony, Lie. Eduardo Bustamante.
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1 was named by the Government of Mexico as its representa-

●
tive to UNICEF in 1961 at the suggestion of ,the Minister of

Health and Welfare, Dr. Jose Alvarez Amezquita, and had the

privilege and high honor of being elected President of the

Executive Board of UNICEF in 1962 and re-elected in 1963.

In my long life in the service of national and international,.

public health, I have known many persons occupied actively in

the progra.mmes of health and welfare for huran beings, some’

representatives-of their countries, others international functionaries

of the respective organizations, all in one form or another servzints

of hunrmity.

I can say that I hold the names and the deeds of the persons

who I knew in UNICSF in a special place of affcckion in xy

mennries, and in immense gratitude. I speak of those >crsons

● with whom I dealt with as representatives of their countries in

ttie~xecutive :“nardmeetings of UNICE7 and, almvo all, tke

mgnificen.t grou~ of functionaries who, with the Executive

Director, :[r.::auricePate, collaborated, worxc?d and yet work

in New Yor?cand in ‘the rtimte corners of t~.eearth,

I spca!<of ::r.E. J. Ro>crt Heyxiard, ad~irable :iorker, of

the Secretary of the Executive Board: and Mr. John Charnow, as well

a:;i.lwpe r:mmeS. of the c=ntral offics in Yew ‘Car;< and khe

ZepL-f2SCJ~’i3 ti..:?Son LbAeva~-iouscoxt:incnt.s.

in Mexico for UNICEF: Mr. Bert Reynolds for a

and Mr. John Grun, although for a shorter time

● from the position of Under-Secretary.

considerable time

due to my departure
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.. All of them were human kings, intelligent, pfepared for ●
their roles as ambassadors of UNICEF, with love for children and

mothers, brothers and memkrs( of the famiiies which were the

object of the solicitudes to UNICEF throughout the world,

exceptional in the manner of doing good. People who left a

deep sense of service in my spirit. The best that I found in

.mylife.

In these notes of historical recollections, I will mention

only the members of the Executive -ard of UNICEF who att’hded

the Session of December 1962, in order not to increase the number

of these pages.

I maintain in my library among documents the declarations

that fell to me to make as President of the Executive Board

in the 33rd Session

9 April 1962 and in

U~,TC~FE~CL~IV1

of the Economic and Social Council on

its 35th Session on 16 April 1963.

EO.1.RDSESSIO?!

In April 1962 the Executive ~ard e~~mn.inedtwo decisions

taken in 1961, oze that L?hTCEF co-operate with the countries

t~lat~eWest i,c,evaluating tb.eirp:ir.cipal p>-oblems relative

to chiSdzen~ and one that it prepare realizable uninterrupted

groqramv.es of act~on. lt ~~asdecided t~~at‘~-.~TCCFcO;~~ider al.~

requests :mde by co,w:ries Ear Its ca-opcratlon :.~itllthep;in

the solution of tinep:oblems, altnough these wek-e, in some cases,

programmed in vhich, up to then, UNICZT i-:adnot participated.

?.sa first result O: the e:<amination, it was noted that

the needs OE the childrex are immense; that in each country a

different type of assistance was needed and, also, that .itis

necessary, in each country, that U,NICEFapproach and deal with
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each government in a particular way, taking into account the

● history of the country and the sacial, economic, cultural and

political conditions. Horeover, one cannot have a rigid

attitude and a carpentered square @“which the countries are

suijjected in order

possible.

In the report

Chak-’UNICEF.!s.:ao-opetikion‘Gith?.themmay-be. .

to the Economic and Social Council I

mentioned, as an example,lmown to me, that the Secretariat of

Health and Social Services in Ne.xico,taking into account L

nmtber-child needs, rural social welfare in some cases and

urban or suburixan social welfare in others, carry out specialized

programmed directed by doctors of the Department of Health in:

a) community development b) encouragement and preservation

‘nealth by means of mather-child clinics; c) distribution of

● scientifically Wlanced school breakfasts for improving the

nutriki.on of children; d) participation of r.others in the

preparation of the breakfasts and their cooperation in the

of

overs.icj?t.cFkhe chil<ren .inorder to teach them to wash tb.eir

hands before antl:afitereating a~cTto:train th+m tokleave.’

the utensils and dining area clean, which space is.frequently made

available by ti-.ecoxmunity; and e) encour.agerzentof the rural

co;nn.un.itie= in khc production of fruits and vegetablcsf in the

establi:+hnent D: pOUltL-y raising, in tb.epzonntion of z~orts

and the lvpro=;{~wmt of hou.s~nq. ,Z>.eprogrclmme seem quite

am,bit:ious,!JIJ:it haz ~beenc-tirviedo“w~.partic~larlyj.n the states

of ?iichoacan, Tlaxcala, ~ild’Coa5uila and in di!itribts.estiiblikhed

●
in Tla.xcala~ San lndres “Tuxtla, ‘?eracruz and in Celaya, Guana-

j,~ato. In these threeplaccs UNICZ; has co-operated

of ~~,e~oci=l .,,.el~areprogramme which is related to

children.

in that part

mothers and
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UNICEF has provided pumps for wells, jeeps for the

transportation of the personnel of the Secretariat of Health

and Social Services, kits for the nurses and for the needs of

children w?ich are universal and can be noted with different

gradations on ea& continent, in eech climate and under all

economic, political and social regixes of the world.

Under practical considerations ‘UNICEFdivided the needs

of children into; a) the needs in srban areas and b) needs

in rural areas.

OD!?SRV’ITIONSo? :.!XMBER3OF THZ !!XEcL?T’IVE~APD :IIIW lN ~.~~IfJO

Appointed by Dr. Jose Alvarez Amezquita, I had the oppor-

tunity, together with Drs. Felipe Garcia Sanchez and Jose

Figueroa Ortiz to show a group of Executive-.Board Members the

mother-child services in the rural area of Tlaxcala, center of

the country, in Veracruz on the coast and in Tamaulipas in north-

eastern Mexico. This was in 1961.

It is possible that the interest o? w:,country in ~ther-

child care and in the fight against malaria, wit.>.the assistance

o? ~p”l~n~~, may Pave ken factors in my election as prs.sident O:

kill?:::ecutive ~oard, i.nwhich post I presented tl-.ereports of

this IXXly.

T::,sz::e(::.t~.,.-e.B32:-:3has al:;o ‘.~!icn~L:ltoacco~nt Lhe <act
..----.1---.:..-

that, in recent years, the cities are experiencing a rapid increase

of population in which the children, the adolescents, the fathers

and the mothers within the family context all have problems
Q

involving shelter, environmental sanitation, education and

preventive and curative medicine.
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●
In these cases, physicians need the assistance of

anthropologists, and social and health workers with wide

experience and preparation.

Among the commitments approved in the Session of December

1962 for work in Africa, Asia, the Eastern Mediterranean region,

‘Europe, the Americas, as well as in international projects for

health services, can be mentioned the following for the control

of transmissible diseases: malaria, tuberculosis and B.C.G.

vaccination, yaws, trachoma, leprosy and other illnesses. In

nutrition were included programmed of infant nourishment applied

nutrition and milk preservation.

ProqranxEKs of family and infant ~ielfare,education,

● vocational trainiilg,national planning evaluation, development

and trainin~ ?rogramnes can ‘be~ntioned$ as well. Furtherxnre,

t%e.rewere ?:=rqc~cy aid programmastin some cases,in the akunt

of $227,135, wikh a programme total of $25,964,454.

In each one of the progranunes the technical approval of

the %pccializzd age~cy of the Vaited nations ~iasobta,ined. ‘Fnus,

health progranmes were approved by tune:;oL-ldlIealt.hOrganization,

those 0? cd~czkion by IJNSSCO, those of mill{prc+semation ‘bythe

Food and lgric,~.lt’~.ralOrganization, and specialized services by

the Dspart:.cnt of Xconopic and Social A:fairs of the United

Natiu.nsa:ld‘b:.,:ZiO.

I took i:mense spiritual and unique satisfaction in observing

the in’cernationa: co-opsration of the di?ferent organizations

● and L7:TIC!?TSSrespeck for the technical organizations.



-16-

A:;President of the Executive

tunity to be acquainted with and to

Board, I also had the oppor-

present the reports, to the

34th and 35th sessions of the Economic and Social Council. Amother

problem for UNICEF is that of taking in,toaccount the needs of

children, those requirements that necessarily include the needs of
... ..

mothers and fathers, within the programmed of national development

planning, In this case needs are very variable in each one of

the countries and even within a country, as much& education

asb employment, economy, technical education and in the pre-

paration D2 ‘cl-enatural leaders of the community.

Uh!CZF rmeds to be aware that its funds are made available

voluntarily by the countries and in some cases the budget

requirements am of such considerable scale that, ia spite of

the desires of the government leaders and the

the Contri?ratiDn for U?ViCZ7is very limited.

The meetings of the personnel o? UNTICEF,

directors of health,

together with

representatives of the Zxecutive ~ard, tihenconsidering’.the “

technical approval of the ?:!orldAealth Organization for :mealth

and nutrition programmed,
.

and of the United Nations Food and Agri-

cultural Crgmizdtiork

always counted on the

organizations.

(FM) ..ZCXCood .pro~uckioi:~zogram.es,

co-operation of the personnel of these

At all times and in all cases, I should repeat that the

Executive Director, Mr. Maurice Pate, Mr. Heyward, Mr. Charnow

and the remainder of the personnel have been admirable from the
●

point of view of their co-operative working spirit and in their

assistance. This was shown in my particular case; as a fraternal

friend, by Mr. Heyward when I suffered a grave problem of illness
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in FQSCOW in Decemter 1963 at the beginning of a trip t?nat

I had undertaken with enthusiasm and hope as a !Qmber OF the

zxecuti~ ~ard,in order to visit the nmther-child services Of

the U.S.S.R., Indonesia and Thailand, where the meting of the

Executive “Znard,“which’I cquld not ~ttend~ toa~ plaCe and aftie<

which the scheduled visits were to terminate in Japan.,,,,,

The per!mment programmed for aiding mthers and children

throughout the ~iorld have as their ideal that children, as well

as their nwthers and,through education, all members of tb.efamily,

maY M provided with nutritional food, potable water, sanitation

and better s>.elter.

Oh, happy aha’liealthy children assisted by UNICEF and by their
I
I

parents: on qrowing,may then encounter the support of schools and

teachers: as adolescents may they learn, primarily in the developing

countries, sinple technologies tb.atmay assist them in work; znd

occupies a vzry special place in



-19-

NEMBERS OF THE UNICEF EXECUTIVE ~ARD NHO ATTENDED

THE SESSION OF DECEMRER 1962

COUNTRIES

President

Afghanistan

Brazil

Bulgari”a

Canada

Chile

China

Ecuador

El Salwdor

Federal Republic of Germeny

Prance

Greece

India

Indonesia

Iran

Israel

ItaLy

Japan

Mexico

Nigeria

Pakistan

Poland

Republic of Vietnam

Sweden

Switzerland

Tunisia

Turkey

Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics

Dr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Dr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Nr.

Mr.

Mr.

MEMBERS

Miguel E. Bustamante

A. H. Tabibi

Narcoe de Azamkuja

D.D. Stamkoliev

J.ti.Willard

Tobflas Barros

Pao-Yi Tsao

Gonzalo Alcivar

F.A. Carrillo

Mario Carumna

Guido Ekunner

J.M. Ebuquin

J.D. Retalis

K, Natwar Singh

Miss E. H. Laurens

Mr. Nehdi Ehsassi

Nrs. Zena Harman

Nr.

Mr.

Dr.

Dr.

I.&.

Mr.

Mr.

Nr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Giovanni Scolamiero

Ennstichi Hoshi

Miguel E. Eustamn~e

0. Adeniyi-Jones

V.A. Hamdani ~

Eugeniuz Wyzner

To-Ngoc-Thach

B.C.G. Holmsquist

O. Exchaquet

M. Chakchouk

N. Karakoylu

D.D. Venediktov
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●
united Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern Ireland
—

united States of America

●

Nr. H.P. L. Attlee

Nr. P.F. Delli Quadri

Dr. Uatherine Pain

Miss Blanche Eems.tein

Mr. John E. Means

Uruguay Mr. Matso Narques

SECRETARIAT OF THE BUREAU OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS

ldss Martha Branscombe

tiss Phyllis Bums

fiss ?uZdaGindy

SPECIALIZED AGENCIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS

IIAJ Mr. H. Reyntmd

Nr. L.H. Segovia

FAO Nr. M. Lamer

Mr. J. Orr

Miss I. Sweede

Nr. P. Thomforde

Mr. A. Salsamendi

Dr. G.R. Garcl<n

Dr. Michael Sacks

Dr. D.R. Thomson

UNESCO

WHo

Sere

NON-rXXERNMENPAL ORGANIZATIONS

Catholic International Union
for Social Service ,Mrs.Carmen Giroux

International Conference of
of Social Work Niss Ruth Williams

Miss Sally Ehrlich

International Union Against
the Venereal Diseases and
the Treponematoses Mrs. Josephine l?uller

League of Red Cross Societies Mrs. John W. Sheppard
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The Salvation Army Colonel Jane E. Wrieden ●
World Alliance of Young MenOs

Christian Associations Mr. Dalton F. McClelland

World Federation for F@ntal Health Mr. Myer Cohen

World Jewish Congress Mrs. Philip Berman

World Union of Catholic
Won8en*s Organizations .Miss Albs Zizzamia
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I have referred periodically in the National Academy of

●
Medicine of Maodco to the programmed of UNICEF co-operation in

the fight against malaria and also to the assistance in various

forms to mothers and children. Furthermore, for the reason that

UNICEF was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize on 25 October 1965, the

National Academy of Medicine celebrated a special session in

honor of the United Nations Children~s’ Fund on 1 December of

the same year.
.

In that session I presented the work “El Fondo de las

Naciones Unidas para la Infancia

in which I praised and explained

and in Mexico.

In concluding

SentatiVe in Mexico

the session,

y el Premio

the work of

Nobel de la Paz,”

UNICEF in the world

Mr. John Grun, UNICEF Repre-

spoke in order to express appreciation for

●
the homage.
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WRITINGS OF DR. MIGUEL E . RUSTAMANTE REFERFING

DIRECTLY+(3 THE PROBLEMS OF CHILDHOOD

1936

1938

1938

1939

1940

1942

1942

**p~tecci& de la infanda en las CO~nidaqes
N

rurales. V Congreso Panamsricano del Nino.

Laveran 1: 6-7, 1936. Reproducido cc.nueditorial

en la Gaceta W’dica de N&i w.

“Asistencia a 10S nines en edad prsescolar en

zonas rurales.’0Segundo Congreso de Higiene

Rural. S.L.P., 1938.

*’Lahigiene mental de 10S escolares en el msdio

rural.” Semana de Higiene Mental. Salubridad.

Orizaba, Veracruz, julio 28, 1938.

Eustamente, Niguel E. y Rams Galvan,Rafael.

“Nortalidad infantil y nmrtalidad de ni%os de

1 a 5 anos en N&ico.” Rev. Mex. de Puericultura.

9$ 167, 1939.

Eustamante,Niguel E. y Aldatra C., Alvaro.

“Principals causas de merte en M6’xico 1922-1937:

an~lysis preliminary en relaci~n con edad, se=

y regi~n geogra”fica”. Rev. Inst. Sal. Enf. Trop.

1: 205, 1940.

Bustamante, Miguel E. y Aldama C., Al=ro.

‘Wortalidad de menores de un ano en la Rep<lbica””.

Rsv.’’InstSalal. Enf6 Trop. 3:.81, 1942.

Bustamante, Niguel E. y Kendrick, Pearl.

“El ~lor inmunizante de la vacuna Pertusis-KendricK. ”

Vol. Dep. Sal. Pub. ano 5: 11, 1942.
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1943

1944

1952

1963

● 1965

1966

1969

Eustan!ante,Miguel E. y Aldanka C., Alvaro.

“Nkxtalidad de menores de un ano por entidades

federative., tiexico,1922-1941, segunda nota. ”

Rev. Inst. Sal. y Enf. Trop. 4: 293, 1943.

Bustamante, Miguel E. y Aldama C., Alvaro.

‘V@rtalidad de menores de un ano por entidades

federatims ple”~cu1922-1941,” Rev. Inst. Sal.

y Enf. Trop.: 101, 1944.

Eustamante, Miguel E., Calder;n, Carlos y Ortiz

Mariotte, Carlos. “Administracidn de la campa%a

de inmunizaci~n contra la poliomyelitis.”

Gac. Med. de %x. 92s 716, 1952.

Eustamante, Miguel E., Guevarra Rojas, Alejandro.

“Evaluaci& de la camp?ih’aantipoliomiel~tica en

la Rep6blica M&icana.” Sal. Pub. de Mex. Epoca V,

5: 691, 1963,

$.= la~r del InstitutO National de ProteCCi& a

la Infancia en la Salud ~’blica.” Prensa M~dica

de M&cicQ, ano 30: 297, ’ano de 1965.

‘!E1Fondo de las Naciones Unidas para la Xnfancia

y el Premio Nobel de la Paz”. Gac. Med. de )fex.

96: 163, 1966.

“50 anos de mxtalidad infantil en M&ico.”’

Acts Pedia’tricaLatinoamaricana 1: 45, 1969.
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RECOLLECTIONS OF SOME EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF UNICEF

OF SPECIAL PEEONAL NEANING .

The first session of the Executive Eoard in 1962 in which,

hating been elected President of the Eoard, I could count

directly on the advice of Mr. Naurice Pate, Executive Director,

and of Nr. John Charnow during the course of the session.

The friendly attitude of co-operation of all the delegates

from various countries of the world and their constant parti-

cipation in the sessions which were realized with absolute

punctuality in the nmning and afternoon of each one of the

working days in 1962 and 1963.

The presence of Nr. U Thant, Secretary-General of the

United Nations in the opening session of the 1963 meeting.

The exchanges of impressions with the delegates in the

informal meetings in the office assigned to the President of

the Executive Eoard.

The radio transmissions in New York of the educational

programmed of UNICEF.

The msetings;in Paris, with the assistance of the UNICEF

Representative in Europe, and the visits to the S&hool of

Prenatal and Infant Care, which received the co-operation of

UNICEF.

The meetings in New York and in Genen with representatives

of the World Health Organization in relation to the technical

aPP~~l of the Programmed for the fight against various

illnesses and for support to maternal and infant care.
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●
On being the victim of an infacetion of the myocardium in

Moscow on 30 Decemter 1963, it was the personal assistance and

company of Mr. E.J.R. Heyward, which permitted me to overcome

the first hours of illness, and to receive

medical services of the U.S.S.R. until the

Diplomatic Section of the Bodkin Hospi”tal,

during the months of January, February and

the aid of the emergency

transfer to the

I remained there

March until my

departure from the U.S.S.R. with my wife, Alice Mary Connolly

de Bustamante, who accompanied me in the hospital and to

Paris where we finally left for Mexico by way of New York.

During the return trip and with great surprise and happiness

Mr. Maurice Pate, Executive Director of UNICEF, joined us and

accompanied us as far as New York.

Mr. ?ate made a magnanimous gesture which reflects his

character, spirit and human sentiment. He,who never asked

anything special for himself and traveled by air in tourist class$

on noting on our arrival at New York that the airplane was

taking

to see

an ill

was on

its position in the “stacked up” landing pattern, went

the pilot in order that he advise the control tower that

passenger who had suffered an infarction of the myocardium

the airplane and that it was necessary that the airplane

land with the least delay possible.

Nith a period of waiting, given the personality of Dr. Pate,

and..his’’.attituand.andg60dwi11/it ‘was looked after and we arrived

iti New York.

In Mexicu I:succeeded in recovering my health.

...-..—— . .. —- ,- —
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MY wife and I returned to visit UNICEF in January of

1965 on the death of Maurice Pate, the great man of the United

Nations Children’s Pund.

Since a ,meeting in 1916 of a group of delegates of the

Commission for Assistance in Belgium of the European Population,

especially for children and mothers abandoned as a consequence of the

war, Pate worked aYways as one of the humanists of the greatest

stature which the world has known. UNICEF left a monument in

the institution which, for hime covered all the pe4ples of the

world, as much in the Americas as in Arica, Asia and Eurcpe* ‘in its

cared for mothers and children. Amng the people and in their ●
governments he could converse with the same simplicity vith a

dignitary as with a woman of the community or with a child in

a school.

I saw him caress the head of’s Tlaxcalteca girl who was

iira.wihg.water:from a pump, and we said to her that w. Pate was

the Director of the institution that had sent the pump, at which

~o~ny the girl spontaneously kissed his hand, It was surely the

attraction of an intelligent and generous man .&hrou9h,which his.,emile

conveyed love.
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●
When he died of a heart attack in transit to eternity

which is, for him, mede of the memory that he left in the

world, the group assembled at the ceremony in Riverside Church

and the hom@e.paid to.him expressed the sentiments and the

emtions of those who knew Maurice Pate (1894-1965). Those

paying their respects were Secretary-General of’’the:.United

Nations U Thant: !&s, Zena Haiman, President of the Executive

Board of the United Nations; Mr. Clare M. Torrey, President

of the Belgium-American Educational Foundation; and Mr. Pate’s

working colleague of the United Nations Children’s Fund,

Mr. E.J.R. Heyward. Finally, we listened to the words of the

Reverend Laubach, written by Mrs. Martha Lucas pate in her

o expression of love and memories.

Later, it was possible for me to return to a session of

the Executive Board of UNICEF in 1967, as Adviser to the official

Spokesman of the National Commission for the Eradication of

Malaria, and in relation to the budgets of Mexico and UNICEF

dealing with the continuation of the programme OE eradication.

Lastly, in celebrating the Annual Meeting of the Executive

Eoard h :,!eYdcoCity in: 1980 in the Conference Hall of tine

Secretary of Foreign Relations, Nr. John Chamow invited the

President of the Executive Eoard of that year and the ex-

Presidents who attended bn that occasion

which in the nationalities of the persons

svmtol of the union of the nations in the

0“ Nations children~s Fund.

for a photograph,

represented, is a

work of the United
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ANNEX NO. 1

Amongthe delegates of the countries of the Americas,

members of the Pan American Sanitary Office, X recall Drs.

Alberta Swank of Argentina) Geraldo de Paula Sousa and H$ctor

P. Frees of Brazil~ Pedro Nogueira of Cubaj Thorns Parzan,

James Doull and Louis L. Williams of the United States&

Naciancsno Romero of Chile; Juan Alwood Paredes of El Salmdor;

Carlos Enrique Paz Soldan of Peru; ChxSto:..mnzglezof Uruguay}...

and Arnoldo Gavald& of Venezuela.

The delegation of Mexico was constituted by Drs.

Octavio Mondrag&, Under-Secretary of Health and Social Services$

Miguel E. Bustamante, Alberto P. Le&n, Gustavo Rovirosa and

Jos~ Zozaya.

●
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ANNEX NO.2

SUMNARY OF THE PROFESSIONAL ACMVITIES OF MIGUEL E. EIJSTAMANTE,

PHYSICIAN, DOCTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH. PHESIDENT OF THE EXECUTZVE-

SOARD OF UNICEF IN 1962 AND 1963

Graduated as Physi&an Surgeon at the National School of

Medicine in 1925; obtained,iti 1926, in an open competition of

the Department of Health$ a fellowship of that institution and

of the Rockefeller Foundation for studying public health in the

United States.

Graduated as Doctor of Public Health on 12 June 1928 in

the School of Hygiene and Public Health, Johns.Hopkins

● in Baltinnre, Maryland.

In 1929 was Chief and Founder of the Co-operative

Unit of Veracruz, in which the Department of Health of

University

Sanitary

the

central governmat, the Directorate of Health of the State of

Veracruz, the Municipal Gcrrernmentof the

Foundation participated.

The health programme was established

inhabitants.

The programme of the Unit included a

Port and the Rockefeller

to cover 69+.000

special section on

mother-child hygiene with a specialist physician and four

nurses, two of them visiting nurses. In 1930, with the

collaboration of various groups of the Veracruz Populationn the

Association for the Protection of Infants was founded, following

, theprogramme established inthecapital of the Republic. It

established the first modern lying-in hospital in the port.
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In 1930, the overall and infant mortality rates were very

high throughout the Republic, the infant mortality rate reaching

131 deaths per 1,000 live births in 1930, dropping to 68.5 in

1970 and to 39.7 in 1978.

The overall mortality was affected in large part by the

infant mortality; it was 26.6 deaths per 1,000 inhabitants in

1930, dropping to 9.9 in 1970 and to 6.4 in 1978.

The Department of Health, taking the system of co-operation

with some states and municipalities as a base, refined the

agreements and, in 1934, the services of nabional health were

co-ordinated with those of the states and municipalities in order

to avoid duplications and join forces with each one of the

governments preserving its legal authority.

On concluding this stage,,various studies were initiated

on childhood problems, as well as a series of investigation on

infant nmrta.1.ityand its causes.

Respecting the specific works of UNICEF, I presented a

work titled “El Fondo de las Naciones Unidas para la Infancia

y el Premio Nobel de la Paz” to the National Academy of Medicine

in 1966 on the occasion of the awarding of the Nobel Prize to

UNICEF. In the same session, Nr. John Grun, UNICEF Representative

in’Mexico exgmessed words of appreciation for the homage paid.

The works were publiehed in the Gaceta M~dica de N&ico* Toim

96: 163, 1966.
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Periodicallyl I made:Hsference in the National Academy of-.

Nedicine to the Campaign for the Eradication of Nalaria and,

in the Ordinary Session of 15 November 1967, before the

reduction of the tudget for the programms in the Secretariat

of Health, I repeated a part of the .Reportpresented to the

Economic and Social Council in February 1967 at its 15th

session h Geneva, in wli.ich,h referring to the programmed

for mmbatting malaria, it w?@ “st~tedx

If the governments cease making counterpart funds

available as required for executing the anti-malarial

pmgranune, it would not be justified for the international

organizations to continue prcwiding assistance.


