S(DCIAlf

: iy S

NI Y : . -
- . . -~ —p-
A S .

UNITED NATIO%}!S C maw
EC QNOMIC{“ %’%&_ | - %Iﬁiiﬁialfwss

 ORTGINAL: ENGLISH, -

.o
B R
L

,,,,,

N a';~ "

<5; h%f{f;§§§:}

A8

UNITE <;%ONS CHILDREN‘S FUND

Drogramme Commlttee

Recommendetwon of the Executive Dlrector for an Apnortlonment to

© ISRABL -

Mabernal and Child Welfare Services Including Premature Care

1. - " The Administration recommends an apportionment of $Sh,OOO-to asSist_Israel g
in further expan31on of its maternal and child welfare. training and. serv1ces over

the next three years. _ UNICVF would provide supplies, equlpment c.nd transport fors .
the establlshment of nine new rural health centres to serve areas.-of predominantly
Arab, Druae‘and Bedouin pOpulatlon, the establlshment of three units with facilities
for the care of 59 premature bables at a tlme, in areas vhere’ there -are no such .
serv1ces at present- and oontlnuatlon of the fish liver oil capsules dlstrlbutlon
through the winter of 19EU/D(. rrevious UNICEF aid to Israel for maternal and child -
lwelfare serv1ces and training totals $136,800 (not including frelght) Costs to .

“the Government for the prrposed expansion are estimated at BL, hlh 000 for capital

~ expenditures and recurring costs over a three year period. ‘ ' ‘
Development of VCW Services in Israel : ‘ o '.f s .-°
2. - A full description of the development of maternal and child Welfare '
serv1ces in Israel vas given to the Board in March 1953 (E/ICEF/R.L13)+ Subotantial'
progress has been made in the expansion of these services with .a resultant decrease -
in 1nfant mortallty from 51.9 out of 1,000 11ve births in.1949" to 35, 8 in 1953,

3. Vaternal and child welfare services have been expanded continuously since
the establlshment of the State of Israel with the object of providing comolete
preventive health services to, the:whole country. At the end of 1953 there were =
357 maternal and child welfare centres. in Israel, and by the. end of 1954 the numbér
had increeéed to 392... The intention is to bring the total up to 500 ‘centres within

- the next three years. = 4As a result of improved services, an appreciable improvement -

in the health of mothers and children 'has been noted during 1953 and 195k,

/ h. 1551stence from UNICEF
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' Assistance from UNICEF has been an important element in the development of
thése maternal and child welfare centres: . ~ through the provision of transport

which permitted the extension of services of doctors and nurses to sessional clinics
“in immigrant camps and new rural settlements; and through the provision of equipment
and supplies for the opening of additional centres as new villages were set up
(E/ICEF/184 Rev. 1 paras. 184-189 and E/ICEF/227 paras. 505-514). ,
5. The general objectives of the Government's ‘plans for the perlod from July
- 1955 to July 1958 are: to further develop maternal and child welfare services; to
lower the infant mortality rate; and to raise the standard of maﬁérnal and child
health and nutrition, particularly in the rural areas, The expanded rural health
service will emphasize health education and community planning to provide the frame-

~ work within which preventive and curative care will be develnped.
Plan of Action

Nlne Rural Health Centres N oL ) 4‘§'
G.A.ﬂ 'UNICEF would provide basic equipment, 9 Jeep~type vehlcles and 27 mldWlfery

"kits for the nine new rural health centres to be established in the Sharon Valley,
Galilee and Negev where they would serve predominantly irab, Druze and Badouin '
"populations. The two centres in the south (Negev) are to be established for the
‘Nomadic Bedouin tribes who are being encouraged to settle permanently in areas of
‘their own selection. These nine new centres are to provide maternity beds, compre-
hensive‘pre-natal, delivery and post-natal services as well as infant and child
health services, both preventive and curative. In such centres it is expected that
higher standards will be achieved than in the isolated delivery rooms which were
»prev10usly trled out unsuccessfully among the new immigrant population.
Te Each rural health centre will include a maternal and child welfare elinic
with ante- and post-natal care and infant and child health services, a six-bed mater—
nity unit, siX*éhildren's beds and six adults emergency beds. Each rural centre will
-link together an average of five maternal and child welfare centres,‘serving'up to
4,000 people in the surrounding villages. Each centre will be staffed by: one doc—
tor, four public health nurses (trained in general nursing, public health and mid-
wifery), one health educateor (trained in public health and health education), one
sanitary inspector and twelve or thirteen others including nursing aids, kitchen
personnel, clerks, drivers, etc, Medical personnél of the centres will visit the
MCW centres at regular periods, and the services will include home visitihg and

. schonl healtﬁ Supervision. For these functions one vehicle is required for each

./centre.
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centfe. Facilities will be available for health education and diet deménstrationsi
and one room in the rural centre is to be set aside for lectures and instruction tc
mothers and pregnant women., ' - ' o .
8. The bullolng of the rural centres vill be the responsibility of the: Mlnlstry
of Health whlch will initially be responsible for their malntenance. The:partlc;pa—
tion of the local community will g?adually increase from 25% during the first year‘u"
, unfil'éafter an estimated period of 5 years, the communities will assume.full res-
ponsibility. | o ‘ . , R .
i 9.  The Government plans to complete two centres in 1955, three in 1956 and four
in 1757. During this period the Government»lntends to establish four addltlonal\ru—
-ral health centres for new immigrants for which no UNICEF assistance has been re—. ‘
-guested.

PN

Three Units for Care of Prematures--

- 10,  The Ministry of Health will establish and provide trained staff for three new '
units for care of premature infants to serve areas where no such facilities exist,’
-at Tiberias, Haifa and Jaffa/Tel-Aviv, UNICEF would provide 19 stationary incuba¥
tors, 6_portable incubatérs, dietary kitchen equipment and miscellaneous inétryments
and apparatus. The first unit, at the Wizo Baby Home in Tel-Aviv would be estah—
‘lished by October 1955, the other two in April 1956. - . -~ - |
11, . There is at present no properly équipped premature unit'vperating under“Co~~
vernment auspibes. The four existing units with trained personnel are operated by,
voluntary organizations and have accemodation for only 54 premature infants.» Pre-
mature-infants are cared for in most hospitals, but in over-crowded rooms, together
with normal births, and by staff without - sp801al training, | ~

12, ;- ‘The mortality rate of prematurely torn infants is not available for the coun-—
try~as a whole, However, reports from maternity wards in the three principal hospi-—
_.tals indiceate a, relatively high rate of deaths among 1nfants welghlng less than 2

- kilos at blrth. S ' ' '

Infants weighing less than 1 kilo at birth died in 90 to 1C0% of the cases,
) L "] tol 1/2 kilos M " n " 48 to &7F " "o
no ] 1 1/2 to 2 kilos " u nooon 17 to 28% noon n

" An analysis of the causes of 1586‘recorded infant deaths in 1953 showed that 907 ih—
fants (more than 57% of the recorded cases) died because of malformaticns and other
cqnditions related to pre-natal disturbances and early infancy,A Of these, 370 were

prematurel& born.

/13. Based on 1053 rscords
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'3, Based 6n-1953 records (when 3675 births, ~7% of the total births in Israel
that year, -were premature), accommodation is required for 130 to 150 prematures,‘ #

that is, 75 to 95 more than exist at present. Infants weighing less than 2,000
grammes would be admitted to premature centres, and the average stay is calculated
 .as four weeks, The three new premature units to be established would provide fac1-‘
- “1ities for 59 infants at a time. At the Tiberias Hospital which averages 150 to 160
deliveries monthly a new building will be erected with space for a premature:unit to
acenmmodate twelve infants, The Haifa Government Hospital which averages 190 to'ZOO
births monthly will make structural modi fications to provide space for a unit to ac—
- commodate seventeen prematures. The new premature unit to be established at the

" Wiizo Baby Home in the Jaffa/Tel-Aviv area will accommodate 25 to 30 infants and will
serve most of the area south of Hadera, also Beersheba, Jerusalem and the Corrido~.
ThlS area accounted for 150 000 births in 1953 of which more than l,OOO were prema~“
ture,
Flsh 0il Capsule Dlstrlbution : o : :
lh. ~ "Nutrition experts and publlc health advisers who have been 1nvest1gating the

status of nutrition among young chlldren, partlcularly of the immlgrant populatlon,
have repeatedly stressed the famlllar syndromes of nutrltlonal failure: rickets, '
pellagra and anaemia., Under the proposed new apportlonment UNICEF would prov1de
-l3,4ﬁ3 0CO fish liver oil capsules to be dlstrlbuted for 150 days each year for two
“yes to 11,500 selected infants and chlldren. The Government has been very satls—‘
fied w1th results so far observed of the distribution of UNICEF vitamin capsules '
through infant welfare centres in the 1mm1grant camps and settlements and in poorer
sections of the communlty. The proposed UNICEF apportionment would prov1de capsules
for continuation of dlstrlbutlon through the winter seasons 1955/56 and 1956/57 after

which the Government would provide for contlnuatlon of the programme,

—

" /15. UNICEF Commitments
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15. UNICEF Commitments
For 9 Rural Health Centres A
a) Basic Equipment e ': o '3,600.
b) Transport — Jeep type, 9 vehicles | ,U Iié,OGQ‘_
¢) Midvifery Kits, 27 -~ 0 T 20,3%
“For 3 Premature Centres A ‘ S e
| ' d) Incubators, statlonary, 19 S " 9,300
e) Incubators, portable, 6 ' ,'_:f S 1,900 -
f) Miscellaneous instruments .. . . | ,e._i,BCO‘ _
\g) Dietary Kitchen Equipment for .. e_ :_ R . .

3 Premature Centres o 5,750

Nur51ng bottle autoclaves, 3
- Nursing bottle cleaners and
washers, 3
Refrigerators, 3
Nursing bottles, 1000

~ h) kiv-conditioning Unit for 1 Centre = __400 18,650 -
Fish 0il Capsules R , S

1) For 11,500 infants dally durlng five
" imonths of the year for two years, .
3, 450,000 capsules ‘ ' o 8,800

"; Contlngen01es - T - S 4,70
L " Sub-Total 149,500

Freight L k500
‘Tatal“_ o 5k,000

. WHO Approval and Partlclpetlon

16. WHO has glven its technecal aoproval to thls programme and ‘has made prnV1—
s1on 1n regular and Technlcal A331stance budgets to cover the following costs:

' a) V1s1t to Israel of an expert in premature baby care in Decenber 195h.

' ﬂ'(The WHO recommendations have prov1ded the basis for the establlshment'

- of the premature proaect as outlined above; ' ' :

'b) Fellowshlps for two nurses in 1955 to study the nursing of prematures.

Government Commltments

17,  The Government has undertaken the following in connection w1th +he expans:on

cof its maternal and child welfare programme as outlined above:

/Rural Health Centres
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Rural Health Centres

a) Erection of 9 buildings to accommodate
rural health centres

b) Maintenance of 9 centres including sala-
ries, drugs, feeding of patients, vehicle
maintenance and fuel for 3 years

" ¢) Furnishings and general services equipment

Units for Premature Baby Care

a) Erection of one building
Structural modification of two buildings

b) Provision of all supplies and equipment
' necessary to the project and not supplled
by’UNICEF - .

c) Salaries for three years

d) Provision of transport to carry prema-
 tures to and from the centres ‘

> - e) Re~distribution of existing incubators to

maternity centres where premature deliver-
ies may occur or to paediatric wards for
care of prematures with infectious diseases

.f) Maintenance of the three centres for 3 years
' o ~ Total

- (Approximately $1,414,0C0

Target Tlme Schedu]e

18.." It is the 1ntentlon of the Israell Government to establish two rural health

£ Israeli

“Q00,0C0

945,000
" _90.0C0 1,935,000

25,000 -
6,000

15,000
400,0C0

150,0C0. - 611.000

I. & 2,546,000

centres in 1955, three in 1956 and a further four centres in 1957. UNICEF equip-
ment, and supplies should be available by December 1955 for the first two centres,.

December 1956 for the next three and December 1957 for the four other centres.
19, One premature unit (Wizo Tel-Aviv) will be established in October 1955 and ‘

the twe others in April 1956.

20. - Half of the UNICEF fish liver oil capsules should be avallable before

hugust 1955, the balance by mid-1955.
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