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I am delighted to be here tonight to accept the IDC's Special Award to Jim Grant, Executive Director of UNICEF and mentor and inspiration to us all.  As you know, Jim is unable to be here because he is at home recovering from surgery -​recovering well, I am happy to report, and already working to see to it that the 1995 and year 2000 goals of the World Summit for Children will be met.

We had a meeting with him in his house a week ago to discuss a Management Study of UNICEF that outside consultants have just completed.  Jim was wearing sneakers and a jogging suit... his way of telling us that we have to be up and running with reforms to make UNICEF itself stronger and more efficient, even as we go all-out to reach the mid-decade goals for the world's children.  He himself is not yet jogging, but is getting stronger every day.

Let me now read a short message from Jim Grant himself, and then close with some brief comments of my own:

"I am deeply grateful to the International Development Conference for honouring me with your Special Award for Making Children 'Doable'.  Well, that's an abbreviated way of describing what I've been trying to do these past 15 years as Executive Director of UNICEF, and what I will continue doing in 1995, thanks to the one-year extension that I've been given.

For about half a century I have worked for development in one capacity or another, and I have viewed my work to improve the lives of the world's children as an essential part of the broader effort for development... and for democracy, women's equality and peace.  I have not done this work simply because I love children -- although of course I do -- I have done it because I believe that children and women can also be our best 'Trojan Horse' for attacking the citadel of poverty.

Many of you will recall my favorite quote from Toynbee: our age is the first since the dawn of history that has dared dream it practical to make the benefits of civilization available to all.' Since it has become practical to implement that dream, it is becoming an ethical imperative to do so: history shows that morality marches in step with changing capacity.

And as all of you know -- for the IDC community is at the cutting edge of development -- great progress for the world's children has been made over the past few decades, but improvements have really taken off since 1990 with the World Summit for Children.  What we call the Child survival and Development Revolution has saved over 25 million lives.  We now see almost 100 countries implementing specific national plans of action for children; 168 countries have ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child!  It is wholly unprecedented.  It is a challenging proof of what can be accomplished through global cooperation, political leadership, setting of clear goals, pursuit of high​impact/low-cost interventions, social mobilization (with strong reliance on NGOs and community participation, harnessing of modern communications and careful monitoring.  These are the seven elements which experience has taught us make progress 'doable'.  I've asked that copies of our 1995 State of the World's Children report be available at your conference, to update you on the advances being made -​together with the challenges and difficulties still remaining.

It is my fondest hope that the progress we are seeing on the children's front will inspire a solid response at the World Summit for Social Development in March.  In Copenhagen, the global development agenda into the 21st century should be agreed upon, complete with commitments for financing our efforts.  I know that IDC can influence the outcome of that critical summit, and I challenge you to ensure that your influence is felt, first in Washington, then in Copenhagen.

So, my friends, thank you for this award that honours all my UNICEF colleagues in 130 countries as well as it does myself.  Thank you for embracing the cause of children which is our future as a species.  Thank you for keeping the candle of hope alive -- especially now, when one sees so much turning inward and so much pessimism and so much selfishness around us.  Yes, progress for children is doable ... but a decent and dignified life f or all is also doable -- that is what we at UNICEF, together with you in IDC, must repeat and, above all, prove to the world."

That was Jim's message, characteristically visionary, optimistic and rooted in doable propositions.  May I now make, briefly, four points of my own, drawing from the challenge Jim gives us.  In the best of communication academic style, each of my points are repeated twice!

1)  First, why falter now?  We have hard evidence that development works -- harder evidence than was available 20 years ago.  Now we have well over 20 countries that show not only dynamic economic growth but clear poverty reduction and sustainable human development.  And globally, we have seen impressive progress across most of the developing world.  In little more than one generation, average real incomes have more than doubled; child death rates have been more than halved; malnutrition rates have been reduced by about 30%; life expectancy has increased by about a third; the proportion of children enrolled in primary school has risen from less than half to more than three quarters; and the percentage of rural families with access to safe water has risen from less than 10% to more than 60%.  In the meantime, the proportion of couples using modern contraceptive methods has risen from almost nothing to more than 50% and average family size is now falling in almost every country.  The factual record of development progress is clear.  We should not falter now then the friuts of so much past effort are becoming visible.

2) Second, why falter now, in a second sense - when we know that the public still responds to calls of human solidarity and human concern?  Many may doubt this in Washington today.  But still in most industrial countries surveys of public opinion show continuing support for aid and development -​providing that aid and development are focused on the poorest, providing they are helping people to help themselves.  Does this apply to the U.S.?  Surely it still does.  You will recall that when Audrey Hepburn died in 1993, the tributes she received in this country were as much for her work as UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador as for her career as a movie star.  Shortly before her death, Audrey herself put her finger on the reason why people continue to care:

"Nothing else much matters, there is no complicated diplomacy or politics when a child is starving.  It's simple.  We'd better do something about it.  For our sakes too.  That is, if we want to continue to call ourselves human."

3)Third, don't falter now, when we are making significant progress towards the goals that were set just four years ago.  Malnutrition has been reduced.  Immunization levels are generally being maintained or increased.  Measles deaths are down by 80 per cent compared to pre-immunization levels.  Large areas of the developing world, including all of the western hemisphere, have become free of polio.  Disabilities like the mental retardation and blindness caused by dietary disorders are being defeated on a massive scale.  The use of oral rehydration therapy is rising - and preventing more than a million child deaths a year.  Guinea worm disease has been reduced by some 90 per cent and complete eradication is now in sight.  Thousands of major hospitals in developing industrialized countries are now actively supporting breastfeeding.  

Progress is primary education is being resumed.  And, as Jim mentioned in his message, 168 nations have ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child ​the most widely and rapidly ratified Convention in history.

4)  Fourth, and finally, don't falter now in your stimulus and support for U.S. leadership in the international arena and the United Nations.

In January 1993, addressing the last IDC, Jim Grant underlined the importance of U.S. leadership in all of this, and he stressed political bipartisanship in matters relating to children at home and abroad.  He said:

"Think of what could be accomplished if both ends of Pennsylvania Avenue were to exercise, together, the kind of leadership that's needed and take the initiatives -i -this front that go to the heart of the effort to eradicate poverty!  By increasing investment in American children and strengthening American families, and by reordering foreign assistance to reflect this new priority, the Ui,iited States, the world's sole superpower, would once more set the global standard and give a major boost to human development and economic growth at home and abroad."

If this message was vitally important two years ago, it is clearly even more so today when partisan politics and ideological differences threaten to shred domestic safety nets and the very notion of international solidarity.  People in both parties need to make it unthinkable, on the threshold of the 21st century, for a country with the position and history of pioneering leadership like the United States to turn its back on children and the poor.

* So let me say, as a non-American (though married to one): * U.S., don't walk out on us!

* Don't go cool!

* If ever there was an issue requiring bipartisanship, that issue is children!

The United States has provided enormous leadership to the United Nations at many critical junctures in the past -- from JFK's launch of the First Development Decade to U.S. backing of smallpox eradication and USAID's support for the Child Survival and Development Revolution -- and I am sure U.S. leadership will continue to play a vital role in the future.  Without American support, the leadership of other countries will be seriously weakened.

These truths rest on our understanding of the increasingly interdependent world economy.  And I am certain that these truths will be rediscovered in two to three years' time, even if some people may think they are forgetting them at the moment.

In closing, let me reiterate Jim's praise for the IDC and say that your research and your advocacy and your vision is needed today more than ever, and I pledge UNICEF's ongoing support to your efforts.  And I want to thank the other speakers, who have spoken moving words about Jim Grant and UNICEF and of course about the need for strengthening our collective commitment to sustainable human development.  We in UNICEF look forward to working more closely with you all.

