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REPORT 'OF THE MEETING OF THE MEDICAL SUB--COMMITTEE
HELD N 14 JAE'UARY 1950, PARIS, FRANCE

Dr,
Dr.

Pressntt Chalrmans Profegsor Dehre ~. France
Dr. Rajchman ~ Poland
Dr. Holm - - =~  Denmark
Dr. d¢ Paule aonsa « Brazil
Dr. Van 2516 Hyde ~ United States of America
Secretary! Dr. Borocic (m]guxm)
. Also Present:

Fliot (WHO)
MacDougall (%HO)

Lady Alien (Social Affairs, United Nations)

.

- DI‘;

r_f Dr.

: N Dr.

b Dr. Sa

.l 'f'w Dr,
R DT.
Mr.

Mr,

Mr,

Pate (Executive Director of UNICEF) -
Devidson (Director, BEuropean Hcadquarters umcm'j
Ustvedt (Regional Director for Burope, JE

Palmer (WHO

Bonnet (UNICEF and JE)

.Mande (Assistant Regional Director, J’E)
Strunge (Liaison Officer with JB HQ in Gopenhagen)

Sacks (UNICEF/WHO)
Verhcestraete (UIIIW/WHO)
Messinexy (WHO)
Hansen (JE)
Fraser (UNICEF HQ New York in Gonenhagen)
Walling (JE Horth Africs)

The Agenda of the Sub-Committee was as followss

‘1.
Be
3.

Adoption of the Report of the Meetirg held on 13 Beptember £49. _
Streptomycin Meeting.

BCG Campailgns in the future.

Parls Pilot Stations - WHO Report,

Pedintric Congress.

Training Programmes for 1960,

Progress of BOG Campalgns.

' Progress Report on Medical Proaammna n the.
Date of next moting.
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Adoption of the Reggrt of the Medical Sub~Committee Meeting held on’ 13 Sebt 19&9

1., The Medical Sub-Committee approved the report of the meetlng of 13 September
1949 (E/ICEF/127/Add.1) subject to the following chtrections: . . .-
Paragraph 2ﬁ;usebdnd sentence to read as follows:
"On the basis of Dr, Holm's recommendation,
the Sub-Committes agreed that the question
be reported to a later meeting of the Sub-
Committee,”
Paravraph 41, llnes 4 and 5 to read:
"esss and that it wbuld be noecegsary to

recruit teams also from other than the
Scandinavian countries,"

Technical Conference on StreW.,

2. The Medical Sub-Committze hadt Wefors it @ grogress note on the convening

of a streptomycin meeting (Annex I)..,The convocation of sueh a meeting had been
recommended by the Medical‘Sub~Committee, discussed and avproved by the Programme
Committee and accepted by the.Exeoutive Board, The selectiqn of participants,
organisation and general arrangements had been made in close go-operation with
WHO, The Medical Sub-Committee discusséd the repoft and recommended that the
list of participants be revised as folléws:

a) representatives deéignated by streptomycin receiving countries;

b) individuals sclected on the 5aeis of their personal experience and includ-
ing workers in streptomycin from the USA and -the USSR; and,.

c) representatives of WHO, the Medical Sub-Committee, JE, énd UNICEF,
3. The Sub-Committee noted that the meeting was to be held on 9 February through
12th, It recuested that the.name of the meeting be officially known ast "The 4
Technical Conference of European\Streptomycin Programmes carried out with the

Assistance of UNICEF," The Medical Sub-Committee also noted the organisation and

‘agenda and the general arrangements and agproqu_thewﬁrqgiess'nptégwith.the

exceptions noted above,

%
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BCG Campaigns in the Future . = -
4+  After an exchange of views on its terms of reference and its coupetence to

discuss BOG campaigns: in the future, the Medical Sub-Committee: took the view that
it had & moral r@spons1billty in the BOG mass campaigns, and reafflrmrd its
rcsponsibility to make technlcal recommendations concrrning the J01nt Enterprise

to the Exccutive Board . : -

- 5. Dr. Holm reminded the Sub-Committee of e statement to the Executive Board by
the Scandinsvian Co-ordination Committee at ita méeting’in Oslo on‘8th Octcber,
1949 (E/ICEF/136, para. 95). He ststed that the Scendinavian Committec was of the
opinion that it could not go on beyond 1951 snd that the emeroenc& action would be
Omplthd by 1950. Tho ocandinavian paruners feel that the work aftcr 1050 shouldh
be handled cntirely by Unlted Nations organlaations and that while the »candlnav1an
group was ready to elest as much as possible any group or groups abie to take over
the work, it would not undertske any action necessitating additional financial
.commitments. He further stated that the 1 January was not e fixed date but that
the Seundinavian group felt that all work now undertaken ané all comzitments so far
made would be complcted: by that time, “fhe Medical Sub;Cbmmittee noted that at<the
last Board scssion "the Executive Director stated that after further consuitétion
with Dr, Holm he would present to & subsequent session any proposals thet appcared
to be necessery in-the light of this resolution" (of the Scandindvien Co-ordination

Comnittee) (E/ICEF/136, page 33)..°

6. Dr. Holm stated‘fhut the Scandinavien rartners were ready to osrry out thei:
agreemcnt in 1950, even in the case wherc the sctual work had not yet begun. Sub-

gequent discussion brought out the following pointé:* (2) the problem was not only

the continuance of work in coupiries which had” started such cempaigns, but also

igs
L
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for new countries requesting such assistrrce; (b) the last fifteen months had shown
that mdny problems arose in practice and that these problems.require laboratories .

and field studies involving.considerable responsibilities; (¢) experience had chomm
that»in countries not having a highly developed Publiec Health system, BCG campaigns

must be undertaken with great care. - Thig should be cerefully studied during 1950. .

7. . The WHO representative stated thai;ﬁHO Waé ready.fo'gé forwaré ih‘éonsulta;
tion with the appropriaste aguncies, and do its part in the piéparatigﬁ for'thev
future, WHO‘believed it had & meoral regponsibility. The WIHO representative
emphasized that BCG campaigns in the future should be supported as a part of the -

total tuberculesis program.

8,  The Medical Sub-Committes exprassad ite gread indebtednese to the Scandi-
navian partneré”in_tﬁﬁ carrying out of the mass campaigns and for the important

role which it had played in the effectiveness of its'imﬁleménfation.

9. Dr. Van Zile Hyde of the US4 pointec out that there had been no real dis-
cusgion of BCG campaigns in the fuﬁuxe; which was the item shown on the agenda. He
stated tbgt the discussion had been opened by informetion coneerning the discen~
tinuance of the Joint Ehterprige,.but-that no plan for meeting this situstion had.
been put before the‘sﬁb—Committeé,»either in documentary form or verbally, and -
there had been no exchange of views on: this basic matter. He did not believe that
the discussions which had taken place would aid the Executive Directbr to prepare &
recommendation to the Execcutive Board én this subject. It was ruled that Dr. Ven

Zile lyde's remarks be included in the record of the meeting.

Paris Pilot Station : » , ,
10, The Sub—CommitteeAhad before it a report of the WHO Expert.Committee on Bio-.

loglcel Stendardization on the BCG Pilet Station in Pards (fmnex IT).- - .-

/1l. It noted




11. Tt noted, that. the Expert Committee on Biological Standerdization had. stated

thet the Pilot Station had sufficient number of ghildpen and adults to meke a -

“ﬂmw@eWWoﬂwqmwm@emaedmﬁﬁ%@ma@mbﬂmmdﬂﬁnmtmw-

/' ‘ iof.tuberculin. It also pointed ocut. that iflﬁhe‘statign was to cperate oqﬂaq’;gtég;'

h&tional end long term basis, its personnel and resources would have to be.

: augﬁented.

12, ~ The §gb-00mmittee heard that‘the Pilot Stetion.would in &1l probability be
placed under the control of the International Children's Center, coom to be esta-
blished., It also heard the suggestion that studies of the children chould also

be contemplated for soeiological and social welfare implicaticns.

13. The Medical Sub;Committee expressed 1ts interest in expanding -the number of'.

pilot stations to other parté of the world to.stﬁdy similar problems.

zﬂkmmﬁch&L§ L ‘ - e
14. The Medical Sub-Committee approved the report of ‘the- Adminxstration on the .

Pediatric Ccngresa (Annex II1). Two hundred fellows are expected to attend the‘

‘Gongress and its various activities in Zurich and fifty of them will, 1n.additicn,‘
take part in a seminar on ‘social pediatrics organized in Geneva by WHO under the “

‘auspices of the Ccngress Gommlttee.

15. The Medlcal Sub~Committee had before it a report on Tralning Programs (Annex

IV). Following the recommendation of the Medicel Sub-Committee zt its last session, : e§

. the Administration has endeavoured to obtain the greatest pocsible number of

trﬂining racillties for 1950. In France, the course in social pediatrics w1ll be

held under the auSp&ces of the»Paris Center. Tt is the ‘intention to;oarry these;

vy e




courses for three years, the number_of fellowshipe to be fixed separately for each
year. . The. Medical Sub-Committee believed that the awarding to each country of
fellowships to Paris courses be left to the discretion of the Directors/of.the
Courge in order to ensure flexibility and ihe widest pqsgible.global distribution
- according to the number of vacancles avallable. At the'present time it is esti-~

mated that 60.vacancies will be available‘for_March 1950.

16. The Medical Sub-Committee expressed the hope that it would be possible for
the 194S training activities in Switmerlaﬁd, Sweden and the United Kingdom to be

\repaated in 1950.

Progress of BCC Campaigns

17, The Sub-Committee heard reports by Dr. Holm and his staff on the progress of

BCG campaigns in Furope, Middle Fast, Far East, Latin imerica and Africa.

BCG Campaigns in Furope

‘18, Dr. Ustvedt, Director of BCG campaigns'for Furope, repcorted on the develop-

ments in the European programs:

Finlapd
19. It has already been reported that the campaign was finished in July 1549. The

retesting and revaccination program is progressing. The plen for the centinuance of =

the BCG program had been considered by the Joint Enterprisé; submitted to UNICLF and
#as approved. Supplies, including vehicles, are being turned over to the Finnish

Government,

Po;and’
20. The program has been completed by'Deccmbér 1949. The Polish Health Authori-

ties have taken ovcr the regular tcsting end vaccination of the child population

/not covered by
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not -covered by the cempaign as well as of all newborn infants. The Chief of the
Joint Enterprise Misgion . is staying by invitation of the government.for another
3 to 4 months in order to terminate the reports of the vast campaign of retesting
now under way in several counties. Special retesting programs have been carried>

out in diftverent districts in addition to the ordinary vaccinaticn work.

2l, A special report on Olsztyn distriet was communicated to the Sub-Committee,
indicating that the unusually high percentage of tuberculin negatives among the
vaccirnated population was probubly due to the detericration of the vaccine. The
problem of deterioration of vaccine under specisl climatic conditions ras being
éxtensively studied by the Joint Enterprise. The results of this exphrienge will

serve for other campaigns,

22. The number of people to be tested was estimated at 6 million, and to the end
of Novenber, 5.3 million had been tested;. about 4 million will have been vaccinated
The necessary supplies and equipment for the continuation of the campaign are being

provided by the government.

Czechoslovakia

23. The campeign, as previously reported, was completed in July 1949. The plans
for continuvaticn of the mass campaign were approved by the Joint Enterprisec and
UNICEF, The necessary supplies and equipment for the continvation of the cempaign

are being provided by the government.

Jugoslavia

24, The work is progressing well; tcsting being done at a rate of 150,000 per
month, The Scendinavian teams and the m Cicel chief of the Mission have becn with-

drawn and the Yugoslaev Covernment has taﬁén‘completéﬂrGSpohéibiiity for the
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cempaign with a minimum number of non-technical Scandinavian personnel. 1t was
expected that by the end of 1950, the mass action will heve béen concluded and
thet at the present rate, 3.7 million will have been tected apgainst thé target of

4 million.

Gfeegg
25. The work was progressing somewhat more slowly, particularly in view of a
widespread epidemic of poliomyelitis, than in other countries but was qualitatively

satisfectory. It was expected that 1.5 million will have been tested by the end of

1950 at the present rate of develorment of the program,

26. Becsuse of administrative rcgulations of the government it is anticipated.that‘
the program might not reach the goal of 2 million to be tected., It was also
reported that a special central statistical bureau in Vienna was to be set up. A:
decision has Yeen made to retest gll the vaccinated in this program for ﬁurposes oL

ellergy study.

Ttely
Q7. The BCG campsign in Italy is still considered as a trial and a demenstration.
Reconsideration of the extent and the continuation of this program will be made in

agreement with the Italian Government after 1 March 1950.

28. Meanvhile the Joint ¥nterprise intends, &t the invitation of the gov:irnment,
to begin work in Siecily so as to fulfill 11 ite ohligations under the present

agreemsnt,

Malte | |
29. | Dr. Ustvedf had madé a reecent visit tb Melta and discussed the plans for an
over-ali vaceination campéign. The.signing of ihé ;greement was expected in the

early future,

[Totel tested

R DY
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30. 4s of 30 November 1949, 15282,000 had been tested and 7, 545 000 had been vao~

‘¢inated vnder the Joint Enterprise, Dr, Ustvedt stated that the total figure of

pgrqona to bte tested in Eurome should now be revised in the light of experience to -
approxinately 22 to 25 million, An additional 2,662,000 had been tested in pro—~
grampes oukside the quntEMerpr:l\sa, and g.'bout‘Qp.o(OOO_vac.cinaiegi. o
31, . Dr, Holu reported on the programmes of the Niddle Bast,.

Aradb Refucses

32, . . Approximately 250,000 had been tested by the five Joint Enterprise teoms. The
Joint ‘Enterprise is keeping two teams.in the field to undertaks a retesting pro— - .

gramne, In view of a very low percentage of reactors, it would have been better .-

not to have limited the campaign to people under 18 hears of age but to have 6o SRS

cludaqxl_..ali, up to 30 yea.rs of age, The Sub-Committee ;requested.,that the 'A.dmihiatra‘;
tion prepére a recommendation to include t.e age groups 18 ta 30 in the programme.:
33,  There has been a surprisingly low percentage of reactors among the nearly |
16,000 persons tested.up to 1 December 1940, .The mumber of persons to be examined-
in 8ix months for the city of Beirut and suburbs is expected to be 400,000.
34, . The campaign started at the beginning of November for three areas, namely, . -
Tel~Aviv, Haifa a.n‘d,‘Jemse,lem and is -a{xp,eqtad,ta be completed ‘within‘.s_ months, - The .
‘to't,al %0 be examined in this period will be in the neighbourhood of 600,000 of. . .

which nearly 29,000 vere examined up to 1 December 1949,
35,7 a!he campa.ign planned as & domonstration programme for one year star‘baxl _9:8 ﬂw

.....
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36. The Agreemont was signed 17 December 1949 and the campalgn was expected to

o

last for one year as an overall campaign in the large clties onmly. .
o SRS  North Africa -
37. Dr, Debre and Dr, Bonnet reviewed the situation of the programmes in North

Africa, The problem of ensuring an adequate supply of reliable vaccine, particul-

arly in view of the climatic conditions, was thoroughly examined and tested in the

field, As a result, a new method of packing wae introduced end found very effect—
ive,
On the other hand, pending the production of vaccine by the 3 Pasteur Institute

in W Africs, beginning with the Institute 3t Norocco, arrangements have been completed

with the Denish Serum Institute for the supply of requisite amounts.
roic
38, The work has generally progressed satisfactorily in spite of the difficult

A

conditions, . Approximately 640,000 persons had ncw been tested. B S ,

isd
39. Teams were now méving toward the north of Tunisia and the difficulties in
transportation of the vaccine had been largely solved., Approximately 57,000 had =
been stested in the months of October and November, |
Algeris
40, The vork started on the Slet November in the southern yart'of Conct entine,
The programme, planned as an cvérall’campa'ign, would last for epproximately 18 )
months, ' ' "

, &ZEEE&II

41, Dr, Holm gave the explanatory comments on the work of the three countries of

(’T

-

the Far Hast,




India |

42. The vork i3 proceeding as a demonpiration and a training programe, Demon—

T
RO

strations had been made in 14 different areas up to the lst Decem‘oer. The total
numbe;' of persons tested was 350 000 The Agreement of the Indian Governmant wa.ef
xffeotive un’cil April 1950 a.nd the Joint mterprtse wae read.y a.nd a.n:d.ous to oon-
tinue until the end of 1950 unlesa another o:ganiza.tion is ready to take over the o
work before tm'c date. R | o
43. | The Med.ica.l Su*-committee atresu& bh- nportance of the programmes in India
and. noted the a.ctive interest and oona.’boration of the Indian Govetnment | After |
hearing the report on India., the l!odioal Sub-*comittee requested that a comprehen-— |
sive pla.n be wor,:ed dub according to the raalitlu of the situation takinb into

consideration the scarcity of trained p&rnnml mﬁ the need for tra.ining lay vao-* k

cinators,
]
44, ‘I'ne nrogramne ha.s started in Ka.ra,chi in 1949 as a demonstration a.nd training .

programne for one year Up to 1 December, 35 000 persons had been testad

Geylen

45, A new director had been appointed for the-carrying out of a thorough mass BCG
campaign over ’Ghe whole area of Ceylon over the next few years. Fo Seandinavian»

teams had mrksd 1n Oeylon since Saptember 1949 e.nd no statistics since tmt date s

~ are availa.ble to the Joimt Enterprise.

| | S .‘ 3 ) -..,_ -0 :.a _:“., ; ! l eric
6. " ‘Dr. Holm enrigunced. his early depart ufe* for Latin America for a survey and ="
to mnke Fecommendations to ‘{mpleément: the Exetutive ‘Board dectiion ‘regatding a pro»-»

gramne for Mexico and an overall campaien in one «other Tatin' Lmerica& counﬁry ae a

ﬂpmgnstrati:gn for the reglon, (B/ Iﬂm‘/l%, paragraphs 6%-68).

IR
N
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Vaccine Production 4

T, Dr. Hclm reported that vaccine vas at the moment ‘ceing sent to the xviidﬂle -

East arca.s from Denmark. It is planned to Iave vaccine produced a.t the Pasteur

Inatitute in Athens as ear],v as prac’oica'ble for these programmas. Before this

cculd he done 1% would. be necessary to hava ’ohe vaccine ppproved by WHO Equipmntc
has been sent to the Athens Institute by the Joint Enterprise, but the la’noratory

has not '«-et been a,pproved. ’by ’c.he WID Expert Oommittee.' Until this is done it

w:\.ll ‘ce necessa.ry to continue eending va.cctna from 00penhagen.

48. " Tha Egyptian Governmant is making prewaticns for the prcdnctien oi‘ BCG

, vaccma in Oairo, but they will nroba.bly not be rea.dy until the comple‘bzon of tha |
campaign in Egypt.

; 49, The Government of Israel has asked the JE for assistance ic_equiypingﬁa |
BCG vaccine 1aboratory. Dr. Lindt has given advice on this cuestion and plana N
‘have been made to establish a la'bora,tory in Jerusalem, It is expected that the

laboratory will be alle to preduce vaccine before the end of the JB campaign. .

Fg;; Easfz

50. For Pakistean a :BOG mcine production 1e,boratory has Dbeen pla.nned at Karachi,

but for the time be:.ng vaccine is being sent from Copenhagen. _

51, Vaccine for Indiae and Ooylon is being prod.uced at the King'!s Institute in
. Medras, Dr,.Lindt has visited Madras in comnection with arrangements to be ma,du
for transporting yaccmg'.; This ‘was undertaken in order to solve special problems

deriving from Far Eastern conditions,

w

A
hal
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Burope
’52. Equipment- for BCG- producing 1aboratories in Poland, Czechoslevakia Tugoslav.
and AustrTid. has already been shljpped by the J.E. |

North Afrigg
53, The BCG vaccine fo Horth Aéfican countries is pfbdhééd by the Pasteur In—
stitute in Paris,  Preparations are being made in the Pasteur Institutes of the 3
countries for local production, mt none of these Institutes have ae yet been ap— -

proved by WiD Expert Comnittee,

Tudberculin €o be Left in Countries After Termination of Campalgne.,

54, :The question of the amount of tuberculin:to«leave:mehind in each country,
after the campaign has come to an end, was discussed, It was decided that 3 years .
supply of tuberculin for each country should bé left at the termination of thg'ggss

campaign,

Beport of the Copenhagen Conference on Buropean Vaccination Programnes.

55, Dr, Holm stated that the reports of the Corference held in Copenhagen in
September 1949 will be publishedrin the very near future, He also reported that
Dr. Ustvedt's special report to the Conference would be published in the WHO
Qngrterly Bulletin,

Progress Report on Medical Programmes in Burope

56, The Sub~Committee had before it, for its information, a report on Medical
Programmes in Europe (Annex‘V). This report had been requested by the iledical Sub-
Committee in ite two previous sessions, The functions of the Medical Sub—~Commitiee
in connection with this report were discussed, It was noted that the functions of
the Medical Sub-Committee had been determined by the Board and that its present

terms of reference were as follows:

["Receiving and
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"Receiving and adting on reports of the J,B, and to the con—-
sideration of the oversll proportion of country allocetions
devoted to child heelth projects and slso to such general con—
siderations as members of the Sub~Comnittee in their capacity
as members of the Board, consider proper to bring to the
notice of the Programme Commlttae" (B/1CEF/128, page 15,
paregraph 32), . . .

. The Medical -Sub-Committee decided tc diecuss the report at its next session
in-the light of the terms of reference guoted above,

International Children's Centre,

57, Prof, Debre announced that the inaugural meeting of the Board of Directors of

the International Children's Centre in Paris would be held on the 18th and 19th

of Janumary, 1950,
Date of Text Meeting,

58, The next meeting is to take place in Paris on 18 March, 1950,

AN
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ANNEX I
PROGRESS NOTE ON TECHNICAL CONFZRENCE ON STREPTOMYCIN PROGRAMMES
‘Paris - February 9 to 12 1950

In ackordance with t'te recormendation of the ‘Medical Sub-! Committee 4t its

last meeting (B/TCEF/127/Add,1, paragraph 48) and in agreement with the WHO, it
was decided to convene a meeting on streptomycin therapy of tuberculosis in

1.

children and adolescents on February 9 to 1z nclusive, 1950, in Paris:

PXu¢IL PANTS.

a. Two repr-sentatives of. each country part1c1pat3np in the UNICEF supply
streptomycin scheme (Austria, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakie, Finland, Greece,
Fungary, Italy, Poland, Homenia and Yugcslav1a), It was suggested that
the representatives of each country be, if possible, the lead’ng -
clinician responsible for coordinating the work in the country and the
other the pathologist or bactarioloblqt in connectlon with the s+repto—
mycin scheme, .

b, VMembers of the Medical Sub-Committee.

c, LHepresentatives of the W0,

d. Several members of the original Wil Stfeptomyc:LnA Sub-Cormit tee
(Professor Bernard, Paris; Professor Cocchi, Florence; Drs. Daniels
and Cruickshank, U,K.) and a few other experiencad workers in this field
(Professor Fanconi, Zurich; Professor Cairns, Oxford; Professor Fouquet,
Paris, Professor Chaptal, Nontpellier- Professor Glraud Marseilles,

Professor Ber nheim, Lyon; Dr, Breton, Lllle‘ Dr, Usvvedt Co*:enndgen,
Professor Dubois, )russels). » :

e, Members of Professor Debre!s clinical services,
f. Representatives of the EHQ of UNICEF.

Invitations to the co untries were extended through UNICEF Missions

{in case of Hungary to the Minister of Welfare) on December 6 topether with

a requast that a report be submitted on general observations on the work so
far accomplished in the streptomycin centres and sub-centres, The hope was
expressed to have this report sent to the WHC and BHQ not later than January .
15 and to have the communication of the names of the representatives not
dater than January .20, The countries' reports will be collatzsd by the WHO
and presented to the meeting.

The invitations to other .participants have been or are be:.ng sent at

_ present (the finsl list heving beei; established only recently).

It is expected that 4O to 45 persons will attend,

/2. ORGANIZATION AND
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2.  ORGANIZATION AND' AGKNDA

The meetings will be held at the "HOpital des Enfants Malades" which
Prof, Dcbre has kindly pul at our disposal. One morning will be spent in
the "Hospice de Brevamnes¥, This was made possible through Prof, Debre's
kind szrvices.

It is proposed that, except for the first morning, there will bes
no. formal meetings but rather "round table" discussions, The presentation
of clinical cases will also be conducted in the same way.

3.

The programme of the meetings will be as follows:

First day:

9,00
10000"'13-0()

1.3 000_15100

Thursday, February 9 - "Hopitzl des Enfants Malades",
149 Rue de Sevres,
- Registration
- a. Address by the Chairman of the Médlcal Sub~Cﬁmm1ttee.
. bs. Election of the Chairmen,
c. Country Reports,

-~ Tunch intermission,

15.00-18.,00 -~ Round table disenssion on selcctod problems
Second Day: Friday, February 10 - "Hospice de Brevannes",
10.00-12,30 — Presentation of clinical cases,

12,30-15,00 - Lunch in Brevannes.

15.00-18.00 ~ ound table discussion on selected problems.
Third Day: ,S&turday, February 11 -"HSpital des Enfants Maladss"
10.00-12,30 - Presentation of clinical cases,

15,00-1€.0u

~ FRound table discussion on sel~cted problems,

Fourth day: Sundsy, February 17 - "HOpital des Enfants Malades".
10.00-12,00 - Conclusions, |

ROUND TABTE DISCUSSION ON TREATMENT WITH STREPTCMYCIN OF TUBERCULZR MENINGITIS

4D MITIARY

TUBTRCULOSIS IN CHILDREN

For the" YEound table® discussion on sclected problems the follow1np
suggestions ‘have been made:

Diagnosis of tubercular meningitis and miliary tuberculosis in children in the
lizht of vpresent experience,

HanEnts of prognosis tubercular meningitis when the pati“nt is admitted to
he hospital and during the dourse of treatment,

Study of the spinal fluid during the *reatment of tubercular meningitis,

Ophthalmascopic examination of the fundus of tne e¢ye in cases of tubercular
meningitis and miliary tuberculosis,

- /Blsctrocephalography
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Electrocephalography in tubercular meningitis, during the course and after

.turmlna+1on of the treatment,

Bactarlologwcal dpta-

1) e od oP research of the T. B BdCllll
2) Hesistance of germms

Dosage Qf struptomy01n in the body fluids,
Poaologv in general - doses - r@petltion of 1n3=ctlon, etcy’
-u@tnou.04 1ntroduct10n in tub@rcular manlngltls.v
~ Spinal
~ Sub~ccecipital
—~ Ventricular
Neuro-surgical intervention in tubercular meningitis.

Conbination with other antibioticg,

Incidents and accidents infStfeptomycin therapy,

‘The problem of complications in children who have been treated,

Anatomical findings.

GANET AL ARRANGEMENTS:

The Missions have beesn informed that FBHQ will extend whatever 3831stance

is ne«ded for the re;:reS(nLuttves’ visas, hotcl and travel accommodatlon.

UNICEF will be responsible for travelling expenses to Paris and return,

travel allewance for four days in Paris at the rate of $12,50 per day and meals

en ro

outa, for two delegates of each country and for other participants esnec1ally

invited,
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ANNEX TI
UNITED NATIONS | B (Copy)
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 0 /88 /7L
ZYPERT COMMITTEE - | 8 December 1949
BTOLSGICAL STANDA4RDIZATION ORIGINAL: FRENGH

REPORT ON THE BCG PILOT STATION IN PARIS

Cn 5 August 1949, the United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund
approacihed the Wiy Expert Committee on Biological Standardization with the reqguest
that a periodical examination of the qualiity of the PCG vaccines used by ULICEF
in its anti-tuberculosis vaccination campaign in certain European and overseas
countries be carried ocut. At the same time, UNICEF suggesited that the Expert
Committee should study the functicning of the ECG Pilot Station in Faris so as to
dscertain 1f this station cculd be employed fer comparative tests of vaccéines and
tuberculins from various sources, used or intended for use, in the vaccination
campaigne. These requeste were couumnicated on 20 Septeinber 1947 to tue nembers
of the Pupert Comzittee on Liolerieal wtandardization.

Trow 5 - & October 1242, Drs. ¥, hey . Timueriwn and R. Gautier, under the kind
guicdance cf Trof. H. Bonret, ne R. -Lomq, Director of the Pilot Station, and of
Mlle. Avigaon, Head Nurse, vioited the Filet Statioa, the School of Puericulture
of tine Foculty of Medicine tde Axunny lursery, one of the residential nursing
centres oi the Social Vklfwlb of the Seine Depertucnt, situated at Belleue (Orne)
and tre centres ot Saloris (Loir et Cher) and Argent (Cher) of the Society for the
Placing of Infints in Foster foues ("Placoment fawilial der Tout-Petits").

(1) The Filet Station

The Pilo the upper floor of a house situcted ut 166 rue Blomet
Paris XV. suell st»ll, which is rasponcivle for the administre-
tive work, bthe curc inapx1n“ and collection of biblicgrs )h‘c refecrences on 5SCG,

The Pilot Station comsenced operations in June 1948; it is financed entirely by
UNICEF whith allocated a zum of 3,500,000 French francs in 1948. A4 proposal for t.
inercose of tals ellocation to 4,500, UJL french francs for 1947 nas been subnitted
to the M:Qi&xl Comuidtiee of UNICEF.

P

Pilot viation was created with the aim of "methodically studying all ques-
tions concerning BCG vaccination with a view to subsequent standerdizatioNeesesees
gsides this essentlcl aia, waich hus a tine limit, it is also proposed to study

the effectivencess of BOG. "i

‘

To eacble the comparison and cvaluation of BCG vocclines from different sources
to be carricd cut, the Pilot otu,loﬂ has recently been able to evall itself of
children and duClQ””bnta in the cuarge of the Child Welfare Scrvice (M"Service de
la Protection du Premier Age") of thie Snclel Welfare of the Scine Departiment. For
the mot port bizsse young people have oo fev not been vaccinated with BCG but this
would henceforth be possivle throush tie Pilot Station, in which the Sociul Welfare
has every confidence.

Jout of 22,500

L poc. E/ICEF/123.Rev.l Armex 1/3
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Outfoﬂﬂzé,SOO individuals from 0.%t0 24 years, the rreat mojority are inf;ntﬁ
of C to 2% years belonging.to one of the following batug011es- "Pgblic relicf"

witiaoutb ﬁdrrnfs), ”uuullc azcighance™ (mether incapable of bringing up her chil-

(

dren) or "towporery guardicnship" (tewporary utdv, during the siciness of the
mlfbul, for . xu“y¢c) Th; bacies first spend & pericd in the observabion creche

ice of ft. Vincent de Paul and nre tn n gent te the antony Nursery to
a dict of cow's wilk. From there, they are sent to one of the. nu-
lentinl mwwsery centres whicu the Soclal Velfare has organized aind of
Bellewe Centre is an excaple,

(2} The Fcllene Centre
Tho Carmbre iz responsible for the administrative supervision of 420 infants,

agee Trom O to 18 mOuLﬂu, wro ere plec.d with foster mothers in the healthy en-
vircmient of noighbouring villages. Thae Soeclul Wellere supplics tne leyette, the
idin-, feeding vottles oad sterilizing eguipment, as well as all special

bod wnd bedr
mitks.  The mumber of chidren eotrusted te one foster matapr does not exceed fow
Each chiid iy wedically esurined om srii- -l uth the rg“"Acntl“' nurgery centre and
then every wonth. The resolts arc ontered in a personcl booklet supplied by the
Social Telfere,  Visiting nurses attached to tho nurscry centroe are ecach: respone-
gibls for 50 oo 00 chiliren whoa thy see Wb least once weelly; thodr vicits are
entercd in thoe personal boollet. The mursery cantre at Bellons ic the only cne
wacre. through the Pilot Svation, BOG veccinutlion hes becn anplied to & censiGera-
ble plOgurt*on of the bubius. Dr. Droea cnee 8 the resulds of these vaccinations
periosicelly ond revaceinatos when nwe ’

(3) Society for the Flacing of Infants in Fo.ter Homes ("Plucenment forilial
des Tont Potitsh),

For a long-tern study of allergy, the Pilot Station can use the Zociusty for
the Plecing of Infants in Toster Howmes directed by Prof'. Marcel Lelons. This
socisty, iouuﬂvo in ‘O,u, removes bobice born in a tuberculous enwvironment fron
t\e nun,m of inlecticn by »ntruttlnﬂ then as soon as pos:iule to peagant famtlies

ing ¢l possiole thysicol cnd woral gurdnteus. Tub seclety, wideh roceives
fanls from U to 4 years of ¢, nas cight ceatres in Solegne, including tnese
Dulbris and Argent. Tuwo nurses, with trainiag in *ue¢1uulture, reside at ¢ach
sibre, jregare the alet and distribute the wilk to bables placed in their sector;
' ncuection takeceg place twice mentily.

In June 1945, 400 bebice sent to Sologne had been vuccinstod with BCG, citherx
in u;fﬁrrol, maternity homes in Paris cr on thelr arrivel, through the offices

Fa Al -
ol Dr, Lroco,

On thedr return to Paris, a cortein muwber of the children ere folluwed vp by
the Pilet Stotion, thers are antrustud to the Grancher Society wiich leoks diter
them tnhll they are 20 yeors of aso. 'ng those followed up, taere are incvitably
some vha live in an dinfecled anvirunmunt. A thorough medico-goclisd ingquiry is .ae
in the case of each of the latter by & speciclly traincd social woriker.

(4) Cther Stud; Cuntrnc

ilot Station has other stuly cenbres availeble, such as: the School of
ulture of the Faculty of Hedicine (Prof. M. Lelong), the Medical Clinic for
/Sick Children

VA -
The T
~
s

Pucris
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Sick Children (Prof. R. Debre), the Bayeux Montreuil and Puteaux dispensaries, the
BCG service of the Gocdrich factory at Colombes and finally, since October 1948, the
206G Service of the Freanch Mational Railways, which examines end vaccinates pupils
attending its apprentice schocls, any anergic apprentice not being eligible for sub-
sequent emplovment., :

{5) Research Carried out under the Auspices- of the Pilot Station
Fesearch so far has been directed towards establishing:

(a) The percentage of allergic reactions obtained with different vaccines, and
different rcutes of administration;

b) the type of allergy thus obtained, the speed with which it appears and its
duraticn;

(c) the duraticn of the activity of various vaccines kept at different temper-
aturcs;

(d} the activity of dry vaccine,

Up to the present the following vaccines have been studied and compared; fresh
and dry vaccines from the Pasteur Institute for scarification and intradermal in-—
jecticn, and fresh vaccine from the Copenhagen Serological Institute intended for
intradernal use,

For studying the allergy of vaccinated perscns the Pilot Station has employed:

(a) The cutirecaction, with crude tuberculin from the Pasteur Institute;

(b} The patch test, with FPD ointment from Copenhageri;

(¢, The intradermal test using: :

l. Crude tuberculin from the Pasteur Institute, (in diluticns of
1 mg/l ml and 10 mg/1l)

2+ Purified tuberculin in the form of American PID (Sharpe and Dohme),
 Panish PPD end TPLE from the Pasteur Institute.

(€é) Conclusicas

From the point of ¥iew of the Fxpert Copmittee on Biological Standardization, it
should be ncted that:

(a) the Pilot Station has at its disposal a permanent supply of anergic children
and adolzscents which would permit the study of BCG wvaccine on groups <of at
least 100 individuals;

(b) comparison of the varicvus types of tuberculin may be effected in a scientific
mannar; '

(c) the development of allergy is followed up as carefully as available criteria
permit, during a period of time which, according to the individual case, may

/irclude the

#
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include the childhood and adolescence of the subject vaccinated.

It follows that the BCG rilot Station in Paris, boti because of its organization
and becausc of the study centres at its disposal, is sultable for the evaluation
and comparison of RBCG ‘vaccines and tuberculins cof various origins. It is clear
that if the Station were to be made use of on an international scale, its personnel

* and resources would have to be increascd. It would also be necessary to ensure its
functioning over a prolonged period sc as to make possible a long term study of
allergy and to enable & comparison to be made of the rate of infection amomg
vacclnated and non—vaccinated individuals.

signed:

W. Aegs Timmerman
R. CGautier

8 beember 1949
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ANNEX III

U’\IICEF *‘FLLO”“‘SHIPS 70 THE I“TTERI\.ATIONAL PEDIATRIC CONGRESS
TN 7U?ICH JULY 2L to 28, 1950

At the third sescsion of the Joint Comm“ttee on Health Policies VHO/UNTCE
proposal was discussed for UNICEF to give financial assistance to the luternatlonal
Pediatric Congress to be held in Zurich in 1950, The Cormittee decided that the
directors of WHO and UNICEF should study the proposal and formulate recommendations
which would be submitted to the Executive Boards of the two organizatious.

At the meeting of the Medical “ub-Committee of .July 11, 19&9, a propcsal was
presented concerning the po¢81b¢lvty of giving essistance to 150 pediatricians from
UNICEF receiving countries. in Zurops to atlend the International FPedietric Congress
and the post-congressional activities. It was axpeuto that such a propesal could .
be implemented with funds which would be made gvailable from a possible contributio:
for 1950 by the Swiss Federsl Joverrment for training courses. = After having
examined this proposal, the kediceal th«b“n&ltbea reconmended to the Frogramme
Committee that this be approved by the lvecutive Board. The action of the Executive
Board on this was taken at its YNovewmter seosion (F/ICEF/136, pare. 69).

On November 15, the Director ol the FHQ of UNICEF zddressed a letter to the
Federal Swiss Govermment in which 12 asked the Veleral Govermment to consider an
allocation to UNICEF of funds for lriining sctivities in Switzerland during the
year 1950, In this request UNICEF expressed the hope that the Federal Swiss Govern-
ment could allocate sufficient -funds for the repeating of the major training
activities which were organized in 1918 and 1949 for the benefit of UNICEF receiv-
ing countries in Furope. More particularly, the Federal Gevermment was requested
to consider, in priority, the allocation of such funds for the implementation of
the proposal regarding the Inbternational Pediatric Congress as described above,

On December 27, the Swiss Federal Govermment informed UNICEF that an allocation
of S, Frs. 120,000 had been made for the sttendance of ped1atr1c1ans to the Inter-
national } edlatrlc Congress and the posit-congressional activities, this sum to be
used with the understanding that the programme will be organized through the Aide
Suisse a 1'lurope in the same way as the other training activities were corganized
in 1949,

Following a number of preliminary discussions which were held between WHO and
UNICEF and the Aide Suvisse & 1'Burope the following tentative prograume for the
utilization of these funds was established:-

In view of the limited funds available and of the desire to render the atten-
dance possible of a maximum of pediatricians from UNICEF receiving countries to the
Congress and the post-congressionel activities, it was decided that the money would
mainly be spent to cover all the maintenance expenses to be incurred by the fellows
in Switzerland, only a minimum sum to be set aside to cover ihe travel of fellows
from their country to Switzerlard,

.

The pediatricians will be chosen from the following two oateggrlos.

e

1. It is hoped to cover the expenses in Switzerland of and up to 150 pediatricians
for a period of 10 days, These pediatriciens whose main interest is in the

s
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field of clinical pediabtries, will be sclected as stebed in the original docu-
ment, from Uriversity pediatric departments to which they are attached as
assistants. Their stay of 10 days in Switzerland will enable them to attend
the li days of the Pediatric Congress and all its various activities including
the exhibit, and the lectures which will be given by outstanding pediatricians
for the benefit of younger pediatricians 3 days before and after the Congress.

2. Tifty other pediatricians vhe Leve a special interest in preventive sspects of
pediatrics vill be selected in the UNICEF receiving countries to stay for &
period of 20 days in Switzerland., They will remain in Zurich for 7 days to
attend the Fedictric Congress and to visit the exhibit and will then go to
Geneva to take part in 2 seminar on social pediatrics, which is crganized, for

. a period of 12 days, by WHO in agrecment with the International Fediatric

e Congress. '

As regards the selection of candidates, the following is planned:

/1-\

For the Buropean receiving UNICEF countries the sclection will be made by
Joint consultation between the chiefs of missions and the govermmernts concerned, as
in the previous training coursss. [For the countries outside Surope, it is envisagec
to make the selection in joint consvitstion with the regional WHO offices.

The choice of the 150 pediztricizng vho will renmain in Zurich will further be
'ap“TOVCd by the Organizing Committesz of the Intornaitional FPediatrie Congress. On
he other hand, WHO and the Organlulnﬁ Comuittee of the International rediatric

Congress will avprove the selection of the 50 candidates who will, in addition
participate in the semincr on Social Pediatrics in Geneva.
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ANREX IV

TRAINING PHOGRAMMES FOR 1950

Tollowing the recommendation of the Medical Sub~-Committee at its meeting
held on Sent,rbcr 13, 1949, UNICEF is endeavoring to obtain contributions from
the various countries for trulnlno courses to be organized as in the years 1948
and 1949,

1. Course in Soci=zl Pediatrics in France.

This course is planned for 1950 as part of the activities of the Children's

Center, Like in the previous years, the course will be held in Paris in the
French language, It will last 4 months, from March 1 to June 30, 1950, This
course given for French speaking participants will be organized on the samne lines
as in the previous years. It will agnin bring tosether the differcent cotegories
of workers in the field of child care, namely pediatricians, public heazlth
officers, nurses and social workers, cducators and health architects. The number
of participants has been reduced this year, At the nresent time, aporoximctely 60
openings have baen offerad, of which: 28 to the Europsan UNICEF receiving
countries, 15 to latin Amer:ca 7 to the Far Bast, 3 to the iiiddle East, 2 to the
Near East and 2 to N01th AfllCu.

2. TIraining setivities in Switzeiond

a) So far, a contribution of 120,000 Swiss francs was offerad by the’
Federal Swiss Government to enable approxiinately 200 pediatricians from UNICEF
receiving countries to participgate in the Intemational Pedlatrlc Congress and
the post-congr9551onal activities,

b) Although UNICEF hed officially recuasted the Swiss Federal Government
to consider the possibility of the repeating of the training courses, which were
organized in Switzerland for the hencfit of UJICBF the Government has not been
able to allocate any further funds besides those set aside for the Intornatlonal
Pediatric Congress,

‘ Howsver, a possibiiity exists that the Swiss Federal Gowernment may
consider - in the first months of 1950 - a further allocation for the organization
of training courses,

3. U.K. Course

The large amount of funds available in 1949 in the U.K, have ensbled
UNICEF to sponsor in that country a course for social pediatrics organized by
the Ministry of Health, The limited funds available in 1950 do not allow a
repetition of such activities, However, informal discussions are taking plece,
the purpose of which is to obtain informstion on.a possible organization of a

course by the Ministry of Health to be offered as a separate contribution to
UNICEF,

/ Le Swe __d_ea

;
.




&

he Sweden

No irformetion is as yet available as regards the possibility of
organizing further coursss, but informal conversations will be taken up in the
near future to that effect, UNICEF hns, however, been unofficially told that the
International Swedish Relief Commidtes - which in the past provided the funds
for these courses ~ would have na funds available in 1950,
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ANNEX ¥V
oo

PROGRESS KOPER ON THE PRESENT STATUS OF MEDICAL
" PROGRAMES I EUROPE

The Medical Bub-Committee, st its last mecting, recommended
that the Administfation prepere & report on the present status of
medical programues in Furope for the information of the Medical Siib-
Committee. |

These progrems notes, prepared in accordance with thishfe-
quest, contain a brisf description of each programme by each country
and of the extent of funds committed against these programmes.

A summary teble is also included outlining funds committed
or esrmarked for programmes receiving UNICEF!'s assistance, This in- ‘
formation is gifren by countries and programmes. This table has been
set up to zive a dollar-wise gpproach tg the general progress that haé
been achleved. The funds are calculated on the cost or estimated cost
of the type of equipment iteelf but do not include expenses such as

freicht, administration,'eﬁc.
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. The total funds tentatively earmarked from the country!s unprogrammed balance are
nproximately $100,000 with the distribution as follows:

Streptomycin $30,000.
lactariun : . 30,000.
Other Projects _%40,000.

Total  $100,000.
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AUSTRIA

s

In November 1949 the Federal Government tentatively proposed a request for the
following projects:

Streptomycin

The Government of Austria requests sssistance in streptomycin for 10 medical
institutions with an overall capacity of 1507 beds. The cuantity of streptomycin
requested up to the end of June 1950 is apuroximately 60 kg. involving apnroximatel,
$30,000. The programme nezds further clarification as the request combines the
streptomycin received through the E.C.A. (approx. 2 80 kz.) with the expected
quantities from UNICEF. There is further need for more information on the number
of bveds for streptomycin cases,

The request has been submitted to WHO for consideration and eventuel visit of
Dr. Wissler to Vienna.

Maternity and Child Health

The Government requests assistance in equipment and vehicles for a central
Mactarium” in Vienns. Ever since 1939 there has existed in Viemna a central col.
lscting station for mothers milk. - In 1943 this station succeeded in collecting
up to 1700 litres of mothers milk per month. The aim of this action is to provide
the nevborn in all institutions in Vienna and also the needy sick infants with
mothers milk, The system almost fully meets the needs in the city of Vienna, In
order to modernize the preserving methods and particularly in order to expand this
type of help to other parts of Austria the machinery ls needed for the preparation
of lyophilized dry mothers milk, In addition two smallwns are reguired for delive
ing the milk from all the collectihg points to the central station for processing.

The estimated cost of this project is approximately $30,000. Further projects
have been the subject of discussions between the Government and g WHO representativ
such as: agsistance to ceantres where cases of juvenile epilepsy are teken care of
and to centres dealing with child guidance problems. Discussions were also held
with Dr, Ustvedt concerning assistance for the establishment of a central disgnost:
laboratory for tubsrculosis.

All these projects have been the subjeet of discussions on one hand between the

UNICEF mission, a WHO representative and the Government, and on the other hand be-
tween the EHQ and WHO. o final decision has as yet been arrived at.

[The total funds
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Strep'eo;_qycin Programme.

The Government had early in June 1948 requested UNICEF to supply streptomycin for
a special therapeutic programme against tuberculosis in children. In October 1948,
the Minister of Public Health streased the necessity for assistance from internatior.
resources of the antibiotic and noted ite willingness to organise special centres
to. carry on the work. The entireomiier of assistance of this kind was then under
consideration by UNICEF, WHO and the Joint Committee., By the 15th of December 1948
all the necessary preparatory asreemnts had been reached and the governments were
sent clrcular letters concerning the possidbility of providing this essential drug..

On 1 February, the Bulgarian Government suhmitted. e plen of operation for utilise
ing streptomycin in the treatment of tubercular children. One hundred beds were
planned for Scfia and 50 bede ware set up in sub-centres. It was requested that 5
kilos per month, for sizm months, ds enthorised to implement this programme at a cost
of $25 000 from the- unproerm Sadenes. ‘

After a visit was paid. to m the m&es and pla.ns of operatlons WeTe Iow
commenied for streptomycin tharapy. The WEO spproved. the programme developed by the
Bulgarisn Government,

In July 1949, evaluation of the programme showed that the Government had set up
75 beds for streptomycin work in Sofia eand 75 beds Jin sub-centres throughout the
eountry. More than 150 children had been under continuous treatment in the centree '
throughout these montha. : : :

At that time, the Government requested thet they be accorded an increase of the
programme because of the large nmumber of children who had to be denied care because
of the lack of the drug and. because their experience had enabled them to expand ths_
programme to 300 beds.

-

The special scientificr committee of the Ministry of Public Health of Bulgaria
submitted reports on the results of the treatmemt and the WHO approved the increase
of streptomyein for this programme to 10 kilos per month, The plans of opemtions
were submitted to the Medical Sub-Committee at its meeting of 1l July 1949 in the
working papers. Night additional centres were opened with 75 beds and the exigting
centres were able to increase the numbsr of beds by 50, making 8 total of 320 'bed@
available for treatment with UNICEF streptomycin.: : .

Provision for convalescent beds was also made by the Government a,uthoritiee.
The progra.mme is continuing through June 1950 with the approval of the WHO, which

has stressed the necessity of continuing the supply of this drug. To date approx-
imately $90 000 has been earmarked to carry the programme thxfough June 1950 at a

[zate of 10,0
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" rate of 10,000 vials per month for the six month period. Prior to 1 December,
71,000 vials had been shipped into the couniry to help implement the pro

zgraement with the Tuberculosis seection of WHO, two Fellows attended a four ek
course in'Paris in the Streptomycin Centre with Professor Debre. }

Cumulative quarterly reports have been received giving the number of UNIGEAF bene-
flciaries affected by the Programme. ;

In the last report covering the perioed July through September, 137 childre‘ were
under eontimmous treatment. The technical evaluation of the work undertaken will te
. discussed at the forthcoming conference of streptomycin workers. On the basis of
setimate, it would appear that the allocated quantity of 10 kilos s month is being
utilised with a small margin for relapsing cases and those requiring long-te
thera,py. ‘

lntL-VD Prugg

,'The ‘natioral plan to combat syphilis givesd -a rather detailed outline of the exist-
mo’network of anti~VD institutions and a statement of the effort made by the Govern-
gsent in their VD control scheme, Surveys made by the authorities indicate that the-
aumber of potential UNICEF beneficimries afflicted with syphilis involves 1600 pre-
snant women and newborn ba,bies s 800 infants up to 1l year and 3300 children from 1 to
18" years of age. - .

‘.Dhe Bulgarian Government ha.s ’been carrying out a VD programme by therapy wi.th
a.rsenic, bismuth, mercury and iodine compounds throuzh an existing anti-venersal -
disease apparatus. Penicillin is not availeble in the country for use on a large
scale. While the use of arsonic and bismath compounde will be continued in syphilis
therapy generally, the Government was very sager to receive UNICEF assistance in = .
the form of penieillin for treatment of pregnant women and children, TUNICEF was'
also requested to provide necessary laboratory equipment and supplises. - -

'Bhe campalen conducted by the Ministry for Public Health through the network of
anti-VD institutions including 2 central VD dispensaries, 15 policlinice and 15 VD
- departments in hospitals and with the belt of over 1000 health stations, provides
for free and compulsory treatment and comprises all aspects of modern approved VD -
control.

‘In March’ 19149, Prof. 'l'homas of WHO vis:.ted tne countrv and. consulted with .
suthorities in charge of the programme, - He emphasized the need for literature and..
laboratory equipment and supplies. Dr. Guthe of the VD Division of WHO had also
stressed the urgency of 1a,‘bora,tory suppl:.es for thls programme.

After conelusion of the preparatorymrk the programme was sta:rted early in May
and is progressing slowly but favourably. The flow of penicillin has been continue:.
I‘echnica.l difficulties in clearing the type of equipment needed have caused some -
delay in the delivery of laboratory equipment and supplies, thereby hampering the -
satisfactory development in the initial stage. This has now ‘been overcome, and . -
the necessary supplies arse flowing in regularly. R R

/Tae WHO approved
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The WHO approved and recommended afi mllocation of $51,000 for this prograumme of
vhich $36,000 was for penicillin, The emount of penicillin shipned to date has
been 5, 000 vials out of a potential 7200 vials estimated to be needed for the de—
velonnent of the plans of the Bulgarian Government, Due to the reduction of price
of penicillin the final estimated cost of this programme amounted to $36,000 of
ahich $21,000 for penicillin, ~In the monthly reports of beneficiaries the Govern-—
aent_indicates that the programme is slowly developing and expanding, Up to the.
md of August, out of a total of 675 patients treated, there were 317 UNICEF bene-
ficiaries, In the month of October 125 children and mothers were treated anc con-
trolled, There was a certain amount of resistance to the use of penicillin in the
treatnent of syphilis by the local medical profession, The Ministry has hot only
filtered UNICEF penicillin into already existing dispensaries and venereal disease
stations, but also has organised especial penicillin study sections in the University
Venereal Disease Clinicse of Sofia and Plovdid for demonstration purposes, Two mobi:
teams for rural counties have also been orgenised to treat afflicted mothers and
children, :

A request for further penicillin above the originally approved quantities is unde
consideration, o

Anti-Malsria Programme

The efforts of the Government authorities to conbat malaris since 1944 have ne$ .
with some success which is reflected in tie progressive decrease of the number of
cases, It still remsins, however, one of the biggest health problems of the country.
38 125,000 persons, including 30,000 children are still suffering from the disease.

The Bulgarian plan for 1949 envisaged expanding and strengthening of measures
for nass exaninetion of children with a view %o tracing the carriers, treating the
affected persons and conducting an intensive antilarvae and anti-insect fight, The
organisational structure consisting of 23 melaria stations nd 14 sub-stations with
a total of 262 persons trained in anti-melaria work existed alreedy., UNICEF was
roquested to provide the nscessary supplies and equipment (DDT, solvents, sprayers,
ete) in order to make an expanded progranme possible, :

Professor Missiroli, Deputy Director of the National Institute of Health in Rome,
visited Bulgaria On behalf of WHO, He stated that Bulgaris is organising an ef-
fective campaign and urged UNICEF/WHD assistance, He made several suggestions
especially in regard to emphesis on preventive measures, .

WHD has mrovided tfaining facilities for 3 Bulgarian doctors,

The campaign with UNICEF material has been carried out from June to Seplember
and, according to preliminary reports has been successful, Until the 30th of
beptember up to 160 teams have sprayed 117,973 buildings of a total of 17,610,000
2q.meter surface area, The population bensfiting from the spraying amounted to over
400,000, ‘ . ‘

/A request was
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A request was received to provide approximately a similar amount of supplies and
equivment for the next season,. WHD hag’ aprnroved the request and recommended that
the suppliss be in the country before the transmission season, It is und.erstood
that all the. supplies will have bean procured.cnd are. being shipped,

The total funds earmarked for maleris for 1948 were $7O OOO of which $46 000.
were for DD! and $23,000 were for equipment end transportetion, The 1950 programr:
will provide $66,000'for DIT and $9,000 for transport snd supplies.

rt‘m d rore

Ea.rlv in 1948 an orthopeé.ic clinic with 55 beds, as an 1ndependent medica,l unit

in the Medical School of Sofia, was set up, It is "the only medical institution of

thet kind in the entire country and 1s therefore playing a very important role in-
the rehabilitation of crippled children., IDuring the first year of its exlstence
the clinic treated 4,300 children under 14 years representing 60% of the total numb
of patients under tne care of tne clinic during the past year, The diseases mostl:r
treated in the clinic include congsnital deformities and malformations, lesions re—
sulting from infentile parszlysis, of bone end joint tuberculosis, riclrets a.nd other
traumatic lesions and deformities of childran, .

The clinic is not now adequately equipped, %The lack of modern equipment and
skilled technique 1s a severe obetacle to the expaunsion of the clinic and to .the
stimulation of suc‘a work throu,:,hout th& ocountry,

It is planned %0 provide mmtmtm 1litarature to the staff of the clinic and
other surgeons throughout the ceuntry: e ogulp the clinic with all needed apparatus
instruments and facilities so as to be able to conduct a rounded programme of work
for crippled children; to secure adequate treining for the staff and to provide
training for physiciauns, surgeons, nurses amiother ‘personnel t hroughout the cou.ntrys
The traimng aspect of this project is of primary importance,

To achieve this goal, the Bulgaiian Government lms requested U‘NIOEF to sunply the
necessary speclolised equipment and the WED to assist with 1iterature and trm.ning
facilities for a surgeon and a physiotherapist

On the basis of the. recommandations of the Expert Oomittee on Maternal and. Child
Eealth, which covered handicapped childrenm, this programme.has been spproved and re—
commended by UWICET and WHO. The requested equipment is being shipped to Bulgaria a
r cost of $23,000, The request for 1literature and tra,ining facilities was referred
to WHO for implementation,

Erotection g r&otner and’ Child

Barly in 1949, the Government reguestecLUNICEF to fm'nish equipment supplies ‘
{including drugs) and embulences which the euthorities intended to use for inproving
their Mother and Child Health Services, As there were not enough funds svallable
from the country allocation and the Government wished some assistance in their anti-
tuberculosis control, the request was reduced to a few incubators for the care of
premature babies of the gynocologic hospital in Sofia and obstetrical bags to equir

[the recently T
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the recenfly opened ma.tcrnu;r ventres 1;1 areas, The request 'wﬂl cost in the
neighbourhood of $10 000, according to ou estimate, ~

Eerly 1n 1948 the im Government- has reported that tu'bcroulo:is was one of
the most significant he: tlx problems facing their people. While no accurate statis
t188 were aveilable, Dr, Ralhd of UNICEF, who was in Bulgaria to work with the Bul~
garian authorities on Maternal gnd Ob:lld. Health problems, ‘reported that in certain
groups, there were 104 tuberculin positive reactions in the first year of life,
Y-ray studies of school children give an estimate of 3% active tuberculosis among
children. Dr, Ralha urged that assistance be given to the Government g efforts
against tuberculosis,

In November 1948, the Govermment noted that while it was expanding its tuberculos
services, as well as child~health centres, apparatus and equipment were neoessary
in order to carry out the ebjectives, At that time, it was impossidle to comply
with the request directly, but the matter was referred to the WHD for consideration

In June 1949, the Govermment submitted its plans to combat tuberculosis, The
plans included the organisaetion of tubercular-pediatric consulting stations for
childhood tuberculosis in ten of the large cites whore personnel wae availalble,’

The most important problem which the Government stressed was laboratory follow-up.
It was planned to expand the central diagnostic stations and to improve seven
regional laboratories to include modsrn tecimiques, It wae felt that organisation
wee necessary for the rural areas and villages and for 4his purpose intendsd to set
up five movable tuberculosis dispensarigs, UNICEP was ‘requested to assist with the
necessary laboratory equipment, ¥-rays and movable diepenuaries, Phe request was
forwarded to the WK) for their consideration, > ’

It vas the Judgment of the WR) that there was no way of decidi ng whether the

laboratory apperatus of the x-ray supplies were the best which could be provided

because of insufficient informetion Justifying the request, Since the request was
for considerable supplies the WHD noted that there were insufficient detalls as to
the needs for the amounts reguested, In view of these considerations, the WHDO felt
that a representative of the Bulgarisn Government vielt Paris or Cenevs for a close:
examination of the plans and specifications inherent in the request, - Alternatively,
the WHO noted its readiness to send a representative to Bulgaria to hnlp finalige:
the request.

Thie opinion was trensmitted to the Government for their appropriste action,
The Govermment was unable t0 give e reply until December 1949. At that time,
the Govermment requested that a medical representative come to Sofia to expedite

. the programme, The Buropean Headquarters of UNICEF agreed and the necessary clear-

ances are nov awaited. The funds earmarked for this programme ave $110,000.
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA

‘Streptomyocin

The Government of Czechoslovskia submitted its plan of ouerations for the strep-
tomycin progremme in November 1948 and révised it in January 1949, The Czechoslova!

wvorkers had had some experience in the use of the drug and were extremely snxious tc

organise a mere comprehensive orogramme for the treatment of tubercular children,

Yith the oossiblllty of assistance from UNICEF in the offing the Ministry of
Health proposed to match all streptomycin received in order that all the UNICEF con-
tribution could be used directly with children in categories laid down by the Expert
Committee., The programme was based upon the setting up of streptomycin centres as
special sections of teaching hospitals in Bohemia, Moravis and Slovakia. A total
of two hundred beds were set aside, all to be under the supervision of the special
strentomycln Comrmittee organigod under the Ministry of Health, The plan included
provision of main ccntres in Pregue, Brno and Bratisleva with sub-centres to ‘ensure
the earliest pOSSlble treatment after a diagnosis was made.

'The plans were anoroved by WHO in January and 5C0C gremmes of ' streptcmycin a
nonth were forwarded,

The centres onerated fairly smoothly and reports indicated that an average of
200 children were under treatment with UNICEF streptomycin. Special instructions
were prepared by the Ministry of ‘Health on the methods of diagnosis, treatment
achedules, organisation and follow-up on all cages. Reports indicated that over
°1,000 grarmes of strevtomycin were utilised for netients of interest to UhICEF

In July, the WHO consultant visited Czechoslovakia to axchange scientific infor~
mation and to determine the relative effectiveness of the nrogramme. He was satie-
fied that the general instructions issued by the Exrert Committee were being adhered
to and that the methods of treatment were good, He discussed with the Government,
the possibilipies for making more effective the work in one of the centres. .

In July, sufficient expei-ience ‘had been gained by the technical workers for the

‘Government to consider gradual expansion of the sub-centres and the institution of

1ew centre. The number of beds increased from 280 in July to 460 at the end of
Uctober. By the 15th of January 1950, nearly thirty centres and sub-centres will
uave qualified to carry on work in tubercular children. On the basis. of the visit
of the WHO special consultant, the WHO approved expansion of the programme and the
shipment of 10,000 grammes per month for the programme. The Czechoslovak Governmeat
has undertaken to provide the necessary amounts’ for those children for whom strepe
somycin is insufficient. ~

To date, $75,000 have been allocated to this programme which is sufficient to
ensure 10,000 grammes a month until March, 1950, . The UNICEF has sent 84,000 -grammes
%0 Gzechoslovakia up to the Jamumary 1lst, 1950. In the last report received which
gives the analysis for the third quarter of 1949 over 900 children have been $reatef
in that quarter. It is now reported that almost 90% of tuberculous children for
vhom streptomycin is indicated will receive this life saving drug. The Ministry of

[Health feels that
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Health feels that the programme has been eminently worth while and has saved the
lives of many children who otherwise would have died.

In 1late October a meeting was held in Prague of all workers in tuberculosis and
anti~-biotics., This meeting was attended by the Polish workers in the field.
Problems affecting the technical and organisational aspects of the prosgrammes were
thoroughly e~xvlored and recommendations were made to expand the work. WHO is send.
books and literature. The Government is 1ooking forward to participating in the
forthcomirg streptomycin meeting.,

Anti-Vergres e&vw

The Czechoslovalk Government had noted to WHO and UNICEF in 1948, that the pre-
valence of syphilis had incredsed substantially during the war, specially in
Slovakia. The Government planned to speed the tempo of the struggle against this
problem by expansion of veneral disease facilities, mass serological screening tec
niques, shortened treatment methods and now epidemiologic aporoaches.

Following the recommendations of the Expert Committee and the action of the Joi
Committee, a WHO expert consultant visited Czechoslovakia in December 1948 to:
consult with the Government on plans and possible needs, His detalled report on
this trip has already been seen by the members of the medical subcommittee. It we
pointed out at that time that there were great difficulties in estimeting the exte
of the syphilis problem. Stetietics were scanty and based on hospitel admissions
or questionnaires.. Routine examinations, even for pregnant women, were not requir
In 1947, the Ministry had tightened reporting methods and practices and initiated
more rigorous contiol measures. The expert consultant estimated that, on the basi
of figures, there were almost 26,000 persoens afflicted with sy»nhilis of which 4,3C
infections were in pregnant woman and amlmoet 10,000 were in children. The Governr
ment revised its plans and started to pet—up the necessary mechinery to implement
the progremme. Several serious aduinistrative, technical and organisational prob-
lens were involved in activating this prograrme. The newer treatment methods re-
quired scecial laboratory procedures and techniques. Laboratory facilities were
. especially important in mass scresning techniques. Personnel needed to be mobilis:
and trained in new therapeutic and epidemiologic methods, The Government proposed
to supply certain amounts of penicillin for pstients not in UNICEF categories of
‘beneficiaries, to supply certain laboratory equipment, and to mske aveilable perse:
nel and funds. WHO was requested to help with technical assistence, literature an
fellowships. UNWICEF was tc supnly 10,500 vials of penicillin at a cost of $30,500
and certain essential laboratory supolies at the cost of $5,000, The entire pro-
gramme was approved in February and the Government took steps to initiate the pro~-
gramme,

In May, the WHO, at the request of the Government, sent a visiting lecturer to
Czechoslovakia to discuss with the Government experts the problems of treatment.
of sychilis. He reported at that time that the programme was being prepared and t
it should get under wmy in the near future. UNICEF, meanvhile, had sent 300 vials
of penicillin snd all the required laboratory supplies. Pilot and demonstration
activity has proceeded but the national Slovakian campaign could not be undertakor
until December 1949, The campaign hae now begun with a strengthening of the lab-
oratories, especially in Bratislava, obligatory te;ﬁing of pregnant women, mass

- Jecreening of 18
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agreening of 18 venereal dieaase control centres, and epidémloIOgic investigation.
State funds have been made available and the necessary’ personnel is in the field.

' After the first of April, expansion of ‘the programm¢ is expected into the ramalning

districts, 411 services and ‘drugs are free to the patient and treatment is compul-

viory. It is expectsd that ﬁhe majar programme should be compleﬁed ‘within one year,

Plans were meanwhile beling made by the Government to organise a camnaign 1n the
Provinces of Bohemia and Moravia. In May 1949, a WHO consultant visited Czechoslo-
vakia to help develop and finglise the plans for this programme. The report of WHO

. and the request of the Czechoalovak Government were renorteu in detail to the Medica.
. Subcommittee at ité meeting on 1) July (WHO/VD/24). 'The Ixecutive Board at its
5 November -session approved $93,000 for this programme which ‘tncluded essential

o

liboratory supplies and 37,456 vials of penicillin, Sixteen thousand vials of peni-
cillin have already been shipoed into the ccunt¥y.  The campaign as outlined in the
Government document is being followed and the campaign bfficially got under way on

8 Decembev. ‘

The Ministry of Health, affer hQV1ng succesefully concludad the BCG mass csm-
osalgn, has mede plens to extend it %o an overall enti-tuberculosis cempaign, . In
sccordance with lo¢al problems, wsd wish ponfirvmation by the recommendations of WHO
Txpert Commitiee on Tuderculests, the Wsia saphasis w{11 Ye the search for active '
“uberculous disease and to &acaCUﬁ#‘&§Q~$iixitQ t&elr sources of infection.

The main emphasis, in the beginning, will be on children and adolescents. The
carpaign will involve all tuberculin positive reactors discovered as a result of the
continuation programues and extended to the tuberculin positive case registerg of
the mass campaign. This programme will be implemented by the necessary organise-
tlonal steps, training of personnel and especially the strengthening and new organ-
isation of modern laboratories. Mass radiography will be employed and all suspect
tad doubtful cases will be followed by X-ray and laboratory methods. Pamilial and
other contact tracing will be employed and all infection cases will be isclated.
Expansion of hospital possibilities for isolation and treatment has already bezgun.

It is estimated that the campaien will reach over 2 million children in 1950.
Tiis extensive campaign could not be implemented without assistance with epare parts,
i-ray films end other accessories for machines now existing in the country and

- gpecially for laboratory supplies for the National Institute in Bratislava. The

eutire request was received in October 1949 and was screened by WHO. The WHO noted
*hat the plans were in harmony with the recommendations of the Expert Committes and
especially commented on the measures being taken to follow-up positive and doubtful
cises. The programme was approved. About $95,000 will be needed to implement this
2rogramme. On the basis of the firm allocation of funds and the possibilities

~ of the early receipt of essential supplies, the programmes in Bohemla, Moravia and

Slovakia have been initiated and will be expanded as soon as supplies are received.

Exploratory discussions have taken place with the Czechoslovek Govermment on
agsistance to Maternal and Child Health projects. The Government has had a special

./Anterest for some
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1nterest, for some time, in providing, for its infant welfare stationsa.g*eggxed .
infent foods. It wes hoPed.by the Government Thiat {niternational assistance” céuld be
given to adopt existing machinery ‘to the preparation ‘of infant foods for frde distri-
bution. This would be part of a growing nutrition service for infant welfare and
would "involve public health nursing, health education and followuup. ‘The Government
has vequested ‘an expert-in the field of production methods which 1s under congider—
ntion by the Adminlstration.

"The Government is planning to expand its premature service to centres outside of
Prague and to- expand 'the existing centres in Pragué Lor teaching purposes, especiall
for nursing personnel. The" Government wauld like assistance in the. provision ‘of the
necessary incubators, supplies for presafvation of breast milk and 80 on to impleme:
this nrogramme.

4
' . .

-

Exnansion of the communiuable diseass control programmes are nbw under way 1n
Czéchoslovekia, Mass vaccination against diphtheria and pertussis is being planned’
for early 1950. The Government would like assistance in the provision of "supplies
to expend existing laboratories snd especially to consider the possibility of pro-

vision of combined pertussis diphtheria vaccines as recommended by the Expert e
COmmittee of MHO. . oL g

AII these requesus are stili vefy mndh undsr discnssion. The Punds available )
are’ ‘quite tinmited (1 PB,ODO) and ﬁquld not’ poaéibly provide for all these repuests.
The Intérministerial Committee of ‘the dedhoslovakialGovernment i8 at present

weighine priorities and will ve éoming fvaard with firm requests and plans of
operaticns in the very near future. . . .

-
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FINLAND

Streptggx cin zrogggggg

In April 1949 the Government of Finland suhmitted a plan of operation to under-
take a streptomycin programme for-its tubereular children. This programme was to
have 50 beds in Helsinkl as a main centre, distributed among 4 hospitels and an addi-
tional 50 beds in 3 ,eub-centres. The plan was approved by the WHO and 4 kilos of
streptomycin per month have been shipped to the country since July 1948,

The prqgramme adequately began operating in August with 40 patients under treate
ment, after several modifications had been made by the Government.

In agreement with WHO, a fellowship of one month's durat1on was granted to an
assistant of the Helsinki Gentre. He has spent the month of March at Prof. Debres!?
clinic 1n Paris. : , .

A preliminary report from the Govermment indicated that the centres needed to
prolong operations until at least June 1950 in order that gains which had been made
in organizing the programme should not be lost because of lack of the drug. The
Government renuested that a further -allocation of 4 kilos per month be mede up to
that date. L .

The Wﬁo, after careful examination of the preliminary reports, gave its approval
to the request. The total amount of funds earmarked for this purpose ie $40,000,
The supplies have been dispatched regularly

Ast4-¥D

VD control has existed in Finland for more than 100 years. Consistont statistics
comprising the whole country date from 1923, The VD.control programme in Finlend is
based upon a special law in effect since 1939 which provides for free examination
and treatment, compulsory notification and compulsory treatment, contact tracing and
educational work on VD. Treatment is effected through 36 hospitals out-patients
department, and in rural areas through the services of the 347 health officers. «
There are 5 VD departments in hospitals and six laboratories for serological oXam~
inations.

The Government reports that the number of reported untreated cases of acouired
syphilis in Finland, which varied in the last 3 pre-war years from 1000-1500, has
increased during the war to almost 7,000, and although there is a decline in the
incidence in the post-war years, .congenital syphilis still presents a very pressing
problem in Finland, The war time VD peak has resulted in a large number of latent
untreated syphilis cases, especially among the women, , |

Out’ of 975,000 female blood donors, 1,4% gave a positive or doubtful Kahn re-

action. Similarly 1% of the pregnant women examined in 1946 hadléositive 8OO~
logical tests for syphilise.

© [0 combat congenite
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To combat congenital syphilis, the Finnish health aunthorities wish to submit to
a blood test all pregnant womern and treat with penicillin those affected with the
disease., For such an sctivity, Finland already possesses a suitable network in her
maternity and child health services. In 1946, 90% of all pregnant women visited
these centres and blood tests were taken of aboutb 50% To extend the facilities for
serological tests to all pregnant women and for the tresatment of an estimeted 1, 000
women affected with the discase and some 200 cagses of congenital syphilis, the
Government hes requested UJICEF to provide the necessary amount of penicililin
(2100 vials) and lsboratory equipment, In addition, they requested literature and
training facilities. WHO has apwroved the programme and necessary funds, namely
$6,500 for penicillin and $5,000 for laboratory eguipment, were sllocated by the
Executive Board. In Novembér 1948, WHO has cooperated with the Finnish health
authorities in the elaboration of the plan and has agreed to provide literature and
to make arrangement for training.

On recommendation of WHO, an additional request of $4,000 for further ladboratory
equipment was approved, by the Executive Board in July 1949, from the two million
dollar special allocation. Afffurther amount of $3,500 or F~ﬂay films and one vehicle
was 2lso taken out of the couﬁtry's blocP allocatlon.

In Masy, Dr. Mahoney of WHO visited Finland and had consultations with the
Finnish health authorities. He also delivered a series of lectures,

Up to the end of September ths programme could not develop in full swing. The
main cause of this delay was the late arrival of the laboratory equipment. It is,
however, anticipated that the campaign can now go shead without hindrance. Up to
late September, 200 pregnant women and 2 number of children with congenital syphilis
have been treated.

WHO/UNICEF assistance has stimulated s national campaign against syphilis and the
Government is now very eager to continue with the campaign during 1950. Some peni~
cillin has been saved from the 1949 campaign, mainly due to reduction in the dosage
for treatment. The Government has requested UNICEF to supplement this by providing
further penicillin and laboratory equipment for aprroximetely $15,000 to meke the
continuation of the campaign ooessible throughout 1850, This reguest is being
studied by UNICEF and WHO, : : :

A new TB law came into force in Finland esrly in 1948, The country. has been
divided into 18 TB districts (with each 180450, 000 inhabitants) with provision in
each for preventive measures and treatment of tub@rculosis. The main emphasis in
preventive work is centered on BCG vaccination and mass miniature radiographs. The
programme would call for screening of practically the total population over 15 years
of age within two or three years. Por this purpose it would be necessary to install
in each district 1 or 2 mass miniature radiography units. The mass BCG campaign
hes bsen finished but vaccination will still continue intensively on all new-born,
pre~school children, children entering and leaving elementary school and on all
conscripts.

/The Finnish Government
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* The Finnish Government has requested UNICEF to supply 10 to 15 X-Ray machines for
mass screening. This rejuest has been studied by WHO and approved in nrinciple.
" The amount 1nvo;ved is approximately $50,000.

"'W@smamiﬂw 0¢

In some towns and densely ponulated areas in Finland, suumer disrrhoea has -
reached in the last years almost epidemic proportions. It was rated highest among
the causes of mortality which have increased by 50-100 per cent in comparison with
previous years. In spite of bacteriological research, the_origin of the disease
could not be ascertained. However, as the handling of fresh cow's milk leaves much
to be desired, it was oroposed to make, in certain areas, a spécial study on infant
‘diarrhoea by substituting fresh milk by milk powder. For this special study which
lasted two months, from July-September 1949, UNICEF was approached and provided the
milk powder and local fands. '

" The Medical Suh—Committe‘appréved the above plan with some reluctance, as it is
not in line with UNICEF policy- to assist such specialized programmes. However, as
both the milk and the money for financing the project were locally available and

after WHO had con31dered the pro;ect favorably, this was approved by the Adminis-
tration.

The plan was to feed about lﬁ%ﬁ artificialiy fed infants in Helsinki and'S»other
towns with one type of milk only % namely powdered milk, The work controlled by
public health nurses will be under the supervision of a pediatriclan in each town.

During the months of July and August, 3,758 infants, divided into 3 groups, were
closely followed. CQut of 1,256 breast-fed infants, 57 or 4.556 per cent had =
.dlarrhoea. From 1,294 infants fed with fresh cow'!s milk, 233 or 19.8 per cent

“had diarrhoea, whereas out of 1,208 using dried milk only 104 or 8. 65% were taken
"-111.’ The superiority of dried whole milk over "consumption" milk was clearly demon—
strated, The Finnieh health authorities have expressed their desire to repeat this
‘experiment on a larger scele to include as well as whole milk other mllk products
and %o be combined with bacteriological analysis.

Protection of Mother and ggild

For maternal and child services in three provinces, the need of 3 cars for
supervision, consultation and teaching purposes were felt to be very urgent. This
request was met by UNICEF after WHO approval had been sacured The amount involved
is $6,000 and the cars are under procurement. '
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S §OW GIVEN ASSISTANCE OR UNDER DISOUSSION - PINLAND

v

- Funds _ Under
Plans of 3 -committed Under Supplies technical
Programme operations WHO or Procurement shipped discussion:
received Approval earmerked (approx.) (approx.) (approx,}
Streptomycin April 1949 June 1949  § 40,000 » 18,000 $ 22,000 -
Anti v,D. Sept 1948 Sept 1948 20,000 6,000 14,000 -
‘Summer diarrhoea Feb 1949 3,500 - 3,500
Maternal and Aug 1949 Sept 1949 6,000 6,000 - -
Child Health . o
New HuHOquﬁm. . - :
(T8,VL,MCH) Oct 1949 - - 80,000 - - 80,000
TOTALE: 149,000 30,000 39,500 80,000
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FRANCE

I. Maternal and Child Programmes.

Follow1ng the dec151ons of the Executive Board of UNICEF to utilize part of the .
unprogrammed balances in the French allocation for the establishment of a medical RO
programme, a plan was presented by the French Government. The details of this plan L
were worked out in intimate consultation between the French Government, the Medical
Division of WNICEF and the WHC. The plan as presented was in the scope of maternal
and child health services, and it envisages procurement of equipment for three pro-
grammes, namely: ' '

"A. Equipment for the implementation of the national
programme fbr combattlng death due to prematurity.

B« Equipment for the implementation of antl—pollomyelltls
' centres.

Ce X-Ray equipment for use in the meternal and child health
: centres and publi¢ health centres.

de Premature Programme

With the lowering of the infant mortality in France to a level of around 50 per .
1000, the Ministry of Health of France has been faced with the increased importance C
of the neonatal mortality and has given special consideration to this problem.

Since the mortality by prematurity in this country is responsible for more than 30%
of the neonatal mortality, the Ministry of Health decided to establish a national
programme’ to cope with the problem and requested CHICEF uSSls.unce to enmable the
1mp1ementatlon of the progranme, :

The premature programme in France has a special importance since France is the
first couritry in Europe that has engaged in a country-wide programme in this fielde
The assistance requested from UNICEF has therefore considerable importance. Not
only will it enable the implementation of the programme in France, but also the
gE experience gainea in this country w1ll set a useful example for other countries which
5 mlght engage in 51mllar programmes.

The establlshment of a programme for care of prematures is basmcally dependant
on the fulfillment of three basi¢ nceds:

1. The availability of adequate hospital_facilities set up as Special centres
or as. séparate units cOnnécted with maternities or pediatric departménts.

. 2. The avallablllty of tralned medical and paranedlcal personnel of high
P quality and in suff1c1ant number.

xi 3. The availability of suitable modern‘equipment. o ’ | ]
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The Ministry of Health has given all con51derat10n to the question of hospital
facilities and qualified personnel, whereas it has relled on UkICEF a331stance for
the procurement of sp601allzed equipmeat.~ - ,

1. E_;ls centress In order to fulflll this programme in France, the first premature
units were sct up in Paris and one of them - located at the Ecole de Puericulture -
1as-been set up as a teaching and demonstration centre for pediatrlclans, and for
mirses to be trained in methods of premature care. In addition, this centre is-also
functioning as a centre where research witl, regard to prematurity is being carried
>ulbre :

I@;eddition to this feecﬁingleenire, Paris is also equipping two of its biggest
maternities with a separate unit which will only take care of prematures born in -
these maternities.

2. Other Centres. The loglcal expan51on of the prenature programme is the equipping
of Centres in the other cities where there is a medical teachlng centre. The
additional aid is therefore given by UNICEF for the equipping of premature centres’
in the 8 other.university cities and in 9 cities where there is a medical school,

As a rule, in each of these cities one premature centre is being set up in the ~
biggest matcrnlty to teke care of prematures born in’the maternlty and another pre—
mature unit is being set up- in connection with the pedlatrlc department which will
take care of:prematures borny out31de the maternity, in the clty and in the Supr-
roundlng area. ,; -

: In thls Way, a number of . geOgraph1Cal areas of France will have in their main
c1ty proper premature care., It is envisaged that once these premature centres will
be well established, they*wlll take over for the respective area, the training
personnel, which is now in the first stage centralized in Paris.

In order to complete the geographical distribution of premature care in the are: .
where no universities -or medical schools are in existence, UNICEF is giving.aid for
the equipping of premature units in.some of the "Department!" centres and in a few
cities of second importance where special facilities are available to justify the -
nequest.

; ;UNIC?F is glvxng a531stance in this programme by procurlng the equipment-whlch is
it present tlme not available in France.

L.aln each of the centres U”ICEF pr0v1des 60% of the bed facilities under the form
of incubators. The other LOh representing bassinets are provided by France.
The:incubators are of two types: A completely air—conditioned incubator is pro=
vided for the care of prematures of a birth weight of 1500 kilogrammes and .
lower: a.simpler type of incubator is provided for the prematures of 8 hlgher
birth weight. R »

2+ For the transportatlon of ;the prematures to the centre a number of portable
incubators is provided accordlng to the size and the 1mportance of the iarea for
,whleh | the centre is set, L UPs - : s

3. Iﬁ'addition, the larger-mameﬁniiies where premature, centres are set up are prow
vided with a recussitator to combat the effects of asphyxia in the new-born as

/well as
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wéll‘as in;thé premature.

The larger pediatric departments which are setting up a premature centre receiv
~likewise bronchoscopic apparatus for treatment of special conditions of asphyxt
in"the infant and in the premature. .

Li The training centre of the Ecole de Puericulture in Paris has in addition re—
ceived a limited amount of special laboratory equipmcnt for the purpcse of re-
secarch work in the field of promaturity. L

AL the present time procurement is beii.g made for the premnture centres in the
Paris area which will receive 102 1ncLbdtors (of which 20 are of the completely
air-conditioned type;, 22 portable incubztors, & bronchoscopes and 3 recu531tators;

For 45 additional premature centre¢s WHO has given approval for the procurement
of 104 incubators (of which 79 are of the complebely air-conditioned typc), 105
portable ineubators, 30 branchoscopes and 15 recussitators.

Further requests for a lirdited number of additional centres are at the present
tlme under conalqerat;on.

Orlglnally, an amount of $379,000 was set aside for the premature programmes: in
France. However, a number of months were necessery for the working cut.of the de~
tails of the programme in the various areas, to which "HU had to give its approval, .
Since that time the prices of the equipment have diminished considerably. A fairly
large amount of the money alloceted for this programme will therefore remzin unused
and is being considered for other programmes in France. These new projects are
under discussion between the French government, WHO and UNICEF. - :

B. Pollomvelltls Propramme.

The French Government has reqpested UNICEF assistance for the equipment of
specicl centres established for the muscular re—educatlon and rehubllltatlon of
children after the acute treatment phase.

This programme was established with very great care and is to be considered as a
programme for handicapped children and their re-~education, as appreved by the Joint
Committee on Health Policies UNICEF/WHCU. The most interesting aspect in this
French programme is thet it is using the musculer re—education and rehabilitation
of these children in connection with their progessionzl training whenever this is -
possible. The WHC has approved the detsiled programme as it was presented by the
Yinistry of Health of France. The equipmeént requested for the 7 centres of re-
habllltathn amounts to $50,000 and is under procurement.

C. X-Rav Equipment Programne.

A progremme for the procurcment of X-Ray cquipment to be used in Maternal and
Child Health centres of Public Health centres for routine X-Ray work in these _
centres, with special emphesis on the screening of suspect cases of tuberculosis,
was approved by WHO in principle. A sum of $150,000 was set aside for this pro-
gramme. The Ministry of Health has recently forwarded the detailed plan for -

/procurement of
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procurement of X-Ray apparatus in 52 centres. In a preliminary discussion, WH(
had made some comments for further discussion between the Medical Division of UNICEF
and the Ministry of Health, which are expected to result in the very near future in
the final approval by WHD of the detailed programme. :

This programme for assistance is established with a view to enabling the maternal
and child health centres or public health centres in rural areas to carry out the
X-Ray examinations connccted with thelr work. A4 most important and specific aspect
of the programme is the use of the maternal and child health centres. and public
health centres in these areas for the first screening of suspect cases of tuber-
culosis, which will eventually be sent to the specialized tuberculosis dispensaries
for complete examination and follow-up.

The X-Ray equipment given by UNICEF will in this way strengthen considerably the
French programme of control of tuberculosis in areas which are at the present time
difficult to reach.

It is envisaged that the implementation of the deteiled programme will involve
a somewhat larger expense than the amount originally set aside. However, the
additional expense will easily be covered by the money left unused in the premature
programme allocaticn. :

II. Anti-Malaris Programme

The French Government hes established an anti~malaria campaign in the island of
Corsica since 1948, This programme has been established as a three-year plan for
the eradication of malaria in this region. The campaign had so far been very
successfuls ilowever, the French Government has difficulties, at the present time,
to continue the campulgn ow1ng to lack of DDT and other supplies.

In addition, in view of the resistance of the flies to DDT after the first year
of treatment, the French Government is in great need of the procurement of octachlor
for further eracdicction of flies which are responsible for the transmission of '
infectious gastro-intestinal disease in infants. In view of this, the French Govern~
ment requested assistance from U~ICEF on December 16, 1949, in order to procure 13
tons of DDT and 3 tons of octachlor, in the value of $15,000,

o |
B |
§

i1
i

e St i

The plan has been sent to the WHU for its approvel, since it comes under the
category of progremmes which were accepted for implementation by UNICEF by the Joint
Committee on Jealth Pollc1es UNLICEF/VHO .

e

When approved, the programme will be procured with funds from the excess money }
from the premature programme under the French Medical equipment allocations ‘ f
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GERMANY

Streptomycin Programme

In view of the approval by the Executive Board of the procurement of streptomyeci:
in accordance with the policy laid down by the Joint Committee on Health Folicies
UNICEF/WHO, the local German authorities expressed their desire to receive UNICEF
assistance for the procurement of streptomycin, to be used in centres for treatment.
of tuberculosis in children,

~After extensive discussion between the Occupation and Local authorities, the
Terman authorities submitted a programme to be financed from.the unprogrammed balanc
in the UNICEF allocation,

The requést includes the following programmes for the various zones:

1, British Zone .

A request was made for a 6 months streptomycin programne in a main centre at
the University Children's Clinic in Dusseldorf and in 16 Sub-centres in the Zone,
for a total of 210 beds for tubercular children, representlng an amount of lO
kilos of streptomycin per month,

.2, U.S. Zone

A request was made for a 6 months'! streptomycin programme with a main centre
“at the University Children's Clinic in Munich and 6 Sub-centres in the Zone, for
a total of 180 beds for tubercular children, representing an amount of 5 kilos
of streptomyc1n per month, In addition, a request was made for the training

of 5 doctors in streptomycin therapy techniques. = ‘

3. Berlin -

A request was made for the esteblishment of one main centre ot the TB.Hospital
in Heckenshorn and for 2 Sub-centres, for a total of 100 beds for tubercular
chlldren, representing 3 kilos of streptomycin per month.

'N Following the approval by WHO in Octcber 1949 of these programmes, the‘funds
- necessary fer their implementation were approved by the Execuvtive 2card of UNICEF
in Noverber 1949, ' o

 The Ixecutive Board has also approved, in pr1n01h“e, pending the signing of an
agreement with the appropriate authorities and *the aporoval of the prcgrarme by
wriC, the allocation of funds: for a strvptomyoln programme in the Soviet Zone.

. Total funds ear—marked dmount to 468,000 for the period COVLrlﬁg November 30,
1949, to the end of April 1950, o

The programme began officxally on November 1, and is operating satisfactorily,
Sufficient supplles to meet the needs to the end of February have becn procured
to the extent of @30,000 with the remainder under. procurcment

WHO plans to send a representative to Germany to v131t the centres and to
evaluate the work performed, .
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GREECE

ytreptomvein Programme

The Government of Greece submitted a plan of operation to care for their large
number of tubercular children by streptomycin therapy. Fifty beds were set up at
the "Agia-Sophia" Children's Hospital in Athens and twenty beds &t the P, and A.
Kyriakos Indigent Children's Clinic. - ‘ :

The programme was approved by the WHO and an allocation of 3 kilos of streptomyci
per month was made as from 1 July. In the period July-September, 54 patients were
under continuous treatment. Early in November a WHO consultant visited the country.
Although his report has not yet come to hand, it is understood that he made recom-

" mendations for enlarging the number cf sub-centres and commented on the availzble
laboratory facilities. The amount set aside for this programme is $11,000. A
further alleccation of funds is under consideration to carry the programme through
June 1950, and to increase the number of sub-centres.

Anti-VD Prggramme

Farly in 1948, the Greek Governwment informed UNICEF and WHO that syphilis did not
constitute a first priority problem and t-e health authorities did not feel that a
national campaign was indicated. Consultation visits by two WHO venerologists were
carried out with the Greek Health Administration regarding its interest in a vener~
eal disease control programme. The WHO proposed that a sample survey be attempted
to obtain an estimate of the extent of *the problem, as a preoliminary to possible
further programme proposals in which WHO and UNICEF might participate. Although
the Health Authorities agreed to the usefulness of such a survey, they thought it
impossible to undertake a systematic survey for various technical reasons.

In September, the WHO venerologist discussed with the Ministry of Health plans
to sel up a limited campaign, confining itself primarily to the diagnosis, treatment
and serologic follow-up at certain key polyclinics and a concentration by the
Ministry of Health on the follow-up and treatment of pregnant women and children.
The detailed plans of the Ministry were received in Octobor 1949, and it was
estimated that 1500 pregnant women and 1500 childrsa coull be reached by the cam—
paigns. The WHO approved the reguest and $10,00C have been allocated “o this
project. Penicillin has been procured and is bLeing shipned Lo Joplen. t the pro-—
gramme at the carliest possible date.

Anti—TB Campalgn

The Greek Government has been working intimately with the WHO for some time on : -
anti-tuberculosis campaign. On the basis of the Joint Committee action at its
April 1949 session, the Government discussed with WHO the best possible utilization
of funds. It was felt by the competent Government authorities that the strengthinir
and modernization of diagnostic laboratory facilities would be a major contribution
to the government effort. Accordingly, in September, the government requested that
a WHO technical expert on laboratory problems shouid visit Greece to survey the
existing facilities. It was further requested that the representative help make
detalled plans on future development and extension of laboratory facilities, made

. /necessary by
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. necessary by expanded tuberculosis- control programmes.. Unfortunately, the WHO .

' consultant could not visit Greece until November 1949, His report is not yet E
available, but according to informal reports, the problems were tnoroughly explored :
and plans made for 1mplementatlon.

S Ihe Government is working out defailéd requests based on the discussions with
H0e Ten thousand dollars have been eurmarked for this prowect pbndlng recezpt of
the detailed pians. :

The Covernment, in conjunction with its streptomycinwork, wished to strengthen
the laboratories for djagnoqtic and follow-up work. ‘The WHO recomnended and o
supported this request and in ﬁugus* 1949, $1,200 were made available. The supplies '
have been procured and are being snippede. :

In order to strengthen its diagnostic services, the Government requested that 3
tomographic units be mede available for three hospitals in Athens, Salonika and the
Peloponeses This request was justified on the basis that this diagnostic tool was . o
not avallable.in any public institutdon in Greece, descite the fact that a grest Co
deal of thoracic surgery was being undertekets The WHO approved the request and.

- srocurcment has been initiateds The request has been estimated at $25,000. '
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HUNGARY

Streptomyein

The Hungarian Government submitted in Nevember 1948 a plan of operationg which
included 50 heds in the Pudapest Central Clinic end 100 beds distributed in 4 sub-
centres in other parts of the country. The Hungerian Pealth authorities accepbed
the conditicns stipulated by the WHO Ixpert Group on Streptomycin.

The mein centre wes visited in November 1748 and approved by the WHO. An allo-
cation of 5 kilos a month for & months, valued at $25,000 was made. Shipments
began in Japuary 1949 and continued throush June. The programme was gradually
expanded by the Government. Reports reoceived from the Government indicated that
approximately 160 patients were under continucus treatment.,

When it was decided to discontinue UNIZEF operations in Hungary, it was felt that
shipments of streptomyein should continue for those cihiildren elready under treatment
Streptonyein was provided for the children Wgder treatment until the end of 1949 -
the totcl guantity shipped was 42 kilos at sn approximete value of 23,000.

Anti-VD Progromme

From its enrliest stages the Hungerian anti-vensreal programme was developed in
conjunction with the WHO. The programme is more a large scalc demonstration than
a mass campaign, as is the case in most UILCEF assisted countries. It was cstimated
by Hungarian experts that by the end of the wer the number of VD cases had reached
approximotely helf a millicn as compared to 58,0C0 cases registered in 1938. A4s
a result of Imncdiate measures undertaken by the Health authorities, it is estimated
thet the namber of venereal cases had dropped in tiae three postevar years to
300G,C000 - 35C,0C0 cuses.

In 1947, pre-marital serological exsminction for syphilis was made compulsory.
0f the porsens tested 2.5 to 2.5 per cent were positive. The nuwber of syphilitic
pregnant women is, tuercfore, estimated at epproximately 5,100 and the number of
infants born with symptoms of coungenital syphilis is estimated 2t -about 1,500

Der Vear.

There are 9,000 doctors for a population of 9,000,000 and the facilities for VD
treatrnent comprisaes 25 VD clinies, 508 Freventive Henlth Centres, 1,420 Public
Health Officers. : '

The VD control plan in Hungary is being modified to make provision for imple-
mentation of an overall campaign to include mass screening by & simplificed serclo-
gical test, contact tracing, free treatment of syrhilitic petients, inteasification
of propaganda, etc. ‘

The nrogremme wes anproved by the Executive Soard in November 1948 to the extent
of #35,000 for 12,000 vicls of penicillin and $5,LU0 for laboratory equipment.

/Professor Thomas of
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Professor Thomas of WHO visited Hungary before the programme started. He had
consultations with the appropriate authorities on the methods of treatment.

The action was developing satisfactorily. The Government reported that -after the
first .2 months 13,931 serological tests had been made and 76k cases of syphilis as-
certained. Up to the end of June, 982 pregnant women and children had been treated.

Soap provided by UNICEF is being distributed by the Government to expectant
mothers in order to encourage them to report to the dispensaries where full medical
examination is given, including a serological test for syphilis.

In view of the'request of the Hungarian Government that the Mission be withdrawn,
wnd tine consequent decision of the Executive Beard only 4,000 vials of penicillin
1ave been shipped. The major part of the laboratory equipment was delivered before
the discontinuation of the programme and the remainder still outstanding is under
delivery. The total expense for this project is %22,000,

Anti~lalaria and Fly-Control

The dungarian Government submitted in December 1948 a plan for an anti-malaria
;ampaign in 1949 and requested the technical assistance of a WO expert. Professor
dssiroli visited the country in March 1949 and as a result of his visit the plans
Jor the campaign were finalized. Assistance was requested from UNICEF for DDT
sprayers, drugs, laboratery supplies and vehicles to the estimated amount of $76,000.

Three endemic areas were sprayed in the north-eastern and south-western part of
lungary covering a territory of over 7,000 sq. kms, with a population of 500,000,
3tables, sties and the entire indoor surface of all homes were sprayed. In order
o evaluate the cffect of this measure upon the general infant mortality a -
somparative statistical study was made in seven villages of a sprayed area and in
:leven villages of a non-sprayed area. '

The campaign is under the control of the Department of Parasitology of the
Tational Institute of Hygiene with 500 speeial workers in the field, The estimated
sxpenditure of the Hungarian Government was at 1,000,000 Forints.

U-iCEF has supplied most of the requested items to the amount of $76,000 and pre-
timinary observations indicated that the campaign has been very successful.

B Diagnostics

In connection with the BCG campaign and within the framework of the national
plan to combat tuberculosis, Hungary hes been divided into 14 TB regions of 300~
600,0C0 population; each of these regions to have a central TB institute with all
diagnostic facilities and 1 or 2 mobile diagnostic units equipped with mass radio-
fluorographic machines. The plan calls for the screening oi the whole population
every 2 years with the a&im to do this once a year in the future. To carry out this
plan an additional 25 photofluorographic units with spare parts and films are needed.

/The request
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The request for this equipment was submitted to UNICEF in April 1949. The
tentatively estimated cost was $500,000. The plan was sent to WHO for technical
consideration: By the end of May the Government submitted a revised programme
which was also sent to WHO. It was WHO's opinion that while the principle of
assisting Hungary with anti-TB equipment is approved, the actual request could be
technically approved only after further discussions had teken place on the guestion
of the necessary laboratories, personnel, focllow-up and the equipment already
available in the country. It was felt that since the representative of the Ministry
of Welfare (the Vice-liinister of Health) was coming to Rome for the WHO Assembly
this wouid provide the opportunity to discuss the details of the problems involved
in the programme. This discussion took place in June-July in Rome between Dr.
Simonovits of the Ministry of Welfare and Dr. McDougall of WHO, Dr. Borcic was
also present at some of the meetings. WHu stated its position that the application
for a tuberculosis programme for Hungary merited entire positive consideration and
that WHO'!s technical approval was answered in principle. However, certain of the
technical details and the cuestion of the quantity of equipment necessitated a
meeting of technlical people, either on the spot, or in Geneva. Dr. Simonovits
agreed to discuss the m~tter with his sovernment and to inform UNICEF and WHC as. to
when and where such technical discussions could take place. Since July no response
has been received from the Hungarian Government. The question therefore remains
open and no further action has been taken either by WHC or by UilCEF.

In September the UNICEF Mission to Hungary was withdrawn at the reguest of the
Government. The Fxecutive Board subsequently decided to transfer the unspent
balance of funds allocated to Hungary to the general rescrve. The Executive Board
noted that the Hungarian Government was free to apply for new allocations if it so
decided. In December 1949, the fGovernment submitted a new request for medical
programmes which included 49 complete x-ray machines with spare parts, films and 10
tomographs, 40 kilos of streptomycin, 8000 vials of peniciliin of 3 million units
each, and equipment for a virus research laboratory for poliomyelitis and influenza.
This request was submitted to WHO for technical consideration.

A very approximate estimate of this request is about %600,C00.
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ITALY

Streptomycin Programme

The Ministry of Health of the Italian Government held exploratory discussions wit)
#HO wnd UNICEF in September 1949 on the possibilities of 1naugurat1nv a streptomycin
rrogramme for children suffering from tuberculosis,

In Noverber, the first official request was received, The Government had organ-—
ised a fifty bed centre at the University Clinic in Florence directed by Profecsor
Cocehi and wished to begin the prograime as early as possible, The WHO approved the
request for 1,000 grammes a month and procurement and shipment are under way. Sev-—
eral other centres are now being elaborated and further reguests are anticipated in
the very near future, $15,000 have been car-marked to implement this programme,

The Ministry of Health has 1ndlcated its Wloh to participate int he forthcoming
streptor5c1n meetings,

Ant1-VD Demonstration

It has been estimated that there arc a total of one million cases of syphilis in
ITtaly and that the disease is responsible for 70,000 deaths a year, exclusive of
infant mortality, premature birth, etc. The disease, although it decreased between
1938-1945, has increased progressively since that time, The Government has attacked
the problem with various measures including free dispensaries, free treatment of
infected persons in specizl treatment centres and fres distribution of drugs.

In May, 1948 examination for pre-natal syphilis was undertaken in a systematiec
way among women at maternal and infant welfare centres oi the OMNI (Netional Office
for the Protection of licthers and Infants) in Naples, lhis was a small scale de-
aonstration project undertaken by the Italian Government with a small amount of
penicillin supplied by UNICEF, In cases where serological reactions were positive
and where a disgnosis of syphilis was made, pregnant women and children were treated
vith penicillln.

According to a report written by Dr, lonacelll, Director of the "Dermato-syphi-
lologic Clinic! up to the end of June 269 pregnant women were treated comprising
238 with penicillin. therapy and 31 with chemo-therapy. ‘he results of this type
of penicillin therapy were so encouraging, that recquests were made to discuss a
large scale project,

In October 1948, the Italian Government requested assistance from UNICEF and WHO
in the form of penicillin and expert consultation for the purpose of expanding the
demonstration to other Italian towns showing an increase in syphilis.

Following a decision made by the Joint Committee on Health Policy at its meeting
of July 1948 (JCL/FTSE—CI 3/1), the Italian Government's request was transmitted to
the WHO Expert Cormittee on venereal diseases, The latter, at its second meeting
on 25 October 1948 (WHO/VD/12) declared that it was ready to start investigation
in Ttaly in order to study the measures to be taken for the combatting of syphilis
in pregnant mothers and children, On the recommendation of the WHO Gxpert Committee,
an investigation was made, ' ‘

: /During the months
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During the months of November and December, a WHO expert consultant went to Italy
(WHG/VD/14) and, together with the representatives of the Italian health authorities
studied the condltlons in which the proposed programme could be organised. In De-
cember, the Italian Government forwarded a draft plan prepared in ceonsultation with
WHO, for the systematic casefinding and penicillin treabment of apnroximatelJ 15,00C
pregnant women and 30,000 syphilitic children up to the age of 12 years in Rome,
Naples, Pelermo, Catanla and MLss1na.

In February 1949, the Executive Board approved an allocation for this project
amounting to nearly 3&,000 vials of penicillin and $5,000 for essential laboratory
equipment (E/114%4, 18 February, page 11).

 WHO had undertakesn to vrovide personnel for technical adviee, fellowshlps and
literature, The Italian Government was expected to spend over one million dollars
on the programme,

In April 1949, Prof. Thomas of WHO visited Italy and gave a series of lectures
on penicillin treatment in syph1lls.

During June and July 1949, the WHO expert consultant made another visit to Italy
for the purpose of clearly defining the conditions under which the demonstration
wouldbe carried out and to assist with technical organisation and initiation of ‘the
projects, o '

The WHO report (WHC/VD/42) has already been circulated to members of the Medical
Sub-Committce. The major aprroaches of the campaign were:—

‘a) The coordination snd immedinte implementation of the campalign as
described in the above document, :

b) le syutcmat»c serologic’ examinetion of pregnant methers and children.
c) The contact tracing of sources of infection and their treatment.

d) The issuing to serologic laboratories of standard Kahn antigen prepared
by the Inctitute of Scrotherapy in Naples,

e) Zxehan»e of sera between laboratories to assure the uniformity.
f) To ~ssurc the free distributicn of penieillin,

5) Free hospitalisation for the treatrient of nregnant syphilitic women.

The expanded demonstration projecte began in July l9h9‘ih the towns of Rome,
Naples, Falermo, Messina, Catania and Agrigento along the lines worked out by the
Italian Governent and the JhO

Ten thousand vials of pnn¢01111n have boen shipped into Italy for the 1mplempn—
tation of this campaign, The necessary laboratory surplies have also been shipped,
It is cxpected that the WHO consultant will visit Italy early in 1950 to evaluate
results of the campaign and to begin broadening the demonstration arcas. The total
funds at present car-marked are $103,000, ’

- [New Programmes
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Hew Programmes Sl

The Italian Government has for some time been interested in assistance to medical
projects, DBecause of priorities given to e¢ther forms of aid and the limitation of
funds, no positive action could be taken, Recently, the Government: has queried UNEL
snd WHO on the possibility of assistance to meternal and child health centres, Thes:,
‘cent¥esarc primerily in Southern Italy where theé Infant mortality rates are. axcéss-
;vely high-and wheré there is a need for intensifying public health activity,  The "

Government's request indicated that 'if this type of assistance couldbe granted, theﬁ
the details could be worked vut with WHO/UNICEF along the linés recommended by ‘the
W¥HO *vonsultant during a visit in 1949.- Explewabory discussions are centinulng on:
BES proaect and &100 000 have been tumpar!&ily earumarked. o
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The Ministry of Health of the Polish chernment had for some time been issuing
emall emounts of streptomycin to seleotgd hoqﬁitals for the treatment of special
types of tuberculosis. This programiae was ra%her limited because of the small
smount of the drug available. Whan the possidility for assistance from UNICEF SRR
becemé kriown, the Polish Government weleemed the cffer and immediately made plans to = .
sot up main streptomycin centres at the University in Warsaw and a branch sub-centre ' * = .7
in Lodg. One hundred beds were sscured at the 0lin sanatorium for the observation
of convalescents and the control of relapsing caszes. The plan was submitted in
February 1949, and was found by WHO to e in accordance with the recommendations
- of the Expert Committee, and apvroved.

An allocation of 5 kilos of streptomycin monthly was made available to the SR
streptomycin centres. There was, unfortunstely, a winter epidemic in Warsaw in sy
1949, vhich made it necessary to abanden the eriginal plan for Warsaw and establish .
the main centre in Poznan, :

In June, the special consultant for the WHO visited Poland to exchange informe~ ]
tion on the approaches to anti-biotic therapy, to assess the results of the programm
and to dlscuss the organisational problems, He found that there were approximately A
130 children unézr treatment in the main centre in Poznan with diagnosis, in the
- main, of tuberculous meningitis, miliary tuberculosis and primary tuberculosis. =~ .

At the branch centre in the children's clinic at Lodz, there were epproximately T
64 children under treatment with the same general diagnosis. At the children's '
clinic at a small sub-centre, Just ouitgide of Lodz, approximately 60 children wers"
under treatment mostly with primary tuberculosis. The consultant commented favomm— .
ably on the technical aspects of the work being performed. He made several recom-
mendations which were forwarded to the Government by the WHO, The Ministry of
Health decided in July to increasa the number of sub-céntres and to reconstitute
the centre in Warsaw. These plans of operation were submitted at the end of August -
to the WHO vhich approved an increase to 10,000 vials per month on the basis of the
report of their specisl consultant, .

The latest report received indicated that for the months of July, August and
September, 438 children were under constant treatment. In September, the rate of
shipment of the drug had increased and the Government had instituted its plan for
enlargement., Special centres at Krakow, Gdansk and Warsaw are now in operation amd . ...
special sanatoria, for each of these centres, are being utilised for convalescent =~ -~
observations. The Government has indicated that it would like to continue the S UL
programme through. June 1950 and this request has been approved by the WHO. To date -
there have been allocated $75,000 which ensures the continuation of the programme BEESEE M
through April 15th at the rate of 10,000 vials per month in 1960.

UNICEF has shipped 84,000 vials of this drug into Poland. Workers in strepto—

- myein have narticipated in the recent discussions on tuberculosiu which wes held , L
tn.Czeehoslovakia. _ - _ , o , .’;f,_?_,gév
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| Tha Ministry of Health has also indicated its readiness to partfcipate‘in the
forthooming streptomycin conference.

Anti-venersal discase control programme

In Iate 1947, the Polish Gevernment had already been planning an extension and
intensification of its venenreal disesse control sctivities. The Government had beer
invéstigating the extent of the problem snd noted that the problem of venereal
disease wns to receive priority attention beceuse the Ministry had found that there
was a serious recrudescence of Venereal discase as an aftermath of war. Its plans
of onerations and proposals were submitted to UNICWW and WEO. The WHO Expert
Committee in January 1948 noted thatz

The uommittae wishes to exprcss its apwroval of the plan as follows!?
A mass attack on gsychilis on a nation-wide scale with penieillin has,

- to the knowledge of the Committec, 30 fﬂr not been attempted anywhere
i*x the world, )

It is the opinion of the Committes thxt the plan, as presantcd by the
Poligh Ministry of Health, apnears to %e a well-rounded and well-
planned metl.od for the control of syphilis in that country. The prin~
ciples whicli are embodied ir the plan should serve as an effective
means of coubating a similar situation in other countries.'
The plan was anproved by the Medical Sub-Committoe and recommended by the Pro-—
gromme Committee of UNICEF., In September 1948, the Executive Boesrd approved the

plans and the first shinments of penicillin wers made 1nto the country in October.
The mzin elements of the programues conoisted of'

1) Estimation of the extent of the Veneresl Disease problem by surfey techhiques:
2) attack‘on the early 1nfectious individuals; | ‘
3) epedcmiclogic contact tnacing,,caseffinding andnnact treatment follow-ups
4) serologic‘testinn-cf a114bregnént mnthers: - R |
5) - Oernls tion of a network of treatment centres'v
8) wfree trcatment with modern, ranid tedhniques:‘.
'7) health education. .if_'; a |
8)',re~survey of samnle nonulations,‘-
vé) special efforts to be made on behalf of children. .
The whole strlcture aimed at the eradlcation of venereal disease.

The second 7hase of the programme plans mass serolcgic screening, expansion of
treatment facilities for latent cases etc..

/It was estinated that
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It was estimated. that.nearly 40,000 children and pregnant mothers would require
treatment during the mass campaign. The 1aboratoria; would need strengthening and
physicians would have to be trained for the newer approaches in this unprecedented
imaginative campaign. ) .

The Executive Board of UNICEF spproved an alibcation of $384 200 to provide
71,000 vials of penicillin and $25 000 for essential laboratory equipment.- ‘This
amount was later reduced, due to the recd)ustment of penicillin price, to $233,200.
The estimated cost %o the Polish Government in equipment, supnlies and crganisation
was well over five times that allocated by UNIGMF. : : :

The programme has developed since its 1nception at a remarkable level. In its
report on the second session (WHO/VD/IZ) the WHO Expert Committee on Venereal
Disease commented as follows on the progress of the carpaigni® The Expert Committee
expresses its commendation of the progress made since the Polish anti-syphilis plan

was put into operation at the beginning of the year. The treatment of 43,000 cases
of gyphilis and 27,000 cases of gonorhea represents a public health achievement."
In his report to the Medical Sub-Committee on 30 May 1949, Dr, Guthe of WHO noted
that up to that time 30,000 mothers end children had been treated for venereal
disease, He stressed the imprrtance of the growing conviction among Polish medical
workers that penicillin alone in the treatment of pre-natal and congenital syphilis
1s the treatment of choice, ,

Commenting on the report of the results qbtained during the campaign, Dr. Guthe
expressed his conviction that Folandy on the overall programme, had done a most out-
standing job; training of medical and paramedical persocnnel having been a key factor
of the success of the campaign., By the end of May, there were 13 provincial veneres
disease control centres, 275 county centres, 32 municipal centres, 10 stations.
Almost 3,000 hospital beds are set aside for venereal disgease patients, five hundred
and sevenxy three physiclans are engaged in the programme.

In a further communication from WHQ in June 1949, it was stressed that the health
education and meifcal education of both physicians and public health nurses was
proceding extremety well. It lnoked likely that the goal of 2,000,000 people
serologically screened was well within reach. It was noted that a dovnward trend in
the incidence of fresh syphilis was apparent after less than one yesr of the campalg:
The WHO urged that the programme be given every pessible assistance.

By the end of June, 71,000 vials of penicillin had been delivered to Poland. At
that time, the WHO had recommended that in order to continue the campeign for -
UNICEF beneficiaries in 1949, 15,700 more vials of penicillin would be needed. In
August, the Government pointed out that no more venicillin was available and re- ;
quested urgently that further shipments.be made. Immediate steps were taken to send
in the required gquantity of 15,700 vials. To date the Poligh Government has receive(
86,700 vials of penicillin, The Executive Board, at its last session, reallocated
unspent balances in the anti-venereal disease funds and the cost of the 15,700 vials
was charged to the country's unprogrammed balance. The Government has reported that
in the first quarter 1949, 7,000 mothers and children were treated and more than
5,000 in the second cuarter of 1949. Reports have been recuested evaluating the
programme for the remainder of 1949 but none has been received at the time of
writing. . ;

-/The.laboratory

-
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The laboratory supplies requestet- under the $264000 allocation have slmest.
completely been shipned and sre-now being utilised,. WHQ;. in September 1949, stresse
the importance of the provision of larger ampunts of laboratory supplies. The Gover
ment had requested, and-the WHO supported, that further laboratory supplies be grant.
ed from the special allocation t6 make more effective the .serologic follow-up
necesssry after penicillin therapy. The Executive Board d:cisicn did not provide
an allecation of funds for this request, Fecessary funds are now being made}avail—
~ able out of the. unprogrammedﬁbalance. ; e . R

The Government nad informed UNICEF, in September 1949, that a venereal diaease
Regearch Institute was being organised, in' conjunction with the mass. campaign, to
carry out résearch in thé clinical and pudlic health aspects of venereal disease
problems. The Institute would further Be used as & training centre for venereal dis
ease control personnel in’co-operation with WHO,- In September 1949, 6 countries
_had sent medical officers to Poland for epecial training. A much larger programme
of training for Eastern Europe is envisaged early this year in co-operation with WHC
The entire Institute plan was developed with WHQ participation and is actively
supported. A sum of’ $20, 000 18 being earmarked frnm unprogrammed balance to. 1mple—
ment this nrogramme.-» “

Mater 4. Child Health Pr

In June 1949,' the Polish Government submitted plans for an overall attack on
infant mortality and the protection of the health of mothers. The detailed plans
were submitted to the members of the Medical Sub-Committesz as part of the.working
paper on medical nrojects. The main elements of the projects involved.,

a) the establishment of a special dspartment ‘under *he Ministry of Health.
coordinating all maternal and child health services: o

bd) the expansien and organisation of ohild healﬁh services with special con~
centration in rural and sem&~rufal aress for special infant, pre-school and
school health services; , , g ,

)" the eoordination- oanervices with other.adpecta of‘general public'health
'”"programmes' Vo N

d): the training of medical and para~medical nersonnel in all aspects of

“““‘maternal and child health. = . E - o i »:

The detailed plans of the- government are conta&ned in the documents cited above
and in the document submitted to the Programme Committee and, Bxecutive Board. :
(E/ICEF/W 83), It should bé emphasized that the effort in pusting these pléns inso
cperation constitutes a major task on the part of the Polish Government, The speci-
fic areas in which UNICEJ was asked to assiet were a) Equipment for vaccine produc~

“tiohy b) equipment for a'National Institute ¢f Mother and Child; c) branspo;tation
fbr rural maternal and child health teama, ‘

P

Under a) the Govarnment uroocsed %0 extand the facilities of - the
“Fetionsl Instdtuter ¢f Hyglene and. to increase the capacity. to pro— )
duca espostally: diphtheria and pentussis. toxoidss - They pointed. Oﬂdkf :

LS A
o

Jthis s ém;gj .
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this is essential if the éxpanded -vaccination programmes are 4e:bes - . : 5

o implemented. The cost of this r2quest*is approximately $20 OOO Sl 7#z4~ v

Undet b), the National Institute of , Mother and. Ohild is intended
primarily as a treining cehtre in elinical and: preventive services., -
It will slso serve as an experimental centre in .preventive and -
social pediatrics, coordinate.research services throughout the
country and act as a centre for health education, Detailed plans

. accompanying the request, pointed out that while 1t would not be

.- pbssible to-erect the necessary bulldings until 1950, - that meny of -

" the services will be concentrated in egisting teaching 1nsta11at1ons B
in‘Warsaw. Due- tothe limitatiens. of UNICEF funds, the Government

- 1imited its request’ at that time.top setting up a demonstration and

© - teaching seetion in the f£i8ld of care of premsture infant. -This -
request involves equipment for imcubater care, modern ressuscitation :

“equipment, -diagnostic and therapeutic supplies. - This service will
‘be - used 10 train nursing personnel ms well as physicians in the .

- organisation and care of prematures, The cost of this reguest to ; S
UNICEF is'catimated at $37,000. It was hoped at that time thet as S e
further funds became aveilahle that other sections of the Institute
could be assisted with supplies,

. Under c), the Government was aware of the problem of the acute
© shortsge of medical personnel due primarily to losses incurred
. ‘during the war. While the Polish Government is doing its utmosh
to speed medical and nursing education, it is imperative to find.
an immediate solution to the provision of services for rural aresas,
- To this purpose, it is planned to set up 260 county centres, up to. .
March 1950, in vhich are located 3,000 communes and 26 4,000 villages.
. Bach area of 80,000 people will have a general health centre with
" & special maternal and child health séction. Teems from these - -k
- ceptres will make regular visits to emall rural -stati ons to con~ o L
4_'&uct pre—natal infant and well~baby clinics. J - L

In order to make this plan teasible, the Governmant has allocated funds and haﬂ
begun training personnel. UNICEF is requested to provide ‘the nece&sary transpor-
tation for the bobile teams, The sum earmarked for this request was $500 OOO.

In view of the extent and importance of the above programmea. the WHO requested
that a representative of ‘the Government come to Paris or Geneve to discuss the -
prdgramme, Accordingly, the representative of the Poliah Government arrived: in’
August, at which time, technical discussions took place in Geneva and Paris. with

“the releVant sections of WHO. On the basis of these discussions. a document vaﬁ
"submdtted to UNIGEF and WEO clarifying several aspects of the problems. s

WHO after careful consideration of the problem, gave its aporoval in principlo, ,
to the projects, The WHQ noted, however, that while the plan was very comprahanw» c
sive, 1t would teke many years to complete, If, however, sufficient staff could <
be trainsd over the years, i% was noted, the benefit to mothers and children would .
be enormous. . In regard te the transportation for health teams, the WHO appreciated
© 4he tmpnrﬁance of this type-ot asststancs. but fslt ‘that” it could take‘na :asponlﬁn

/bility for appruv&ug‘ R ‘7‘”Q’

R )
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bi1i8y for upproving this type of purchase and asked UNICEF to take full responsi~
bility for approval of transportation equipment. The WHO gave.its spproval to the
National Institute and the wvaccine production request and indicated its desire to be
of assistance in any way possible. The WHO stressed its readiness to help promote
the rural maternal ond child health plan end to give any assistance requested by
the Polish Government.

The request of the Polish Government for transportation equinment was submitted
to the Programmne Committee and the Executive Board. The Executive Board, at its
November msetirig, approved the provision of transportation for the type of programme

~outlined by the Polish Government. Procurement is under way for 250 cars of which.

25 have already been shipped. The Government has informed UNICEF that 70 centres
of the type planned are alrsady in operation awaiting transportation.

The Netional Institute has been organised and the funds allocated by the Govern~
ment. The building and physicael plant for the premature section has been set up.
UNICEF ig procuring the necessary supplies for this unit, As further funds became
available, the Government requested that equipment for the nutrition, cardiologic
and x~ray sections of the Institute be procured by UNICEF. The WHO aporoved this

réquest and a supplementary $100,000 have been earmarked from unprogrammed belances.
Procurement has now been initiated.

The supnlies for the increase in vaccine preduction are also under procurement.

The total funds, therefore, for all apnroved Maternal and Child Health projecta
is approximately $658,000,

Ant ghTuberculosis ngg igg

In June 1949, the Polish Government sent to UNICEF its plans %o enlaxge the
scope of prevennive service in tuberculosis as =z logical supplementation %0 the
successful camoaign with BCG, ‘

The mass campaign with BCG will have reached nearly 5 million children by the . -
end of 1949:; Concommitantly, the planning and organieation of follow up services
against tuberculosis have been proceding. : : .

The Government'!s plan was submitted as part of the working papers to the
Medical Sub-Committee at its meeting held in July, 1949.

- The request was submitted to the WHO for their congtderation, WHO recorded
their desire to discuss the details of the programme with the representatives of

_the ‘Polish- Government. A representative of the Ministry of Health arrived in Geneva
“4n August and participated in detailed discussions with the WHO on all phases of.

the programme.

At the end of the discussions, the Polish representative amplified and clarified
certain technical asvects of the proposed anti~tuberculesis programme. The statemen
noted that the goal of the programme would be a total positive preventive programme
including mass detection of early tuberculosis, x-ray follow-up, laboratory control,
early treatment utllisation of ambulatory methods, isolation and the continuation

/of the BCG
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of the BCG progranmine, - In order:to. implement 4Yhese 6bjectives, many activities-
were being- undertaken.= Among the prierity.problems is:.the establishment of 317_

county health centres.with an adequate staff,;, x-ray facllitles, laboratory supplies

for diagnostic work:and a car for case~finding and mobility of vpersonnel. The Gove:
ment - noted that it has been and is training physiclans, nurses, X-ray technicians
and enginecers for the staffing of these centres. Because of the extent of the
problem, the Polish representative reported that the Government wished to attack all
fronts simultaneously. in a-sustained effort and gave the problem & high priority.

A large majority of ‘the equipment and suppliee would be furnished by the Polish.
Gevernment., UNICEF was asked to supplement the Government's effort with z~ray disg-
nostic équipment for 140 centres. The cost.of this equipment, including spare part:
is estimated at $450,000. - : : . : : L

The Governménflaléo requested that aﬁpplies be given for éxpanding the‘diagnostit
lsboratories of the streptomycin centres, -This request was thoroughly discussed wil
the. WHO strentomycin consultant during his visit to Poland and was estimate& at
$10, OOO

Finally, the Government requested that consideration be given to strengtheningv

.the diagnogtic and therapeutic services of five teaching hospitals with bronchoscopi

ingtruments. These instruments were to be used as part of a. training’programme.
The estimated cost was placed at $15, 000.

The WHO, on 14 Sentember 1949, replied anproving the requests for diagnostic
equipment and for laboratory supplies for the streptomycin centres. The WHO made
certain observations on the question of x-rey eguipment, .The Organisation noted
its agreement that the plan was very comprehensive and agreed that to carry it out,
radiographic equipment should be available in the centres. The Organisation painte¢
out, however, that the magnitude of the task, especially in regard to the training
of technical and nursing personnel is great. Moreover, there would appear to be
certain limitat.ons to the effectiveness of the programme in that no mention is
made of an adequate laboratory service to be associated with the X-ray dlagnostic.
service., In the view of WHO, unless personnel and leboratory services were certain
to be available, there would be no object to increasing the radiologic resources to
the extent desired by -the Polish Government: Also, it was further noted, that-
parallel pregress in laboratory facilities for. diagnostic purposes should be. made,
i1f the best use of x—ray facilities are to be undertaken. There would be an enormou
load no% only on the laboratery facilities, bdut also on treatment centres, with the
kind of programme outlined.. In addition, the problem.of maintaining and servicing
the installations would in itself be enormous. Finelly, the increased personnel ané
facil1ties needed to diagnasé and care for !cpen. cases' represents a terrific task.

In view of all these consi&erations, the WHO believed that, the Polish Gﬁvernn E
ment's programme as outlined was good though not complete. ‘It noted that the Polish
representative was aware of these facts and stated that adeguate provision was
being made to meet all the points reised. WHO sgreed to request for additional
x~Tay apparatus provided that the Folish Government is prepered to bulii up-a .
thorough laboratory service which is an integral part of any x-ray eervice including
a well-developed plan of open cases. WHO also noted its readiness to assist with

-:personnel the promoticn of new units and the training of personnel.,

/The Umm, at the
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The UNICER, at the end of September, requested from the WHO a classification of
1ts position and specifically vwhether WHO approved the provision of the x-ray equip
ment. The WHO replied, on 'the Sth of October, that since the Polish Government hed
assured the WHO that the ¢ollateral services referred to in the original communi-
cation woild be supplied by the Government, that the WHO would fully approve the
total additional z-ray equipment regquested by the Polish Government. It also noted
that it would-be glad to c¢o~operate with the Government in the implemertation of
the excellent plan set eut by the tuberculosis experts in Poland. The WHO again
reiterated its willingness to send, at the requeet of the Government, an x-ray
engineer and a consultant in laboratory techniques t6 =sssist in promotion of new
units and the training of personnel.

On the basis of these decisions, UNICEF is going forward with the procurement
of the requested supplies, The amount which has been carmarked is $450,000 for
x~ray equipment, $15,000 for disgnostic equipment and, $10,000 for laboratory
supplies for follow~up of streptomycin treated patients., The WHO also sent an
x-ray engineer to UNICEF in order to facilitate the technical aspects of the prob-
lem of procurement.

The Government has been informed of the ramction of WHO specially stressing the
importance of the laboratory facilities and personnel. The Government has also
been informed of the desire of WHO to give every possible assistance to help
implement the programme.

v QETD S

The Government's interest in medical programmes has been sustained since the
early days of the Funds operation. Because of the limitation of funds, meny pro-
Jects had to be dropned. As funds are now becoming available, and in accordance
with the recommendsations of the Expert Committees of the WHO, the Government has
requested assistance in various projects listed belowd

1) A programme designed to expand and improve sch001 health services was pre~
sented by the Polish Government, Toward this end, supplies and equipmeant were
requested in order to utilise para-medical personnel in screening examinations
in schools. The request was approved by the WHO and procurement is going
forward to the extent of $110,000, ,

2) Equipment and supplies have been‘requested to produce vitamin D2 on a limited
basis, The WHO approved this request which is programmed at $3,000.

3) The Polish Government is now &1stributing'fresh and powdered milk to health

stations for infant feeding, The storage of the milk has become a serious probe -

lem, The Government requested refrigerstion equipment in order to be able to
adequately store the milk at existing feeding points. The request is pro-
grammed at $50,000 and designed to assist only the largest milk distribution
points for'infants. This request was approved by UNICEF and procurement -is
going forward,

J4) Several other
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4) Sevezgl;gsher_requestaeaxeﬁat;g#eﬁent~underydtscuebton.. Thése relaté to- . . )
supplies. for control of malaria and fly-borns diseage; mobile dental ‘units .-~

for rural sregs, vitamins fer digtridution-to.well baby clinics and further - e
: equipment -for vaccine production. .Beesuse of :the limitation of funds, these = -~
. requests are belng held: in abeyence pending the determinstion of priorities-

ard -discussions of technical aspects of the programmes with the Government.- -
g.Thq WHO- has ‘already given approval to the requests for vitamin ©, supplies. =~ -
" for comtrol of malaris and fly~borme ‘disesse and mobile dental units as being

in accordance with: the princtyles nf the Expert Committee On Maternal and
cmld Heanh. e ‘ ‘ . .

'}
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SUMMARY OF PROGRAMMES NOW GIVEN ASSISTANCE OR UNDER DISCUSSION - PQLAND

Funds . . Under

. Flans of . comaitted - Under .  Suppliss technical
Prog ramme operations - WHO or Procurement shipped discussion
, received  Approvel  earmarked (approx.) (approx.)  (approx.)
Anti-v.D. - June 1948 Aug 1948 , 323,2004 23,000 ., 300,200 - -
Streptomycin Feb 1949 Feb 1949 75,000 . 15,000 | 60,000 - :
Tuberculosis June 19,9  Sept 1949 475,000 1,70, 00044 5,000 - :
Diagnostic _ . o
Materral and June 1949  Lept 1949 658,000 583, 000444 75,000 -
Child Health ’
New Programmes o
Viteanin 2 Pro- Oct 1949 Nov 1949 3,000 3,000
duction .
Refrigerators v - - 50,000 50,000
School Health A Nov 1949 110,000 110,000
(Anti-Insect ) " Dee 1949
(Vitemins ) " Nov 1949 : :
(*"obile Tental) " Nov 1949 50,000 . » 50,000
TOTAL , $1,744,200 1,254,000 4 440,200 . 50,000

4 Includes 205QCO from special allocation, (45,000 for wenicillin, 25,000 for laboratory .
equinment snd 320,000 for V.D. Institute anc special training supplies. S

£ lecision on bulk of equipment to ve mede this week and shipments begin in Jenuary.
£44 Fulk of funds in trensvert equipment.

B
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1 : S
Streptomycin

In December 1948 the Romanian Gevernment had submitted a plan for a lurge
centre in Bucarest of 75 beds in the newly crcated Central Institute of Phthysico-
logy and 2 sub-centres ot Cluj and Iassy. The programse was gradually expanied to
2 cther sub-centres in Bucarest and 2 in cthgr parts of th' cecuntry. The Govern—
ment is sunplementing the quantities previded by UNICET with streptomycin supplied
from its owh limited rescurces. L gpecial ccmmissicn to regulate the distribubtion
of streptomycin was sct up.

Plons of operation w e approved by the WHO and an all ocatlﬂn was made to guar-
antee the shipment of 5 lcs pew mvnuh for this pregremme. The progremme started

on February 1, 1249. Tﬂe Government had been graduclly amplifying the programme
with-ncre heds in sub-centres in crder to ensure svailability of beds to chilldrens
Reports indicate tha’t 316 patients were under treatment up to the end of June, In
June 1949 the Government requestod on increase in the amount of streptomyein to
10 kilos per moenth wiich hes been approved by BIO cnd this on]arged progromme was
scheduled tu begin in Decenber. 4 further request was recently received for arx
increase of tie nmonthly allccation, to provide for an increase of beds in © new
sub-centres, amcunting tc a total of 831 for Romenia. Due to the withdrawal of the
UHICEF M’o)lol and. tho conseguent sqlpmunts to Romenie the approved quantity of 10
xilos per month was reduced to the original 5 kilcs per month. In accerdence with
the decisions of the Programme Couvuittec this quentibty will continue to be shipped
into Romenia until June 30, 1950, in order to ensurc the continuaticn of the treat-
mentof all coses admitted and te provide for eventual relapses.

of

w0

The total progremme from February *, 1948, until June 1,60 calls for 90 kilc
streptomycin ot an esctimated cosgt of $55,000. By the eid p? 1548 up te 85 kiles
were edipped to Remonis. The bulance oi 5 wllos will be gent in during Jamary.

In all steges qf T)ﬁg programne the authorities have expressed their high appre-
ciztion for the assi-tance given.

Anti-Maloyia and Fly Control

'

The Row “lﬁp Government stoted thet malaric is 2 serious health problem with
its chial and econuinlcal implicaticns. Morbidity varies from year to year and
From region to region, with parasite index in pre-epidenic geascn up to 38%.

Halaric control started in 1946-47, at thet time limited cnly to areas where
morvidity wasg over 504, In 1948, an anti-moleris networl composed of 42 centres
anu stations carriec cut a larger campuizn of diegnesis, trestment and desrtnophi-
lisation. 320,000 cases wer: spotted which represented mere thon 50% of the
egtimated cases in Romunia. 240 lecalitles were desenophilized. This resulted in
an aprreciable reduction in melardia wmorbicity and concommittently in infant mortali.
ty. ‘

Accorcing to the project, the nwiber of centres in 1949 is teo be increased to
70 anc the plan is te find infected cases and previde them with treatment,

.

/Prolhylactlc mecsures
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Pronhylactlc measures will be extended to 400,000 pregnant mothers and children
under 5 in the malaria zcnes. Desdnophlllz@tlon w1ll be carried cut in at least
500 localities and particular ettention will also be peld to destroying ilies in
order to reducc the gastro-intestinel infections which will result in. decrease of
infant mortulity. . : Y

For the implementation of the campaign for 1“49, the Government has requested
UNICEF in Decpnber, 1948, to assist thew with equipment, DDT, transportation and .
drugs anmcunting to a total value of §$179,000.

In iderch 1949, the Government redquested an edditional 40 tens of DDT as it felt
confident that, with the orgeniszatiobal structure availeble, it wolld be possible
to cover & greater area than was earlier envisaged. This request was followed witl
& more detuiled statesent on the 27 aress to be gprayed, the methed to be uged anu
the crg¢anutlonal set-up for tna diffecent ab\euts of the campalgn.

AftLI L{QTOVul for the 1949 pﬁ Eramne Was racelvag from WHO, procurement was
effected. The most esscntial supplies reached the ccuntry with a slight Celay.

Aftor the preparatory work was finishea, the campaign started in early April
end was in full swing by the month of Huy. The sﬁrufing cempeizgn was completed
accorcing to programae in August and has been ¢onsidered as very successful,
Besides DDT, the Romenian health authorities heve used home-procuced Gemexan for
spraying. Our Missicn has reported strikimg ciffercnces in incidence of malaria
between v1l;wgcs which had ben syrayed and these where no residual spraylng nad
been carried cut, The inhabitants of the malaricl areas huve expressed their
gratitude and satisfacticn of tdb rezults of thie campeign, Detailed maps avails
able at lccal health centreb, whica were scen by our ficlé worier, indicated that
the population living in the poorer sectivns of towns and villages are mostly ex
posed to the disease. HNo iln“l report nas yet been received from the Government.

In addition to typical malaricl zones, fly contrel was programmcd in over 20
larger towns. Six wnd one helf tons of DDT were released for spraying primarily
mariets, restaurants, food stores and other permonent rescrvoirs of flies during
the hst SeaSCN. : :

Anti—Diphtheria Campeipn

The anti-diphtheria and aenti-scarlet fever vaccinaticn during the war years
19421946 has been carried cut only sporadicelly in isolated cases, withcut cocrdi-
nzued plan and without any possibility of  controlling the results. The lack of
perscnacl during the war and immeciate postwar perdod ent the impossibility for
the Contdcuzine Institute to prepare the necessary quantity of unatoxine have
hindered vaccination. As the incidence of diphtheria has increased considerably
anG token epidemic formg, the Romcnian Government was planning & large veccination
campeign for the spring and cutumn of 1949, The quantity of vaccine procuced in
the ccuntry wes not sufficient to carr,y out o campsign which was tc include all -
children who, due tc the wer, have nct becn vaccinated. The Romanian health
authorities huve, therefore, requestod UNICEF to supply the necessary quantities
of toxcids and anti-diphtheric serum necessary for an OVLP“LI caMQulgn. The
totel velue of thls pregramse was 57,000, :

/The toxoid supplied




- The toxoid supplied by ‘UNICEF was planned tc be used in Moldavia and part of
Yalachia in a spring campaign, whereas the locally prodqud vaccine was tc be
appliau to all other regions in- auturnf
‘ ihg Governnent has informed our iission that, due to the late arrivil of the "
e cc1ne, the original plaa had to be altered and antitoxin supplied hy UNICEF will
be used i'or the campalgn in autemn, I3 wears that the campaign has becn fully
carriyd tut though we have not-Peceived a ny fin&L rep01t

L

Ag§1~T3 Cumpalgn

R &Anlu was one of the few countrles where the BCG vaccination was practiced
J’extenwlvcly. Up to 1947 a toteliof about one miliién persons were vo ccinated.
“8ince 1948 the cawpaign was imténcified and the method, of waccincticn limited al—‘

most exclusively to the multijunctiure ty-c. It was for the reascn of retaining
this method that tae Government could not participate in the JO¢nt Enteryrise BCG
~Schemes  The Government had, b*'Lvﬂr,'exire*vea its Will1ngne 5 to cuuperate in
thig internetionnl schene by. g

‘L) estocblishing a pllct station for BCG in Bucarevt f or exnerimental
cov. studies with 1ntraabrmul nuthods,

+2)  using the same kind of - tuburculln.

~

~3)‘.endeakur1ng to uge tnt u&“h type uf reccrd c “ds

4) exchanging iInformation on vrvgre s made and rbuUltb ‘wvotuined.

The campaign was to extend tmv“ ml*llun vac01natad cilldren in 1949 -and to
2 million in 1930. R -

For: this campaign the Government reguested: a531st;nCQ in aSyarurlne, syrlnges,
negdles and vehicles. The Helical Sub-Comaitfee expressed its opinion to the
effgct thet, although the Rowwniz . Governuent cuuld nct be included in ‘the Joint
Enterpeice campaigns, due to the decision for a uniform method of ap Hllcatlon the
effort is certainly worth whlle enc it iz recommended to grant the Govcrnment the
supplies requected. The supplies and vehicles amcunting tc a total value of $4157%
were procured and were dellvered 1n tne course of the flrst nalf of 1949.

Pella*ra

AL

4s-a result of a very sericus famine conditisn in 794) to 1947 and bbcauue of
> the exeggerated deficicnciss in diet this disecase has DeCubb very widespreud,” es~)
peciully in Moldevia zlong the Prut. PiVbr. Both hail and drought had pleyed havdd

with ereps during every season. “u; : . .1 bhree fﬁurb, with the result thet

not only was there a coortage of éiwll ceviais, but al - of the foods containing
pelldgro-prevention factérs. Early in 1948, ‘an unusually h1 ‘n number of Teuple’ _
were affected with pellagra, estimated to-ap: r>x1mately 206,090 cascs of Whlch o
90,000 rwerc chllnren bhquEﬂ tns age b; 0-18, o

S

Tc 1mprove the diet -f the people in tois regicn, the Government has cpened a

/lergs number of ' ', ' 7%1
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large muber of contoens which provided supplementory meals and niacin to the |
affeeted populaticn. At the request of the Romeniun Governument, UNICEF has under-
tallen to provide milk, fats rnd ment as o further supplement to mothers end chil-
dren.  On recommendotisn of Dr. Lets g (“AO) 42 tons of yezst food (tortula utild
heve been rovided by UNICEF as an ”du1t¢>nxl rich source of the vitemin B comple
to supplement tiis Giet and 800 kilos of nicotinic acid for treatment.

in wlgn was financed oul of a speclal allucation theu by tue Dvard for tb
S sramie and for thoe agsictauce of especially needy chilCren.
"

T compeign sterted in June 1948 ané, prior to its initizticon, a census onthe
clligre cunes wus tokan vhich reglstere! /9,933 cases, Further investigations
brougit lhds fdgure to 112,973 an per 1 July. In the campeign, 1,240 d:ctore have
porticinbed im the detecticn i the disease, The morbidity degree voried from 5§
te 40% sccording to differcnt digtricts. '

o]

-

Mcbiie dispencries have boon workine in the £icld, wngaged in truining perss nnel
detoctivr and treatumeant of cascs and @ning investigations cspecinlly in the soccial
asyect o the Cisease during the ca“pulﬂn. Tn aadition to the 2 pellagro hO&Olt&lS
with 150 bdide, tne rural general hoppiials reserved 10 to 15 beds for pollagr
cases. -

Fer the evidence end follow-up of individusls andé femilies, cards were filled ir

anc the extensicn of tae discese and the degree of endenicity were registercd.

Such on exuensive compalgn was conducted for the first time and eined at the de-
tecticn, treatuent, hospitelizsaticn, enc crganization of centres and at the per-
mancnt ecucabion for an improveient in the diet., 338 cautecns in 38 districts tock
core of 24,772 pellogra cases. The greatest number of cunbeens woere in Jauberita,
Iosi, Tecuel, Tutove, Covuclul and Velea, Some of the cantcens remained cpen untdi
the end of Sepbeuber, while sthers, whero stick permitted, kept on until Deceiber.
20,000 posters aud 10,000 bouklets were dictributed popularizing knowledge of the
dluvubu Jana ite arevention. The nicotinic acid which was roceived towards the end
of JLCUMLwF aad been made Up inte 4 millicn vableds and distributed in 34 distric
te oo totel of 130,000 persons. It was uscd for trestuent and for prevention of

he tisczco. The tortule utilis arsived teo late be bo used in the 1948 campaign,

The Govermuent hae stated thot it will not regquect further asgsistance in that cam-
prign for ¢G47 as pellagrs wes no longer such cu tevbe pp.blea cnd will be Cenlt
witii by the Governaent in cee rdonce vwith thelr l.,,-nO ter nealtl solicy. The total
expenss Dar this progreamae amouated t- §47,000.

wew Boguesths

In Soveuber 1749 the Governmont ~u3mltEeQ new requests for assistance ins

1) Eguipment for tho now Hoslit"L Centre in comnection with the "Instibute
of Seintiific Rosvreh for Mother and Child Welfare" compriting o )O~bg~ premature
unib, w 50-bued newbora unit uhd a 100-bed children's nlt (i-3 yeurs), a unit for

redicl oy and wn; sic-therapy, o uili «itchen, luborateries {(bactericlogical,
phiysiologicel, bischenmical, chemical and nethelogicel), mochinicaa leundry end 6
vehicles.

(=3

?) DDT laboratcry supplies, venicles and drugs for melaria campaign in 1950.

/3) couipment, x-rey mechine
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3) equipment, X-ray nachine, etc. for:

2) TP senatoriun for suall Cullﬂrbn,

b)  one sanatorium ior ::tecmarticular TB (50 beds),
2) 10 TB dispensaries, v ‘ ¢
&) 5 mebile tewus
4) . cquipment for the intent QUL““IJ section in tiie State Hospitzl No,4 in
Sibkia. '
£5)  Eguipment for 20 dentol clinies for school children.
6) -G tons of Eled:n "Hestle" Yor children with gastro-intestinzl distur—
. bances. ' '
7)  Penicillin, syriuges, HLLQLQM, e A\VLIC iaborat.rics and lO trucks for
_antlsyph111° campeign for cbout 60,000 pregnunt weien, nursing mcthers and children
anc Tor 40,000 contagisus cases.
- Prelimincry discucsions with WO were conducted in December but further ju stifi
cativn urc elodoration cf ind'vidu&l projects anpenred to be necesgar
SUMAARY OF P &uum S5W GIVEN ASSISTANCE OR UNDER
__DISCULE N _ » '
g Programie - “Plans of - WHO Funés Under Suppligs Under.f
- ‘ Operations commlted Procure- shipped technical
‘ Leceived _ ’ or ment (approx.) discussicn
curnaried.(approx.) c{EumTox.).
StrepboxYCJn - Decewber - Suin, 1948 $55,000 - £55,000 .-
fnleria n Feb. 1949 . 180,000 7,000 172,000 - 1,000%
Yiphtheria - HNev. 1948 Nowv. L1848 57,000 - 57,000 -
B-DCG . Nove 1948 Jan. 1949 41,300 - 41,300 -
‘ellggru iug. 1547 Fi0 , 47,006 - 47,000 ™
lew Progrommes  Nov. 1949 - 850,000 - - 850,000
0T4LS 1,230,30C 7,000 372,300 851,000

 fFunacs carmoarzed for followships. No uFDleutiJﬁ received.
FDlscucelong Suspeaded cue to the decisiones of the Executive Board.
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YUGOSTAVIA

Strgptomvdin Programme

After the Executive Board of UNICEF had approved the principle of providing
streplonycin, a request was received from the Yugoslev Government for evsistance
in developing such a programme, The health anthorities noted their willingness to
accent the recommendations of the Expert Committee on streptomycin and to establish
centres to implement the programme,

The Yugoslav Government plan envisaged 70 beds in Belgrede and 75 in various sub~
centres throughout the Federal Republiecs, A streptomycin committee was formed which
included the chiefs of the larger centres, with s task to give scientific gnidance
end evaluation of the progremme, Detailed instructions were sent to all centres
concerning the use of the drug, After the vieit of a WHO Iiaison Officer, and sub-
mission to WEHO, the programue was apnroved for implementation,

In January, the first shipment of streptomycin to Tugoslavia was effected and
since a regular flow of 5 kilos monthly wase sent to the country. In May, the
Government requested an increase im sllocation of the streptomycin to 10 kilos a
month, The plan envisaged en increags in the nuwbey of beds to 300 in Tugoslavia,
It was thought adviseble at the same time Lo inoyease the number of centres, owing
to the difficult communications and the nesessity to ensure earliest hospitalization
of the cases after a diagnosis was made, The surprisingly high number of young =
persons suffering from primery T3 and the high number of young children with tub—
ercular moningitis and generalised tuberculosis made such an increase in the al-—
location very desirable, The WHD approved this request on the basis of the Govern—
ment request and since July, 10 kilos were shipped monthly into the. country.

Dr, Wissler of WHO visted Yugoslavia in July and found the general mansgement
of the programme satisfactery. He noted that the conditions wnder which the work
was being carried on was very far from favourable. There were, he felt, insuf-
fleclent doctors, nursing staff, a shortage of beds and a lack of necessitles such
as x-ray films, ‘oe.:klinb etc, This report has been submitted in extense to the
Medical SuD'-Committee a.nd to the Yugoslav Government workers, The Goverument has
now requested a continuation of the supply of streptomycin for the first six months
of 1950 and this request was supnorte«i by WHO and is being implemented by UNIGBF

The first treatment record for the 5 months up to the end of May indicated.that
the number of children under trsatment ®as incressed from the initial figure of 56
in early January to 154 at the end of May, A total of 391 children were under
treatment during that period, Further reports are expected to be presented. gt the
streptomycin meeting to be held. in “«‘ebruary 1950,

In Octobsr the Governnent requesteci x--"ay films for scientific followup of
‘tubercular children treated with UNIOEW straptomycin, based on Dr. Wissler's re—
commendation. WD's approval was secured and procurement. initiated,

/The funds earmarked
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The funds earmrked through June 1850.are $85,000. This amount should be suf-
ficient to carry the progremme through June 1950, and to ensure sufficient strep-
tomycin for continuation of treatment of ralaysing cases after that dats, To date,
the country has received 80 kilos of streptomycin and 30 kilos will be shipped.
dm'ing this month for the period of Janvary through March,

It 15 hoped. tha.t after June 1950 the government will be able from its own re~
gources. to continue the programme, Otbsrwise outside asgistance must be found,

.Ant 1—-VD Progrme N

The Tugoslav Government ha,s Warmly welcomed the UNICEF offer to assist in a

national campalgn since they were aware of the seriousness and extent of the
venereal disease problem they were facing, Preparations were made by the Govern—
ment to exnand venereal disease services much before UNICEF!s assistance was
possible, The lack of equipment end nen—availability of penicillin with the com~
sequent necessity to treat syphilis with Arsenic and Biemuth a.lone, diminished the
chances for a. 1arge-—acale successftﬂ. programme. . -

The VD situstion in Y’ugoslavia is divided into two main epidemiologic problema
i.,e,, endenic syphilis which is transmitted, by and large, extra—~genitally, and
sporadic syphilis or sexually transmitted eyphilis. The former, which represent:
the greater problem is concentrated mainly in the Repu;blic of Bosnia and Hercogo—~'
vina and adjacent districts of Serbis where it is estimated that about 100,000 -
people were afflicted, In certain villages the percentage of afflicted persons

. Tuns to 5060 per cemt of the population, It was ascertained that 68% of new ip-,.

fections occurred among mothers amd children; the infeetion of pregnant mothers.
resulting in high infant mortality. 'Up to 1941, 57,000 omses of endemic syphilis
were registered with an increase during the war years of apnroximately 43,000,
There is no comparable pre-war data regerding sporadic syphilis, but on the basls
of 20,000 fresh infections in 1947, 1t is eStimated thet during the war 104 000

' persons contracted syphilis.

UNICEF has 'been requested to supply, besid.es the most necessary 1abora,tory :
equipment, penicillin for the treatment of 78,000 cases, of which some 53,000 are

“mothers and children under 18 in the endemic araas €,037 cases of spora,clic syphil:

in ‘expectant mothers and 1,200 cases of congenital syphilis. The plan was worked
out in closest cooperation with, and actively supported by WHD, The Executive

‘Board met this request by spuroving first a partial allocation covering approxim—

ately half of the request and at a later meeting, when the progrenme was progress-

ing, & further allocation was decided upon to enable carrying through +the whole

campalgn.

- The plan of operations in the ca.mpaign a.ga.inat sporadic syphilis in 1ts first
stage, provided for free and compulsory treatment of patients in the infectlous
stage, treatment of all cases of congenital syphilis, of all cases of infected
expectant mothers, contatt tracing, serologic follow-up and control of prestitutior
a campaign against alcoholism, compulsory serological test of expectant mothers,
ant i~VD propaganda and courses for medical and auxiliary personnel, These measures

[ere to be followed

o
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are to be followed by a second phese which will seek to treat all cases of sy-nhilis,

including non—infectious cases, to increase the number of anti~VD institutions, to

improve reports and ata.tistics to inform the pudblic on early diagnosis and trea’bmen

and to irmrove soclal services conmected with anti-VD institutions, The progrenme

is directed by the Ministriea of Health in each republic under the supervision of

the Pederal Comnittee for Health and executed through the network of anti-VD in—

stitutions which, at the start of the campalgn consisted of a central VD dispensary

in each remublic, 25 VD dispensaries throughout the Federal Republic, 139 VD depart-
nents in Los~>a.tals and with the assistance of the dia’uict health ofﬁ.cers.

The carmmeign in the endenic area is coinducted by the existing institutions in the
reglons concerned with the help of 40 field teane, The campaign, including re—
zigtration of endemic food and of infected families serological examination of the
aomulation, treatnent of positive cases, health eﬂucatzon and sanitary neasures,
establishmg a regular monthly renorting system, leglalation measures is develming
in 3 consecutive phases, In the first phase — to last avnproximately one year - the
serological exanination and treatment will be commleted starting in regions with
‘extensive foci and finishing up in regions bordering endemic areas. The second
phase will ain at stabilisation of the achieved results by systematic control =nd
treatment of relapses, while the third phase assumed to last three years will contin
witk follow-up a.nd neke final semlog:ca.l exanlinations,

The Federal Conmittee for Public Health has nrovided penicillin for the treatmemt
of natients non-U”ICuF cases in ths endemic area.s,

and was uevelog_)mg very satisfactorily esneczally in endem.c areas wiasre the m.J.n
emphasis was laid by the government, The first shipment of procaine pemicillin “
arrived in Tugoslavia in Februmary and since then the amounts regularly raguired have

Been provided, Some difficulties in the s~nticinated develomment of the c.armaign wer
encourttered by the country due to the late arrival of laboratory aqu.mment and.
transportavion.

Prof., Thomas of WHD visited the country early im April, He held disgcnssions wi £
the leading syphilolegists in the couatry, gave lectures on modern gysobilis therepy

and spent one wesk in the endenic areca. He commented favourably o0 ,zw LY, 'an;saticn
and develoncent of the campaign. .

The chief of the Federal snti~VD service renorted tiat until the end of Vay,
102,385 servlogical estinations were perforned, among them 13,290 ypozitive and in—
definiie findings sorrasyrndin g to 12,9 7. ceunt .ontaminatur ia the inspaated
areas. Un» to tas sanm? peried, 5,2l7 casces have osen treabed, 26,065 ixjsciions of
300, U0 upits of peniciliin gw‘en@- sver 4% of the persons treated vonpleted their
series of injecticus in due time and without interruption,

The peniciliin trealment of syphills in pregnancy and corgenital syphilis in
éases of sporpdic infeciion began at the eud of May in Serbia and Croatia add in
June in the Temaining republics, No formel.report has yet been raoceived as to the : i
mzmber ‘of cases treated anéd on the progress of the action. o r

/It is known, however
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It is lmown, however, that the nrograrme. 18 just beginning to ezpanrl in the .
anrder envisaged, The UID is working closely with the :Government in an effort to
speed~up the atieck on an adnittedly more difficult epideniologic and aduinistrative
'roblen, ' Recently, the chief of the VD services toursd the United States, under. - i
'R0 sponscrship, to exchange isfornmation with the ‘experts in the field, The Tugo— -

lav Governnant 16 negotiating with tze VED for an enidamiolo gist to help imnlement
~he prbgre.mne. ' ; . " ;

o dete, 281,750 have been alloaated to this progranme of which $231,750 is for
enicillin and $535,300 for essential aboratory supplies, 66,000 vials huve al~
sady been ahin')ed with the remaindsr to be shipped before March, The Governuent
s now eatimatmg its needs for penleillin te June 1950 in ordsr to carry out the
rogramne, 330,000 worth of laboratory wunplies have already been shinped, the.
-emainder most;ly ‘involving mobile laboratory supplies for the endemic areas and
ssistance to the central diesgnosti& xlinies, ir under nmcurenent. The WHD has- . .
:arefully worked out all the requsas# with t}w foverrment and is assisting fron its
wn resources with literature, fcllmb.igm, o&mation.... matarial etc.

MLW:QL}NM&

Maleria, in Yugoslavia, remaing o e*im:s ymble:n des;;ite the efforts to combat.
1t between the two World Wars, Some distrists were anong the most nmalarlous regions
in Durope, Due to the abeence of any organited projects during the war, the ine
sidence has increased even further. iu 1945/46 there was a serious ouuhreak a:t'- -
fecting by 1946 nearly 1,000,000 nersens, -

IDT supplied by UNRRA was firat uasd in 1946 and was extensively amlied as & : .
B regldual soray in 1947 and 1948, In sdditien, IDT was employed ae & larvicide by
- ‘senual end air-epraying of infested oentres, 1,500 tons of DDT were used in 1947/48
7or these campaigns, 48 2 result of these and other measures, a very sharp decline
»f malarie has been reported with only 8,000 for 1948, At the sane time, an in—
:1dental decline in the fly-pomulation haa been reflected in a commicuous dr0p
n the morbidity/mortality rate in “dren.

Daring the last tb.ree years, s na¥eria oontrol progremne has been organised and ,
‘trengthened, Under the supervision c¢f the lilnistries of Heelth of the six republics
‘nti-nalarial stations were using the services of 1500 doctors, entcmologists and
'ther technical workers, ~Intensive health éducation and propaganda have resulted

:n a significant contribution by voluntary labour from ‘ahe locel population in help~
ing to carry out the work,

Complete lack of transportation facilities has hindered very decisively the

sxsoution of the campaizn and the entomological evaluation of the results hitherto

sbtained and also resulted in a wasteful expenditure of DDT, Furthermore, UNRRA

stocks of DDT have been almost exhausted and the remaining small stocks of DDT -

smulsion were belleved to have deteriorated to a great extent. So as to be able

to contirume its plane of operations for the malaria and fly control programme, the

zovernment requested the sssistance of UNICEF in the form of DDT, solvents, sprayers, 7
drugs and transportation. The request of the governmment was scremed and‘apprwed *

{538

[oy VED as being




E/ICEP/RI0.
Page 81,

9y WHD as being in sccordance with the Expert Committeels recommendations, znd pro-
surement initiated, Unfortunately, some of the eséential -solvents did not arrive
in the country until the ond of May and the supnlies could thersfore not be used as
extensively as nlanned, UNIWF supplies have, however, been used in lacedonia and.
louthern Serbis in areas where malaria is cademic and where 310 pérmznent and 270
seasonal snrayers have treated 17,500,000 sq, m, of surface, In this area, the
wmber of microscopically proved msitive cases were only 1/10 of the number found
in 1948, tims confirming the effectivaness of the carmaign, Umcw supnliss were
ilso used in other marts of the country where the sanitary and epidemiological
stationg conducted aemonstration pvojacta with types of sunplies used for the first
time in Yugoslav:.a. _

" Three X0 experts sment some tinme in the country, They attended the annual‘mfeeff--
ng of the malariologlsts amd loctured on recent improvenents in the field of nalaris
sontrol, After studying the nroblem for some weeks, they commented on the Yugoslav
anti~malaria organisation end made recommendatione, which would, in ‘bheir opinion,
save labour ond material withont affeoting the success of the work. ‘

Althouzh final reports have not yet been received, it seens very likely that a
substantial pert of the supplies pmvim this year 'by UNICEF will remain to be useﬂ.
in the canr,aign next spring, ,

]

" Plans heve slready been developed Yerthe 1950 season vhich will reguire sil that
has beén shi-med by UWJICIF and much larger qumtitias wvhich will have to be’ *wts‘vidsd
fron the governnen“ fs own resources

UNICET sunplies for the 1949-1950 activity amounted to $260,000 of which $81 000 g
for DDT, 16,000 for equirment and $76,000 for diagnostic amd therapeutic sum)lies\ .
and  $88,000 for transportation, 4ll of the gbove, except 16 station wagons are in’
the cowtry. Ho other suprlies, excent the staticn wegors, will be shirmed in 1950.’.
dere we find an exarmle of vital UNICEF assistance in a difficult neriod and the
radual take—~over of responsidility by the government, The WHO has requested an
>valuation of the programme through 1949 wiich is now being commiled by the govern—
ent, UNICEZF also helped support a fellowship for one physician vho studied wibh
‘rofessgor issirali,

@bl —ifrcosis Campaizn

lyecotic diseases of the skull existed to a somewhat smaller extent in Yugoslavia
efore the last war, &8 a resuli of the war, the incidence has consid.era’bly in~
sreased and now constitutes a serious health nroblen,

Energetic measures tovards the eradication of mycosis have been undertaken since
1946, particulaxly in institutions such as creches, orphenages, etc., 3By therspsutic
ieasures ond irmrovenent of hyglenic conditlons in children!s homes, the institutions
ineidenco. has considerably decressed by the problem remained unsolved for the re—
sainder of the children due primarily to the lack of equinment, versomnel, trens—
vortation for extensive field work and lack of facilitiew to acaom::lodate the large
nunber of affected children,

/& recent survey
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A recent survey revealed an dpcidence of the disease in afflicted d.istriets in
Serbvia, iacdonia, Bosnia, %rcegovina and Rhntoneg:ro ‘ranging between 57% of the
total child po:\ulation up -to. the age of puberty. Some dlstricts showed an average
in@ecticn rate of 13 per cent and in some. schools up to 36 ner cent was reported,

50,000 or more.

P

The plan calls for & campaign to e conducted by.j:he rew.blica.n authorities
acting under instructions frgm the Federal Corinittee for Health. Five field teams -

mtematic, chemical and microscopic emaminations, The treatmemt will be carried
out in the nycosis centres or field therapeutic—prophylactic institutions and will
include x-ray therayy, epilation and topicel medication, Other measures to be unc

the Aed Cross and the popular organim‘.ona. strict health supervision in open and.
of mycology t¢ be given to doctors md para-mdlcal porso:mel ete.,

For the implementation of this progresune ihe Government bas requested. U‘EIGEI‘ to
#ray equipnment, microscopés and other laboratory eguipment, transporta’o 1on
and therapeutic supplies to the extent of $170,000. _ e

_Following the recomuendation of the liedical Sub~Cormittee 2nd the Joint Committee

nment and VHO-UNICZF technical experts, rrocurement was initiated, It is hoved thab.
the equimment will be shipned to the covntry in time to begin the mess attack early
next snring, The field teams are at present being trained and organised by the
Govermment in readiness for e;paading the nrogrmnme as the supnlies arrive.

Ant4-7.B, Copoalen |
The ngoslav Govammant has undertakan, to ema.nd 11;3 tuberculosis services. Hﬁ}

positive children, In first priority, the Government has decided to expand its -
tuberculosis laboratory diagnostic facilities in Zagreb and Belgrade Ce;xt;ral Labora-
tories, a4t the same tinme, it intends %o enlarge the number of cenbral and regional
dispensaries and get un mobile dispensaries for the exnansion of diagnostic facili~
ties, In oxder to determine and define the extent of the vroblem, the Government =
will undertake suitabls studies of selected portions of the nopzla ion, The plan
also involves thz treining of physicians, nurses, bacteriologists and nara-mdical
personnel in order to implement the expanded programme, The- entire project is uné
the direction of the Tuberculosis Section of the Federal ‘Cormittee of Health whick -
coordinates and assists each of the Federated, Republics in carryingcut raspousibilit
‘undnrtheprograme

By and large neterjal alrea.éy in-the country or provided directly by the Ganm-»

- memt, will be used in the campaign. UNICIZF assistance. 1s requested for a small numt

of ﬂuomscopas axd especially: for the leroratory supplies. .Ths entire request is i

estinated at $70,000,

/The WD has been

The total numbsr.of children beliarvad o Be ai‘facted is conservatively estinated at a

attachpd to ‘each of the 24 skin disease dispemsaries (mycosis centres) will undsrtak :

taken during the campeign will inclufe intensifisd propaganda, close cooperation’ w*t -

closed. cb:.ldrenfs colonies and in public $mps, various courses in di‘fferent aspects

the Executive Board amproved the request and after consultations between the govern—

the oprogress of the BCG campaign has come the necessity to follow-up the tuberculin

e
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The WD has been in discussion with the Government on this programme since Octobe
and has aporoved the programme in principle, The Government has been nreparings it¢s
material, with the assistance of a WHO technical engineer, in order to place a firm
request, It is expected that the completed nlan of operations and the technical de-
tails of the requiremsnts will be received within this month, and the programme
should e implemented soon after that date,

Control of Children's Compmunicable Disesges and Genersl Heslth Progremme,

The atztement of the Yugoslav suthorities on communicahle diseases has already
been subnmitted to the Hedical Sub-Committee, The paper gives an outline of the
necessary mneasures to be undertsken to imwrove the child health services and the
measures to be underiaken for their control, It includes: wuniform directions for

operational nlans throughout the whole territory of the Federal Republicg, to make

aveilable and irain a sufficient nuaber of assistant medical personnel, establish-~
nent of new institutions and strengthening of services working presently, to organis
spe cial teams of physicians and para-medical persomnel, to combat communicable disw
eases and organise the preventive tasks to ensure early diagnostic and proupt hos—
pitalisation., The plan of operation calls for the establishnment of 34 centres for
the control of communicable dlseases in larger sanitary—-epidemiological institutions
with one field tean in each consisting of a doctor and & nurse who will undsriake
the necessary preventive and therapeutic measures in the field, For the realisatilor
of this campaign, the Yugoslav Government has requested UNICZF to nmrovide the most
necessary transportation means, cars or bicycles for field uork and ambulances for
the transportation of the sick to therapeutic centres,

In order to combat the high childhood morbidity/mortality rate, the Government
of Yuguslavia is expanding the ne%mswrk ¢f children's dispensaries and health in—
stitutions, The greatest obstacle is, at present, the shortage of medical personne
To increase the efficiency of the activities of the childrenis dispensaries by
introducing a visiting service, the Govermment has reguested UNICLF to supply the &
central dispensaries with one car each and some bicycles to enable teans to reach
rural aress to conduct investigations in the field, to study the etiology of the hi

norbidity and mortelity in certain areas and to organise basic health services for
the vrotection of the children,

Special emphasis is being given to the problems of the diseases dysenteries,
diphtheria, nmeasles and pertussis, Towards this end, mass immunisations will be
carried out against the preventable diseases and health education will be vigourous
expaanded,

The government request, including materials end supplies for basic Banitation ime
provenent, nedical sup-lies and transportation equinwment is valued at $515,000,

The WD approved this programme in June 1949 and UNICEF is now »rocuring the
necessary supplies.

[Brucellosis
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_Brucellosis has Yeen; sinée the war; & problem in the 'western mart of Yugoslavie,
where the disease has snread from Italy during the war, Conservative therapeutic «
measures have so far not met with much success, The Government has requested, therc >
fore, thot UNICEF provide small amounts of aureomycin and chloromycetin vhich are ’
presently nroduced only in the United States and have been reported to give very N
satisfactory results, WHO is considering this request in the light of the recomnead
tions of experts in this field. Total cost approximately $10,000, ..

Cger

7

Hew_Req ﬁests

Recently, with the noseibility of funds decoming availsable, the government reques
.consideration of assistance to expanding leboratory facﬁ.ities for procuction of dip
htheria and yertussis vaceine, The pessibility of a ‘eombined vaccine for these two

digeases is envisaged and workers have alrea.dy been trained in England on the newaet
techniques in this field.

Prelimina.ry discussa.ons are. un&er way mth ths Yugoslav Government on aasistanco
to other aspects-of their effort in behelf of mothere and children, " The government
gives high priority to the expansion of the vaccine laboratories noted above, Other
asgistance in the communicable disease control programue relates to the necessity
for plasma and imrmune globvlin, The Govermmont is interested in the possibility of
local production of these eesuntlal supplies, XErpanslon of other laboratery facili——
ties and especially mobile laboratories is aiso considered essentiel, :

‘The Governnment also wishes to expend its work in prematurity and nhysica.l Te~.
habilitation services if funds are available,

The total of all requeats nrasently being diacussed wil], cone to a.nproximtely
;p200 000,

9
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STATUS OF AIMI-TUBRRCULOSIS PROGRAMIZS
_ASTA AND THE FAR ZAST

gr_ogrgmes k;; roved : ) 5
Ebau:zgém : - $100,000

Squinnent for TB Training Centre » :
(3o0ks, films, projector, etc,) 420,000
Zquinment for TB Control Demonsiration
Centre, Z-ray supplios 40,000
Sup~lies and lguipment for B3S Prednction - 30,000
Consultant and Trevel Grant 10,000

This programie was apnroved on 8 December. Supplies will be vrocured when
¥H) aporoval has been received except those for BCG Prodvotion waich have yet to
be developed by a visiting expert. '

g_w "’nder Discus sigg

caylon - A Diagnostic Laboratory and s Mobile
o .. Mass Radiography Unit is requested
S . and a:p")ropria.ta foreizn personnel to
i operste the programne during the ' -
initial stages. $ 50,000

India - Final nlans 'fcr a T8 Control
Procranme centered on 5 cities are
awaited, ' 556,000

Fekigtan - TB Control Demonstration and Training
’ Centre for training Doctors, Nurses
and Techniclans to operate a clinilc,
dispensary and diagnostic laboratory.
Supnplies to include static and mobile
X~ray units and a BCG Production

leboratory. v - 141,000

Bonglcong - A TB Coptrel “Project is under discussion _ L
a8 a possidble use for the unprogrammed o -
balance of 38,500 ' |
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